Republic, and travelled ahead to thelife of Jeanne D’ Arc and
the tragedy of Shakespeare’s Hamlet. Many in the audience
compared LaRouche’ s remarks to the famous “walk through
world history” inRev. Dr. Martin Luther King’ saddresstothe
Memphis sanitation workers, the night beforehewasbrutally
assassinated in April 1968.

On Feb. 24, LaRouche travelled to Little Rock, where
he addressed the Legidative Black Caucus, despite the
fact that state Democratic Party officias, fresh from the
DNC Winter Meetings in Washington, engaged in a frantic
last-minute attempt to stop him from doing so. (At the
DNC meetings, Arkansas state chairman Ron Oliver, who
preaches an “al-inclusive Democratic Party,” had threat-
ened to have the LaRouche youth arrested to keep
them out.)

TheTimesRecord of Fort Smithreported from LittleRock
that “Presidential candidate Lyndon LaRouche told black
lawmakers M onday that improving transportation infrastruc-
ture, such as the railway system and the air transportation
industry, iskey to rebuilding the U.S. economy. LaRouche, a
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guest of Rep. Hank Wilkins, IV (D-PineBIluff), attheLegidla
tive Black Caucus, said the United States and Europearein a
‘terminal general financia crisis' that is not being addressed
because of homeland security concerns and a pending war in
Irag. To correct the sagging economy, he suggested pumping
money intoinfrastructureprojects, likeFranklin D. Roosevelt
did during the Depression. He said states could pool their
resources and borrow money from the government for such
projects.

“*Much of this has to be done at the state level,’” the
newspaper quoted the candidate. “ * That is, many of the pro-
gramswhich arerequired to bring thelevel of thetax revenue
base of the state up to adurably manageablelevel will require
large-scal e basic economicinfrastructure programs asalead-
ing feature. Thismeanstransportation, thismeanswater man-
agement, this means generation and distribution of power,
this means health care, which isa disaster now, and it means
areas of education.” LaRouche got 22 percent of the vote in
the 2000 Democratic state primary, won by Vice President
Al Gore. Despite qualifying for the state ballot in Arkansas

“To Deal With a Depression’

DemocraticPresidential pre-candidate LyndonLaRouche
spoketo member s of the Black Caucusof Arkansas, in Pine
Bluff on Feb. 24.

Chairman Wilkins, members of the Caucus, thank you for
inviting me here. I'll concentrate my remarks in four
areas, essentially.

Oneg, isthat the United States, along with other nations,
especially those of Europe, and the other states of the
Americas, are now inthe early phase of aterminal general
economic, financial crisis. At thistime, the Federal govern-
ment has not acknowledged that. The present Administra-
tion, in particular, and the Congress, in general, have been
sotied up withissuesof security, and the questions of war,
that these issues of the economy have not been brought
into the Federal government. Whereas, onthestatelevel —
and especially among about 46 of the 50 states—therecog-
nition of the crisis is clear, though the definition of the
causes and nature of the crisisisnot yet clear.

It is obvious to me, that what we have to do is, look
back at the 1930s, and look at what Franklin Roosevelt
did, not as amatrix for what we have to do, but as an area
of study for precedents, to deal with a depression of as
great a severity asthat of the 1929-1933 period.

Much of thishasto be done on the state level. That is,
many of theprogramswhich arerequired, tobringthelevel

of thetax revenue base of the state up to adurably manage-
ablelevel, will require large-scale, basic economic infra-
structure programs as aleading feature. This meanstrans-
portation. This means water management. This means
generation and distribution of power. This means health
care, whichisadisaster now. Thisal so meansareas of edu-
cation.

The states do not have the ahility to raise money for
expansion-growth programs, intermsof their present laws
and resources. Therefore, they will rely upon the Federa
government’s Constitutional authority to generate credit,
national credit, to be shared with the states, in support of
programswhichwill belargely utility programs, regulated
utility programs, of state governments.

