Interview: Charles Onana

‘American Credibility
In Africa Is at Stake’

Investigativejournalist CharlesOnana, author of The Secrets
of the Rwandan Genocide (see review, above), was inter-
viewed by Christine Bierre and Esther Abinin Parison Sept.
19. The discussion has been translated from the French.

EIR: Mr. Onana, your book provoked Paul Kagame, the
President of Rwanda, to file suit in a Parisian court against
you, for defamation. But hislegal action was rejected by the
court. What happened?

Onana: Kagamefiled suit in March 2002, but the book had
been published in November 2001. Under French law, an
individual who deems himself defamed has three months,
following the publication of the book, to file a complaint.
Kagame's suit was not valid in the French juridical frame-
work, and was thus rejected.

EIR: It is the content of your book, however, which has
infuriated Kagame, because you accuse him of having plotted
the attack against the airplane in which Rwandan President
Habyarimanaand Burundian President Ntaryamiraweretrav-
elling, which triggered the Rwandan genocide of April 6,
1994.

Onana: Kagamewas surprised to seethat it wasajournalist
from black Africa who carried out an investigation which
the Western press, the United Nations, and the International
Criminal Tribuna at Arusha [in Tanzania] had decided to
cover up. | want tofirst underlinethat | am neither aHutu nor
aTutsi; | have friendsin both camps and | have no personal
interest in thisaffair. | am simply a professional who wanted
to understand atragedy which turned the world upside down.
| wanted to find out why thisdossier had been covered up and
| soon realized that Kagame had many thingsto hide. | spent
awhole night with one of his intelligence agents, who was
with him at Mulindi—the evening of the attack against the
plane—and who reported to mein detail everything that hap-
pened, and the attitude of Kagame that evening. Kagame
knowswell that | have spokento hisclosest former collabora-
torsand ministers, and that everything | have said concerning
this attack comes from first-hand sources.

Blowing thelid off thisdossier could be extremely impor-
tant today, because it could lead to a re-evaluation of the
official thesis on the genocide. Why? The thesis of Mr. Ka
game's RPF [Rwandan Patriotic Front], considered today as
the “official” thesis, claims that the Hutus prepared acts of
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Rwandan strongman and President Paul Kagame (center) has
long escaped serious investigation for the eventsthat triggered the
Rwandan genocide against Tutsis and moderate Hutusin 1994. A
new book in French has helped to change that situation.

genocide against the Tutsis. That genocide would have been
impossible, however, without the attack against the airplane.
The key question is, therefore, who shot down the airplane?
Who had an interest in committing that crime in order to
provoke genocide? The information | have shows that Mr.
Kagame, with agroup of Tutsisthat surrounded him, wasthe
organizer of thisattack. They arethe oneswho profitted from
that crime, anditisfor thisreason that the Rwandan President
has done all he could to cover up the subject during the last
eight years.

EIR: Will you be using the occasion of the upcoming trial
to bring out the explosive content of the case?

Onana: Of course, we will do everything to ensure that the
truth of this dossier comes out in broad daylight. The wit-
nesseswho agreedtotestify inour court case, andtheelements
of proof that we have assembled, are damning for Mr. Ka-
game, and will enable the public to understand exactly what
happened. | really don’t understand myself why he never car-
ried out an investigation into this affair, in spite of the fact
that international law demands that he do so, and that he
claimsto be innocent.

EIR: Your book is not the only thing that worries Kagame
at present. Thereisalsothelnternational Criminal Tribunal at
Arusha, and theinvestigation being carried out by the French
judge, Bruguiére. Would you say that Kagame isin a defen-
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sive posture at this point?

Onana: Kagame fears the truth. Indeed, the International
Criminal Tribunal must judge of crimes committed by the
Tutsisaswell asthe Hutus. Until now, it hasjudged only the
crimes of genocide committed by the Hutus, but has not yet
takenupthewar crimescommitted by the RPF. Y et, from July
to December 1994, the RPF committed hideous war crimes
against its own citizens, Tutsi and Hutu alike. Today, it will
appear that those who had proclaimed themselvesthevictims
of atragedy were in fact also the hangmen. Mr. Kagame is
indeedinavery delicate position, becausehewill haveto hand
over to the Tribunal certain criminals within the Rwandan
Patriotic Army. Y et how can he do that without al so accusing
himself, itschief?

