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Report From Germany by Rainer Apel

It’sthe Economy, Herr Schroder!
icy, when he joined Chinese Prime

They are against an Irag war, but economic depressionandbad ~ Minister Zhu Rongiji for the maiden

. : .1 voyage of the world’s first commercial
policies drove Germansto vote against Schroder’s SPD. maglev train in Shanghai, a joint Ger.

man-Chinese project, on Dec. 31
After his return to Germany, Schier
could have announced a reorientatio
of economic priorities of that kind. In-
G stead of tax increases and unemploy
erman  Chancellor Gerhard mobilize additional voters from latent ment, that would have sent outa $trong
Schraler's Social Democrats (SPD) constituencies, and got 48.3% of thessage to the nation that there wgs
suffered adevastating defeatinthe twaote in Lower Saxony and 48.8% in  realistic hope for a recovery through
Feb. 2 elections for state parliament: Hesse. The conquestof Lower SaXarge infrastructure projects at home
The SPD lost more than 10% in Hessehifts the balance in the Bundesrat, the and abroad; exports of pioneer tech-
and more than 14% in Lower Saxony. upper house of the Federal parliameolpgies like the maglev train; and co-
Almost a million voters deserted thein which the 16 states are represented, operation with China and other colin-
SPD, half of them staying home and towards the CDU; so from now dries for the promotion of such
not casting ballots at all. Chancellor Schirder's SPD-Greenco- technologies.

The “strike” of considerable sec- alition government cannot pass legis- Butwhen Schider came home, he
tions of the Social Democratic constit-lation without the consent ofthe CDU.  remained vague on perspectives| for
uency is related to rapidly deepening, Crucial aspects of legislation alwayaglev projects in Germany, and h
profound discontent with Chancellorneed approval from the Bundesrat, stayed silent on the dramatic incrgase
Schraler's obvious inability to im- which has constitional veto powein unemploymentwhich every seriou
prove the economic situation and reagainst the government and the lower expert expected for January. Opinion
verse the drastic increase of unem- house, the Bundestag. Chancplitls throughout the past weeks gav
ployment. Officially recorded national Schraler is faced with becoming a Schier's SPD catastrophic rating
unemployment reached more than 4.6  “lame duck.” on issues of economic, social welfard,
million at the end of January, an un-  Butthereis no natural law thatde- public health, and pensions. Had there
precedented increase of 400,000 termines thatthe Chancellor will Heean national elections in January, the
from December. lame duck. He can escape that fate, if Social Democrats would have endgd

Even the strong anti-lraqg war mo- he finally adopts at least crucial as-a devastating 26-28%, whereap
bilization which the SPD launched pects of what Helga Zepp-LaRouche, the opposition Christian Democrats
during the last two weeks of the elec- the national chairwoman of thveuld have won close to or slightly

-

tion campaign, could not turn the gen-LaRouche movement’s 'EBo party, above 50%.

eraltrendaround and preventthismas- advised himto do, in her “Open LetterThe LaRouche B8o party, which

sive abstention by Social Democratido Chancellor Schmer” in Sep- addressed the combination of “Firjan-
voters. But without the anti-war mobi-  tember. cial Crash and Threat of War” in all its

lization, the disastrous would have Inthe Open Letter, she urged him campaign leaflets, appearances,| and
been a much bigger one for the SPD; to drop the insane policy of budgaeetings, visibly increased its recogf
the meager vote they got was actualljpalancing at the expense of labor, in- nition among voters, doubling and
a great improvement over previous dustry, and technology developmengn tripling the vote it received in the
polls. More than the average figure forto walk out of the European Union’s  last elections, in Hesse and Loper
the vote losses, the fact that in 98 of Maastricht budgeting straitjacket, &&kony. The BSo won 0.8% in
100 election districts in Lower Sax-to reorient German economic policy Wiesbaden, the state capital of Hegse,
ony, and in 46 of 55 districts in Hesse, towards a pioneering exports and testd 0.5% in Hanover, the state capita
the Christian Democrats (CDU) werenology-transfer role for the industrial — of Lower Saxony. The fact that in sgv-
ahead of the SPD, illustrates what a development of all the countries alerg election sub-districts there, it
disaster Feb. 2 was for the Social Demthe Eurasian Land-Bridge. reached above 1%, shows that there is
ocrats. Schider was within direct reach good growth potential for the
The CDU, however, managed toof that new principle of economic pol- LaRouche movement.

EIR February 14, 2003 Economics 21

© 2003 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.


http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2003/eirv30n06-20030214/index.html