A Super-TVA

Thepressurefor such actionisgoingtoincrease. States
are attempting to balance their budgets. In the short term,
this state, as others, may be able to get through the period
of crisis, temporarily. But the level of crisisis going to
increase. And measures taken in the short term, in the
months ahead, will not be durable. Therefore, we' regoing
to have to go to the more fundamental issues. This means
that the Federal government must be forced to recognize
the reality of the present international and national finan-
cial, monetary, and economic crisis. We're going to have
to have bank reorganization on alarge scale, on the Feder-
al level.

But as long as the government is looking only at so-
called security measures, and foreign policy issues, war-
fare, and so forth, the tendency is, in the Federal govern-

62 Nationd

EIR March 7, 2003

© 2003 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.


http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2003/eirv30n09-20030307/index.html

asaDemocrat, L aRouche was not recognized by the national
Democratic Party.

LaRoucheWasKey in Arkansasin 2000

Following his address to the Black Caucus, LaRouche
was officialy introduced to both the Arkansas State Senate
and House of Representatives, where hewasgreeted by warm
applause. Following a series of private meetings, LaRouche
continued his dialogue with Arkansas' political eliteinare-
ception that turned into atwo-hour in-depth discussion of his
policiesfor the nation.

LaRouche' s hosts were delighted with the way their con-
stituents responded to his visit, and angered by the strong-
arm tactics of the party bureaucracy. In the 2000 Arkansas
Democratic Primary, at theinsistence of the Gore-Lieberman
apparatus, Party officials behaved in a similar manner when
they discounted thevotesof 53,150 Arkansas Democratswho
voted for LaRouche. Later, during the general election, Gore
lost the state of Arkansas by almost precisely that number of
votes. Had that not occurred, Gore would have had sufficient

electoral votes, despite the loss in Florida, which had been
considered aswing state in any case, to win the Presidency.

A further sign of LaRouche's powerful influence in the
crisis is the announced program of Rep. Dennis Kucinich
(D-0Onhio), who chairs the House Progressive Caucus and is
weighing a Presidential bid. Kucinich’s website says, “1 see
anewly rebuilt America. | see anew horizon where America
provides ameansto have massive public worksto rebuild our
cities, our water systems, our public transportation systems,
our schools, our parks, our public energy systems. Nearly
$150 billion is needed over 20 yearsto repair and provide for
adequatewastewater treatment systems. Another $120billion
isneeded for drinking water systems. Weneed anew financial
mechanism to get money to cities and statesto begin rebuild-
ing and to put Americaback towork. The Federal government
can givecitiesand statesloans for infrastructure programsto
be repaid over a period of 30 years, at zero interest. ... A
Federal Bank for Infrastructure M aintenance would adminis-
ter a program of lending $50 billion per year to state and
local governments.”
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crisis. We have a United Air-
lines reorganization scheme,
which isactualy disastrousin
its present form, because it
tendsto put United Airlinesin
the position of cannibalizing
the trade of airlines which are
not in bankruptcy reorganiza-
tion. American Airlinesisalso
in trouble. Therefore, our air
.. traffic system, air transport
system, aswell as our railway
system, isinastateof crisis. In
terms of power, as a result of
deregulation, excessive dere-

Lyndon LaRouche in discussion with members of the Arkansas Black Caucus, and (inset) local
coverage of histalk.

ment, to give no serious attention to these matters;
whereas, on the state level, there is screaming and holler-
ing. Some of the states don’t have the right idea.

What I'm doing, in particular, is, I’ve presented an
outline of what I’ ve sometimes called, for convenience, a
Super-TVA, an array of programs which are of a type
which havealready beenthoroughly researched by various
kinds of government agencies, which must be imple-
mented.

For example. Our present rail transport systemisdisin-
tegrating. The Amtrak system is about to collapse, unless
Federal action is taken. Our air transport system isin a

gulation, we now have a sit-
uation—as in California, a
typical case—we have a
breakdown in the ahility to
generateand distribute power inthe degree needed to meet
local needs.

So, in general, we have a problem. We must increase
Federal support for restructuring programs, which will af-
fect, largely, the states, and utility and related programs
of states—public utilities. These include these areas of
traditional infrastructure, especialy. And without thisin-
creaseinthetax revenuebase, through increase of employ-
ment, we have asocial crisisinthe United States as severe
as that Franklin Roosevelt faced in 1933, and probably
worse.

Thank you.
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