and central region of the country. . . .

Theartificial |akescreated by thissystemwould constitute
avaluable reservoir of energy and fresh water, to supply the
current future population centers of the country. They would
also increase the hydroelectric production by 16.5%, and
would facilitate navigation through the Panucoriver. . . .

Thenew development poleswould bethemagnetstoreor-
ganize Monterrey and Saltillo, and for the rel ocation of busi-
nesses of La Laguna, one of the most critical regions of the
country, together with El Bajio and The Valley of Mexico,
because of water resource shortages. . . .

There are also detailed plans for the rest of the country.
There does not exist aregion in Mexico which does not pos-
sess great development potential.

The Pacific West Complex

From north of Puerto Vallartato the port of Mazatlan, one
finds one of the best coastal zones of the country with regard
to physiographic features and the variety of natural resources
for the development of Mexico’ s food potential. In southern
Nayarit, for example, the San Pedro Mezquital and Santiago
Riversempty the AcaponetaRiver in the center and the Presi-
dio and Baluarte Riversin the extreme north. Together, these
rivers carry an average annua flow, along their 300 km
length, of 15.3 billion cubic meters—which, if dammed and
administered rationally, would constitute 154.3 billion cubic
meters of water, or about 340 cubic meters per second, suffi-
cient to sustain agro-industrial devel opment and new popul a-
tion centers for 110 million Mexicans. Already constructed
dams along these Nayarit rivers, and othersthat are planned,
would allow the interconnection, through canals and transfer
tunnels, of all the hydraulic networks of the central and north-
ern zone of Sinaloa, and southern Sonora.

Along these coastal areas of the Gulf of Mexico and the
Pacific, apart fromthemanagement of water for multipleuses,
corridors of agro-industrial development could be built, fed
by packages of communications infrastructure, high-speed
freight and passenger trains, modern highways, fiber-optic
“highways,” and high-tension grids for transmission of elec-
trical energy. The development corridor could be conceived
as one gigantic assembly line for connecting a city and its
surrounding agro-industrial zones.

Similarly, other development corridors have been pro-
posed, with the same characteristics, that would run “trans-
versely,” from the coasts of the Gulf of Mexico to the coasts
of Mexico's Pacific. . . .

If we build this polygon of development corridors, we
will not have to beg at the back door of the slavemasters.
Mexico will be able to build its own destiny. We have the
resources, the intellectual capacity, the technical cadre—al-
beit reduced at the moment—all waiting to be tapped. With
these, we could establish the basis for a new generation of
development. Putting thisrevolution in basic economicinfra-
structure into gear, we could achieve the development goals
that would give Mexican families opportunities for decent
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jobsandfor adignifiedlife, instead of entering into the human
grinding millsknown as maquiladorasand/or illegal emigra-
tion to the United States.

To carry this development strategy forward, we need to
defeat Jorge Castafieda’s political plan. This is the plan of
those currently in power. We are still on the other side. My
proposal isthusto develop acampaign of political attack. We
have the forces to attack on this flank and to put an end to
Castafieda’ simperial design by exposing him for what heis.
Castafieda laments that Mexican society doesn’t yet under-
stand the advantages of his annexationist policy. What | be-
lieve isthat, if we let the population know what this policy
truly is, the Mexican people will be ready to defeat this
annexationism, because they till want to continue to be
Mexican. . . .

To launch this political assault of ours, we will publish a
pamphlet with all these elementsof information and analysis,
which must be broadly distributed and debated, above all in
the universities. The students intuit, or know, that under the
current policy, they havenofuture, that their fateisunemploy-
ment, misery, and the dustbin of history. The youth, the stu-
dents, must fight for their future. That future is national eco-
nomic reconstruction, beginning with the construction of
basicinfrastructureworks. If theyouth present at thismeeting
attract more youth to these ideas, we will be on our way
tovictory.

Sérgio Tasso Vasquez de Aquina

Sovereignty, Security,
And National Dignity

From the speech by Vice Adm. Sérgio Tasso Vasquez de
Aquina, former Deputy Chief of Saff of the Brazilian Armed
Forces, at the seminar on Aug. 23.

...The aspiration for freedom is a gift of God, given to all
human beings, and which istransmitted to the collective con-
science of people who seek self-determination and their own
means of carrying out their national mission; to be masters of
their destinies, without accepting foreign servitude, limita-
tions, and interference. . . .

Thecreation of the stateisapoalitical construct of nations,
with the essential attributes of being one people, with one
territory, and sovereignty. And from this sovereignty comes
the incontestable right to exert force over their geographic
jurisdiction, with due respect internationally for the princi-
ples of juridical equality among states, the right to self-
determination, and non-intervention in the internal affairs
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of other nations. . . .

