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Report From Germany by Rainer Apel

L atest Incident Aimed at Anti-War Policy b about e
oupts about a suicide. orme

Former Economics Minister Jirgen Mollemann’ sdeathina Foreign ~ Minister ~ Hans-Dietrich

. . Genscher, under whose auspiced-Mo
parachuteincident poses questions. lemann made his political career, saigl

that he had known Memann as an

O energetic politician who would never

n June 5, news broke thatrgen Democrats (FDP), did notwantto say commit suicide. Genscher’s statenent
Méllemann had died in a parachute anything against Sharon or Bushwss highly unusual. Likewise, Wolf-
jump near the North Rhine-Westpha-Mdéllemann funded it through other  gang Kubickiand Rainéd&nle, the
lia city of Marl. According to accounts  sources, including his own money. FDP state chairmen in Schleswig
by others who jumped with him, his  None of the charges have ever Holstein and Rhineland-Palatingte,
main parachute opened, but after sev- been proven: for example, tlwated their doubts. Kubicki reported
eral seconds it came off; Mlemann through his chairmanship of the Ger-that he had been on the phone with
seemed unable to open his reserve man-Arab Society, he might have g@temann two hours before the inci-
parachute, nordid its automatic activamoney from Saudi Arabia or Abu  dentand saw no evidence whatsgever
tor work. Because he had trained as Dhabi for the leaflets. Nor were dfiean allegedly “depressed” or “sui-
parachutist in the Bundeswehr andcharges of tax evasion. But the FDP cidal” man.lEmann’s legal situa-
was an experienced sports jumper, the party executive first forcéle-Motion had been improving, Kubicki
incident left no doubt that somethingmann out of his post as national vice- said, and they had arranged to medtthe
awful had happened. An accident? chairman, then from the FDP groupvgek after.
Sabotage? Suicide? the Bundestag and from the party. Chancellor Gerhard Sidrro

Most media initially went with the There has been only one precedestated in Berlin hours after Mie-
“suicide” story, in part because thatfor such a massive campaign in post- mann’s death that although they had
morning police had begun a search of war German history—the mediten disagreed, he had always
Méllemann’s offices and home, as partvitch-hunt against Uwe Barschel, the “esteemed him as a discussion part-
of an investigation of alleged embez- former Christian Democratic Uniaer.” Inan obituary, Schiaer said that
zlement and tax evasion; only minutegjovernor of Schleswig-Holstein, who “Monann’s merits as a former mem-
earlier a Bundestag commission had was found dead in a Geneva hmebf government will “always be re-
voted to lift his parliamentary immu- room on Oct. 10, 1987. The initial membered.”Monann, chairman of
nity as a deputy. Milemann had been  story about Barschel’s alleged suicidbe German-Arab Society for 22 years,
informed about these developmentamid charges of murky financial and  had regularly been consulted| by
shortly before he boarded the planefor  political deals, soon collapsed,Sebfaer about the Arab world. It is
his jump. more and more details became knowrsaid that these consultations contrilp-

Many, if not mostin Germany had  about the strange circumstances oflitiisd to strengthening the govern
difficulties buying that story. After all, death and the disappearance of crucialment’s firm “No” to the Iraq War.
Méllemann had been the target of a forensic evidence. The inconclusiveParenthetically, Mbemann was
vicious media campaign for more tharnofficial investigation into hisdeathhas  never an “anti-Semite.” He suppoited
a year, for his opposition to the policy been shut down for years, but mdasaeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rab-
of Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon believe he was killed by circles who in’'s peace process before the lattgr's
in Palestine, and tothe war drive ofthe  ran the illegal East-West arms asdassination in 1995, but he opposed
Bush Administration chicken-hawksdrugs trade, into whose dealings he Sharon’s war drive, and also Samuel
after Sept. 11, 2001. When that cam- had gained some insight. BarscheHhatington’s “Clash of Civilizations”
paign, including allegations that Mo intended to testify before a parliamenthesis. Mdlemann always opposed
lemannwas “anti-Semitic,” did notsi- tary investigative committee—tweconomic sanctions against Iraq, as
lence him, another was launcheddays after his death. something that hurt the people rgther
around the funding of a million-run Several media began likening tiiean the regime. His death aims at the
anti-Sharon leaflet which he had circuBarschel and Miblemann cases on  anti-war policy of Germany, and the
lated during the national election cam-  June 6, including the line that the “fmimediate repudiation of the suicide
paign in September 2002. The executruth will never be found out.” But this thesis by leading politicians indicates
tive of Mdllemann’s party, the Free time, prominent politicians voicedn awareness of this link.
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