EIR: ButKagameistryingto buy time; heforbidsthe Rwan-
dan witnesses to go to the Tribunal—

Onana: Indeed, he hasdestroyed evidence; hasincarcerated
the President of the Republic [of Rwanda], Pasteur Bizi-
mungu; hethreatens[war crimes prosecutor] Carladel Ponte.
In short, he exerts pressure and blackmail on everybody to
stop the truth from coming to the fore, but thisis a perilous
exercise at this point, seeing that Kagame does not have
much time.

EIR: What are you expecting of Judge Brugiere's investi-
gation?

Onana: All thedefendersof human rights are expecting that
this investigation will reveal who are the presumed authors
of the April 6[1994] attack. Thisinvestigation could berevo-
Iutionary fromthe political and juridical standpoint. Political,
because paradoxically, the Tutsis were massacred during the
genocide, [but] took power by force of arms, by the same
occasion. The “logic” behind this situation will have to be
clarified.

From the legal standpoint, the presumed authors of the
attack [on the plane] will have to say what they knew about
the planning of genocide against the Tutsis, and why they did
nothing to stop it. At the close of 1993, Kagame's Rwandan
Patriotic Army had close to 4,000 men infiltrated in the city
of Kigali, under the nose of the United Nations. It is thus
inconceivable that these men didn’t fight to stop the tragedy
against the Tutsis. Why was there no international warning
against the fact that the regular Rwandan Armed Forces (un-
der Hutu control) were planning genocide against the Tutsis
and the Hutu moderates? At that point, Rwanda had a multi-
party political system, with Hutusand Tutsisbeing part of the
same government, and a similar situation in the opposition.
How isit possible that nobody said anything?

EIR: Inyour book you describe very well the contribution
of the Anglo-Americans to the acts committed by the RPF.
You say that in the beginning of the 1990s, the Rwandan
Patriotic Army had been practically defeated by the Rwandan
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Kagame (center) during a 1997 visit to Germany which waswidely
protested by LaRouche associates and Rwandan groupsin that
country. In 1994, Kagame led a military force poised to invade
Rwanda with Ugandan, British, and American backing. His armed
forces have, since then, repeatedly invaded the Democratic
Republic of Congo, contributing to genocidal war-fighting there.

Armed Forces. But, thanksto awell-financed and well-imple-
mented offensive, in 1994 K agamedepl oyed asmany as4,000
men at the door of Kigali. Y ou mention as well the training
programs pursued by Kagame at the prestigious military
school at Fort Leavenworth (Kansas), where GeorgeW. Bush
himself was trained, and where training was given to RPF
cadre, in the context of IMET (International Military Educa
tion and Training) and JCET (Joint Combined Exchange
Training) of the American armed forces. Canyoutell usmore
about this?
Onana: | don’'t know in detail the extent of support given by
the Anglo-Americans to the RPF war effort. What is sure,
however, is that they have the habit of supporting countries
formerly colonized by the Anglo-Saxons. In 1990, France
supported the Habyarimana regime in Rwanda, while the
Americans and Great Britain decided to reinforce the good
relations they already had with Uganda. At that time, Paul
Kagame was Under-Director of the Ugandan secret services.
Certain members of the Ugandan government had a double
status: They were “ Rwandan refugees’ in Uganda, but at the
same they held high-level positionsin the Ugandan state ad-
ministration. They used the Ugandan state to benefit from
American military aid.

On the eve of the war launched by the RPF against the
government of Habyarimana, in 1990, Paul Kagame was be-
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ing trained in the United States. The RPF suffered heavy
military losses at that time, because Uganda did not want to
give full support to the Rwandan offensive. The Ugandan
state did contribute part of thelogisticsfor theeffort. In 1994,
Ugandan military aid was clearly more important, since the
RPF would not have been able to have such sophisticated
weapons without the aid of foreign countries.

One of my American colleagueswho hasworked alot on
this affair, [retired naval officer] Wayne Madsen, confirmed
tomethelogistical aid given by the United Statesto the RPF.
And so did CynthiaMcKinney, an Afro-American Congress-
woman who investigated the concrete aid given to the RPF
under the Clinton Administration. Those elements should
alow the U.S. Congress to open up an investigation. The
honor of the Americans and their credibility in Africa are at
stakein thismatter.

