At Abu Dhabi, Dialogue
Of Civilizations
by Our Special Correspondent

Speaking to an audience of high-ranking paliticians, diplo-
mats, and mediarepresentatives from the Arab world, Helga
Zepp-LaRouche delivered alecture at the Zayed Centre for
Coordination and Follow-Up, in Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates, on June 3, the day after Lyndon LaRouche’ sstrate-
gic address there (see EIR, June 14, 2002). Zepp-LaRouche
discussed the need to launch a dial ogue of cultures, to defeat
the dangerous scenario of religious wars. She opened her
remarks, by emphasizing the difference in media coverage,
between Arab and Western outlets, regarding I srael’ saggres-
sion against the Palestinian people. Particularly, inthe United
States, this terrible reality is almost completely suppressed,
shesaid.

Sincethe eventsof Sept. 11, thewar against Afghanistan,
and the escalation in the Middle East, followed recently by
the conflict between Pakistan and India, the “ Clash of Civili-
zations’ promoted by Harvard ideol ogue Samuel Huntington
has unfortunately become areality in the whole of South and
West Asia, and ascenario which the practical policy thrust of
the United States follows. Huntington’s basic thesis is that
there are no common features among thegreat world civiliza-
tions—Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism,
or Confucianism—and that, therefore, conflict among them
isinevitable.

This proves only, Zepp-LaRouche told the Arab |eaders,
that Huntington has not the slightest understanding of any of
these cultures. Instead, what lurks behind histhesisisthe old
colonialist trick of “divide and conquer.”

‘Peace of Westphalia' in Mideast

Zepp-LaRoucheasserted the need for countering thisidea
and policy, by reaching into the past, and finding precedents
to overcomereligiouswarfare. Most important of these, isthe
Peace of Westphalia, which ended the European religious
wars of the 16th and 17th Centuries.

In order to establish a dialogue among cultures, and pre-
vent wars, Zepp-LaRouchedrew on the example provided by
the great Cardinal Nicholas of Cusa, who responded to the
fall of Constantinople in 1453, with a work, De Pace Fide
(On the Peace of Faith). In it, Cusa elaborated a dialogue
among religious leaders and philosophers, through which the
higher principle of Unity, the One, prevailsover theprinciple
of Multiplicity, the Many. Such an approach, she said, to-
gether with Cusa’ smethod of the* coincidence of opposites,”
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is what provides a way out of the political problems now
plaguing the region.

To illustrate this dialogue of cultures through history,
Zepp-LaRouche identified the common, universal principles
in ancient China, Egypt, India, and Mesopotamia, then
through the Greek Classical period, into Christian civiliza-
tion, followed by Islam. Among the highpoints of the dia-
logue, she singled out the rel ationship between Charlemagne
and the Caliphs of Baghdad, Haroun al-Rashid and a-Ma-
moun, whose work, especially in trandlations, helped Europe
rediscover the Classical works of the Greeks.

Addressing the current situation, she appealed to leaders
of the Arab amd |slamicworld to makethe Abbasid dynasty’ s
(750-1254 A.D.) greatness, a model to be replicated. She
stressed the importance of the contribution made by Islamic
Spain, Andalusia, which was a bridge between Abbasid cul-
ture and Europe.

These examples demonstrated that the dialogue of cul-
turesisindeed areality, absolutely self-evident in thousands
of yearsof human history, during which thetorch of progress
has been carried by first one, then another culture.

Zepp-LaRouche stressed that today, however, mankindis
sitting all together in one boat. Whereas in earlier epochs,
the collapse of one civilization was paralleled by the rise of
another elsewhere in the world, today civilization asawhole
isthreatened. Either mankind succeedsin finding a solution,
or itwill plungeinto adark age.

Thus, to avoid the threat of a Clash of Civilizationsand a
“Hundred Y earsWar,” assome have predicted, itisurgent to
revive the best tradition of every culture, and to engage in a
dialoguefrom that standpoint. Zepp-L aRouche expressed her
confidencethat through such adial ogue—engaging the noble
ideas of aPlato, an al-Farabi, a-Kindi, Confucius, Ibn Sina,
Nicholasof Cusa, and so many others(in comparisontowhom
Huntington isan intellectual dwarf)—the participants would
be elevated to the point of greater wisdom and good will.

The fact that Zepp-LaRouche carried out this discussion
at theleading intellectual center inthe United Arab Emirates,
was emblematic of the dialogue of cultures, aready in
process.
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