Africa Unites
Against Iraq War

by David Cherry

“Thereis an alternative to war,” says the terse statement of
the 22nd Heads of State Conference of Africa and France,
issued on Feb. 20 in Paris. It states, “ The use of force, which
entailsseriousrisksof destabilization of theregion, for Africa,
and the world, should only be alast resort.” Of Africa’s 53
nations, al but Somalia were represented there by a head of
state or government.

South African President Thabo Mbeki told the French
daily Le Monde on Feb. 22 that the Franco-African summit’s
declaration was a reaffirmation of the oneissued by the Afri-
can Union (AU) summit in Addis Abeba, Ethiopiaon Feb. 3.
But it was also, he said, aresponse to “arequest of the three
African countries currently onthe UN Security Council: An-
gola, Guinea, and Cameroon. Each of them cameto meto get
the African positionon Iraq clarified,” beforethe AU summit.
Afterwards, he said, “1 told them, ‘Y ou asked for a mandate
andyou got one. Now stick toit.” Today, thingsareeven more
clear cut, becausewehavereaffirmedthispositioninaplenary
meeting” at the Franco-African summit.

Le Monde asked, “Are the three countries bound by this
common position?” Mbeki answered, “They represent the
African continent and must therefore expressto the Security
Council what Africaasawhole has decided.”

There is also a mandate behind the mandate: It is the
mandate of certain knowledge, on the part of a significant
number of African leaders, that an Anglo-Americaninvasion
of Irag will “deliver a deadly blow,” in Mbeki’s words, to
billions of impoverished people, most of them far from Iraq,
because of the war’s effects on the world economy, starting
with askyrocketting oil price. The consequencesarefar more
serious than anything U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney and
the chicken-hawks can threaten or promise. There is, there-
fore, much passion behind the laconic words of the Paris
declaration, throughout Africa.

AcrossAfrica, Regection and Anger

Dr. Jibril Muhammad Aminu, Nigeria soutgoing ambas-
sador to Washington, spoke against war with unusual frank-
ness—unusual for someone who still represents his govern-
ment—in an interview in Washington published at
www.allAfrica.com on Feb. 14.

Theeventsof 9/11, Ambassador Aminu said, “ made peo-
ple sympathize very much with the U.S. But we don’ t under-
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stand how this has been trandated into war against Irag. . . .
You have a feeling that people are digging . . . to find ex-
cuses.” Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, he said, calls
the Palestinian freedom fighters “terrorists’ and finds great
sympathy in the United States with the idea that his struggle
against the Palestiniansis equal to America’s, or theworld's,
struggle against terrorism. “ That doesn’t really sell very well
with us. . . . Now they have advanced that you have to ‘pre-
empt’ inorder to stop terrorismfrom aligning itself toarogue
state with weapons, finding evidence of a relationship be-
tween Irag and al-Qaeda. These things worry people! What-
ever the UN people say—theinspectors. . . or the Secretary-
General—isall just brushed aside. . . .

“1f you go to Nigeria, youwill find many peopleadmiring
the United States. . .. But you will also not find anybody
sympathizing with the American position on Irag.”

Across Africa, rejection and anger take their various
forms. President Paul Biyaof Cameroon expresses his*com-
plete adherence” to the decisions of the Paris summit. Ango-
lan Ambassador to the UN Ismael Martins speaks of the
terrible consequences of such a war for the entire world,
and favors the French-German-Russian approach. Fradique
de Menezes, President of S3o Tome and Principe, who pre-
fers his country’s status as a U.S. client state, opposes the
war, and says so. President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe
asks, in addressing the Non-Aligned Movement, why should
the United States determine whether Iraq builds nuclear
weapons? As part of the massive demonstrations against
the war in South Africa, Christians and other non-Muslims
attend Friday prayers at one of Johannesburg's largest
MOoSsques.

The Ugandan peopl €' srecent lesson inidentifying terror-
ism is symbolic of what Africans are learning all across the
continent. Twenty organizationsin Kampalaplanned an anti-
war demonstration for Feb. 18, but it was called off at thelast
minute, “after police warned organizers they would be held
responsiblefor utterancesthat would upset rel ations between
UgandaandtheU.S.,” according to the African Church Infor-
mation Service (ACIS) on Feb. 24.

The intensity of opposition to the war in Uganda is so
great, said ACIS, that U.S. Ambassador Jimmy Clocker com-
plained that Kampala was nearer to Baghdad than it was to
Guludistrictinnorthern Uganda, wheretheL ord’ sResistance
Army (LRA) hasbeenlaunching attacks. Here' sthelesson: In
2001, the State Department put the LRA onitslist of terrorist
organizations, where it belongs. For years, the LRA has
sought to overthrow the Ugandan government and set up a
government “based on the Ten Commandments.” Toward
thisend, it butchers Ugandans by the thousand, or burnsthem
alive in their thatched huts, forces young boysto join in this
bestiality, and takes their sisters for sexua playthings. But
sincelate January, Ambassador Clocker and the State Depart-
ment have been insisting that the Ugandan government must
enter a“dialogue” withthe LRA!

International 41

© 2003 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.


http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2003/eirv30n09-20030307/index.html