After the fall of the Soviet Union which followed the
Solidarity revolutionin Poland and thefall of the BerlinWall,
the globalist neo-liberal wave surfaced, and with it, the para-
dox of the current world, where it is now confirmed that
weaker peoples of the so-called free world had greater free-
dom of sovereign action under the balance of terror that had
existed between the Soviet Union and the United States, than
they dotoday, under the hegemony of asingle superpower . . .
dominating onaplanetary scal e, based on usury, onmoney, on
submission to material appetites, and on access to power on
the global scale; without fear of God and without any charity
toward the poorest and weakest people and nations, as has
been exposed in this book which was put together by the
friends who convoked this seminar, and which is called The
Plot to Annihilate the Armed Forces and Nations of |bero-
America. . . .

Onetragic result of the neo-liberal world order has been
thedestruction of public servicesand the persecution of public
servants, asameans of destroying the nation-state and facili-
tating the surrender of national patrimony by means of this
suspicious” privatization.” For example, in Brazil, onthepre-
text of privatizing the energy and communications compa-
nies, many were sold to state companies of France, England,
etc. at an absurd price. Thisconstituted areal surrender of the
national patrimony, achieved at such great cost by generations
and generations of Brazilians. Thisisnow occurring in all of
our countries.

There are outrages committed against sovereignty, under
the tutelage of the IMF: the growing indebtedness and na-
tional impoverishment, the unhappiness of my people, and
the contempt for them, manifest in the systematic and planned
destruction of the health, sanitation, education, housing, em-
ployment, retirement, and public security systems; the dis-
mantling of strategic energy, transport, and communications
infrastructure; the cannibalization of industry; and the scien-
tific and technological backwardness. . . .

Theimposition of the IMF asthe director of national and
economic policies, with the large-scal e diversion of national
revenues for payment of the growing brutal interest rates on
foreign and internal debts; the speculativeand volatile capital
whichin Brazil wecall “motel capital”’—it enters, spendsthe
night, and is gone—earns money but does not put a cent into
national development. . . .

Thereis pressure, as| exposed in 1992, as Deputy Chief
of Staff of the Armed Forces, to transform the Armed Forces
of all of our countriesintogendarmes, apoliceforcetooversee
“demaocracy,” fight the drug trade, environmental crimes, and
so on. Then we are to hand over our national defense, but to
whom? To amultinational force. Commanded by whom? By
the United States. . . .

There is a rea threat of territoria dismemberment, an
international ambition toward the Amazon, in the same way
that it is expressed in Argentina toward Patagonia, and also
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toward our Pantanal region, whichisarichbiological reserve.
With the nation-state weakened, and the Armed Forces re-
duced, it ismuch easier to try such athing, which would not
succeed under any other circumstances.

‘I Am Not Against the United States

| want to clarify one point. | am not against the United
States. | have lived there twice, once as a child during the
Second World War. | speak English asif it were my second
language, and at that time, | found a country in solidarity
against the war, some very pleasant people. Each family had
asonfightinginthePacific, or in Europe. | believethat Ameri-
cans have the right to defend their interests. We must make
common cause where we have shared interests, but therights
of the Americans must be respected, just asthe rights of Bra-
zilians, and al the other free people of the Americas and the
world. . . .

| came here to call for the union of Latin America, to
strengthen our fight for the good, and in thisunion, | believe
Brazil, Mexico, and Argentina have a fundamenta role to
play. It is necessary that we join hands—both civilian and
military—across Latin America, without prejudice, but with
total respect for the sovereignty of each nation-state. Wemust
emphasize that which we have in common, to allow for the
construction of amoredignified andjust world, withthebless-
ings of God.

Twenty Years Later

Lopez Portillo Speaks
Out on State in Crisis

by Gretchen Small

With Mexico’sleading daily, Excélsior, taking the point, the
nation’ smediaprominently, and unexpectedly, cel ebrated the
20th anniversary of an event that Wall Street had hoped it had
killed and buried for all time: President José L opez Portillo’s
dramaticannouncement, on Sept. 1, 1982, nationalizingMex-
ico’'s banking system and Central Bank and imposing full
exchange controls, to stop anti-national forcesfrom bleeding
the country by speculation and capital flight.

Excélsior chose to commemorate the anniversary by in-
terviewing Lopez Portillo on his past actions, and their rele-
vancefor themuch greater crisisthat Mexicofaces. Theinter-
view, published in two parts on Sept. 9 and 10, was given
maximum play, the first part published as the newspaper’s
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