EIR: Inyour book, youunderlinetheextent towhich France,
the United States, and Belgium havetried to cover up therole
they played in the events leading to that genocide, going as
far asto refuse the opening of investigationsinto the assassi-
nations carried out against their own citizens in the period
immediately followingthe April 6 attack. Among the French-
men murdered, was the whole crew of Habyarimana' s plane,
aswell astwo presumed DGSE [foreign intelligence] agents
working in communications, and their wives. What does
France have to hide?

Onana: Your question is interesting. Remember, that the
fact that several Frenchmen were taken hostages in Jolo had
been the number-oneitem in all the international pressfor at
least ten days. Itiscuriousthat whilefive Frenchmen, at least,
werebrutally murderedin Rwandaat that time, there hasbeen
no outcry about this. It is strange!

Each of the powersinvolved had aninterest in hushing up
everything that it had done, in order to secureastrong aly in
Rwanda, in the context of the power struggles over Zaire,
in the period that preceded the Rwandan drama. It was a
Pandora’ s box that nobody had an interest in opening.

What ismore important in the case of France, isthe exis-
tence of lobbieswhich did everything to make public opinion
feel guilty, and to paralyze any attempt at an investigation.
Oncethe mediahad hammered massively that the French had
committed genocide in Rwanda with the aid of the Hutus,
it became practically impossible for any courageous French
citizentointerveneinfavor of hisfellow citizens. Tothisday,
in the ranks of the French military, many are furious at the
lack of courage of political figures who didn’t support them.
If the wife of the French pilot flying the plane had not filed a
suit in a court of justice, everybody would have acted as if
nothing had happened.

But all those networks financed by the RPF will be pro-
gressively unmasked and dismantled. France hasthe right to
know by whom itscitizens were murdered, and for what aim.
Thisisapublic health measure indispensable to France.
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EIR: Canyou name some of those networks?

Onana: Some are known, such as the association called
“Survive,” which | found against me in my court case and
which claimstobeahumanrightsassociationin Africa. There
are many other such associations in France which should be
investigated and dismantled.

EIR: Concerning Belgium, you tak about Maj. Bernard
Ntuyahaga, a witness to the murders of the 11 Belgian UN
soldiersin the hoursthat followed the genocide.

Onana: Belgium has accused this man of being responsible
for the murders, becauseit ishewho drovethe busthat trans-
ported those Blue Helmetsto Kigali on April 7th. This man,
of whom | met the family and published one of his letters,
wantsto testify in front of aBelgian court. As strange asthis
might appear, he has been in jail in Tanzaniafor five years,
even though that country has nothing to do with the genocide.
The International Criminal Tribunal has no charges against
him. Why is Belgium refusing to hear this man’s testimony,
inspiteof thefact that thereisadossier on himat the Brussels
Court of Appeals, instructed by Judge Van de Mech? On the
other hand, Rwandawantsto examinethisman, who hasbeen
proclaimed innocent by the tribunal. . . . It's a technique to
provoke confusion in everybody.

EIR: You are optimistic, however; you seem to think that
we are on the verge of a breakthrough. Y our book is a book-
store success.

Onana: It'stheunexpected work of ajournalist, thefact that
an investigation managed to provoke a shock wave. When |
wrotethisbook, | didn’timaginethat oneday theInternational
Criminal Tribunal would decide to judge the members of the
RPF as well; or that Kagame would be forced to announce,
during a closed session of the UN Security Council, the un-
conditional retreat of his troops in the Republic of Congo. |
think one cannot hide the truth eternally.

EIR: Doesyour book circulatein Rwanda?

Onana: It does, hidden under coats, and in photocopies.
Therehasbeenalot of presscoverageand it becametheobject
of areal national debate.

EIR: Istheretherisk of anew genocidein the Great Lakes
Region, as a result of a possible “flight forward” by Mr.
Kagame?

Onana: | have warned the Congolese and the Rwandans
about this, in relation to the policies of terror carried out by
the [Rwanda-run] Patriotic Armed Forces in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (D.R.C.). We can definitely fear that the
violence exerted by the soldiers of the Rwandan Patriotic
Army, who aredeployedintheD.R.C., Rwanda, and Burundi,
may turn against the Tutsi majority, which has nothing to do
with Mr. Kagame. It istherefore urgent that the international
community wake up to this danger.
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