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LaRouche in Italy Outlines
Exit Strategy From War

by Claudio Celani

Lyndon LaRouche’s April 8-11 visit to Rome was full of  Luca from the Lazio Region administration.
public meetings and private discussions with political, reli-  The Capitol meeting’s theme was reiterated throughout
gious, and media representatives in an Italy which finds itself LaRouche’s Rome visit: The world is characterized by a drive
in a paradoxical situation: Its government backs the U.S. wafor a world dictatorship led by a fascist clique controlling
policy; its population overwhelmingly opposes it. the U.S. Executive, and by the disintegration of the world
Italy saw the largest anti-war demonstrations worldwide financial and monetary system. The relation between the two
with up to 3 million people in the streets of Rome, while at  aspects is similar to the relationship between the economic
the same time Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi called “legiti- crisis in 1929-30 and Hitler’s rise to power, he said, explain-
mate” the Anglo-American decision to invade Iraq, in defi- ing how the Nazi party was rescued and put in power by
ance of international law and the United Nations. As a found-Anglo-American money which did not want “New Deal” co-
ing member of the European Union, the Italian government  operation between Roosevelt's U.S.A. and the von Schleicher
thus gave the mostimportant political backing to the invasionchancellorship. Like the 1933 Reichstag Fire, Sept. 11, 2001
and created a severe split with EU partners France and Ger- ~ was used to carry out a coup in the United States. Europeat
many. Itopened a domestic crisis as well, by alienating a mosnust know the real nature of the problem, to take the first step
important constituency—Catholic voters who followed the  towards the solution.
Pope—indicating that Prime Minister Berlusconi mighthave = Peace demonstrations are not sufficient to avoid war,
lost his popular mandate. LaRouche said, but they give legitimization to those political
LaRouche provided leadership to both opponents anteaders who develop actions to stop the war. Above all, these
supporters of the government, illustrating the nature of the  actions must occur on a strategic-economic level, with the
“chicken-hawk” faction controlling U.S. policy, and indicat- perspective of Eurasia-wide economic development, made
ing how the political class must use the legitimized peace possible by putting the current bankrupt financial and mone-
movement to provide a peace-building policy based on ecatary system through bankruptcy reorganization and establish-
nomic development strategy. LaRouche’s intervention might ~ ing a new system able to generate credit for long-term invest-
have cast the seeds for switching Italian policy back to itament and trade agreements on the Eurasian continent.
traditional republican role.
LaRouche outlined the exit strategy from the war policy ‘ Devastating Critique’ of U.S. Policy
already in his public appearance April 8 at the Rome Capitol, Nino Galloni's book,Beyond Sustainable Devel opment:
asaspecial guestat a conference organized to present the nBwironment as Target, Growth as Constraint, is initiating
book by economist Dr. Nino Galloni. Other speakers werea revolution in the Italian left. It rejects not only “shareholder
Paolo Raimondi, President of the Italian Solidarity Move-  value” as the paradigm for economic policy, but also its
ment; Pino Battaglia, President of the Committee on Sociafalse alternative, the neo-Malthusian ideology of “sustain-
Security Policies of the Rome municipality; Elisa Manna of  able growth.” Instead, Galloni maintains, we should go back
the well-known CENSIS research center; Matteo Costantinito scientific and technological growth, the only “constraint”
President of the Young Europeans Movement; and Mario De  able to generate resources and improve environmental condi
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tions as well.

To make the point, Galloni went through elementary—
but forgotten—illustrations of how adifferent, superior tech-
nology increases the availability of resources by orders of
magnitude. LaRouche developed the subject by placing the
issue of the relationshi ps between man and nature in the con-
text of V.I. Vernadsky’ s scientific theory, according to which
human cognitive activity is an indispensable element of the
physical development of the universe. This proposition was
welcomed by all speakers and by long applause by the more
than 100 persons filling the room in the Capitol building.

Commenting on LaRouche's speech, Mr. Battagliafrom
the Romemunicipality remarked that LaRouche could hardly
be called “anti-American”; and yet, “his critique is perhaps
themost devastating onewe haverecently heardto thecurrent
American policy, and we thank him for that.” Other speakers
referred to LaRouche as setting the standard for the discus-
sion, whilemembers of the audience posed several questions,
suchas, “What isthedifference betweenthehistorical Bretton
Woods and the one you are proposing today?’ This gavethe
American Presidential candidate the possibility to develop
the idea of a credit-generating system, based on a national-
banking policy and on trade agreements among groups of
sovereign nations.

This issue was also a subject of discussion the next day,
at ameeting withmembersof theltalian Parliament organized
by Senators Patrizia Toja and Oskar Peterlini. Participants
raised the issue of re-establishing a regime of international
law as a political priority to prevent world chaos, and asked
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Lyndon LaRouche (second
fromright) in the Capitol in
Rome at the announcement of a
new book by economist Dr.
Nino Galloni (fourth from
right). Agenpar| headlined:
“LaRouche: Europe Should
. Have Close Relations to
Russia, India, and China.”

LaRouche whether this should involve astrengthening of the
United Nations' functions. LaRouchewarned against aworld
authority as aremedy to world disorder, asaworld authority
givesimpulseto aworld empire. The UN isthe best thingwe
have, he said, and we must keep working through it; but he
suggested that Italy move through the EU asagroup of coop-
erating nations, to stimulate Eurasian treaty agreementswith
China, India, Russia, etc.

Thenational legislatorsinformed LaRouchethat aninitia-
tiveisunder way to introduce in the Senate the same kind of
resolution for a“new world financial architecture” whichwas
approved in September 2002 by the Chamber of Representa-
tives.

Theissue of international law wasalso up front in private
meetings with religious representatives, who stressed the
Pope’'s most recent speeches on the subject. Even palitical
representatives of the government majority, who publicly
support the U.S. government, told LaRouche privately that
they consider the Irag war’ sdisruption of international legal-
ity asadisaster. What surprised them most, however, wasthe
absence of opposition in the U.S. Congress, even compared
tothat against PrimeMinister Tony Blair intheBritish Parlia-
ment. The problem, LaRouche explained, is that the same
financial interests behind the chicken-hawks control the lead-
ership of the Democratic Party. There are members of Con-
gresswho only need leadership, whichisLaRouche' stask, in
order to stand up and wage an opposition fight.

The candidate al so answered many questionsat ameeting
with members of the Italian Institute for Asia, wherethe dis-
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