LaRouche Statement

Charges Versus Cheney Are
Grounds for Impeachment

This statement was released on June 7 in Washington, D.C.
by the LaRouche in 2004 Presidential campaign committee.

In the midst of a growing mountain of evidence that Vice
President Dick Cheney led abattery of senior Bush Adminis-
tration officials, in repeatedly using what was known to be a
forged document from a foreign government to corral Con-
gressional and public support for the Irag war, Democratic
Presidential pre-candidate Lyndon LaRouche issued a
sharply worded statement today, insisting on afull investiga-
tion documenting exactly what Vice President Cheney knew,
when he knew it, and precisely what he did, contrary to what
he knew to bethe truth.

The charges against Cheney are centered on the fact that
theVicePresident repeatedly used documents, allegedly from
the government of Niger, purporting to show Iragi govern-
ment effortsto purchaselarge quantitiesof uranium precursor
“yellow cake” from that African nation, long after helearned
that the documents were forged.

On June 2, Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.), the ranking
Democrat ontheHouse Government Reform Committee, sent
aletter to President George W. Bush, demanding afull expla-
nation from the Administration, as to why senior Bush Ad-
ministration officials, including Vice President Dick Cheney,
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, and the President
himself, “cited forged evidence about Irag’ s attempts to ob-
tain nuclear materials.”

In a statement released through his national spokes-
woman, Debra Hanania-Freeman, LaRouche was quoted as
saying:

“Let there be no mistake about it. The nature of these
charges constitute hard grounds for impeachment. The ques-
tion has to be taken head on. It is time for Dick Cheney to
come clean. | want to know exactly what Dick Cheney knew
and when he knew it. The charges are grave and specific and
|eave no wiggleroom. Determining who knew what and when
is, at thistime, an urgent matter of national security.”

Freeman, citing LaRouche's own track record in chal-
lenging the avalanche of disinformation and “spun” intelli-
gence productsthrown up by the Straussian neo-conservative
network inside the Bush Administration to launch the recent
war against Irag, said that LaRouchewasuniquely positioned
to hold not only the Administration itself, but aso the other
Democratic Presidential candidates accountablefor their un-
critical endorsement of what amounts to an ongoing fraud
against the Congress and the American people.
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She said that the chronology of events documented in
the Waxman letter, indicatesthat Vice President Cheney was
among the first Administration officials to be informed that
the Niger documents wereforgeries, and that he nevertheless
continued to assert theNiger-Irag uranium story asfact. “ This
kind of witting, repeated fraud against the Congress and the
people of the United States represents a crime of the highest
order. And, assuch, | cantell youthat Mr. LaRouchewill see
toit that adetermination is made, and made quickly, and that
hewill not back off until appropriateand severeaction against
those perpetrating thisfraud istaken.”

Appendix: Chronology

» Sometime in late 2001, the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency received anumber of documents on the letterhead of
the Niger government, detailing repeated attempts by Iraq to
purchase vast quantities of uranium oxide “yellow cake,” a
precursor for nuclear weapons production.

* Inearly 2002, Vice President Cheney requested that the
documents be investigated and, as a result, a former U.S.
Ambassador to African countries was dispatched to Niger.

» Sometime in February 2002, officials of the CIA, the
State Department, and the Vice President were informed by
the ex-Ambassador that the documents were forgeries. The
fact that the documents were forgeries was reported around
the Bush Administration.

* Nevertheless, on Sept. 24, 2002, Bush Administration
officialsand CIA officials briefed Congressional |eadersthat
the Iragiswere attempting to purchase“yellow cake” froman
African country. The same day, the Office of British Prime
Minister Tony Blair published adossier on Iraq’ sweapons of
mass destruction, asserting the same fal se information about
the Niger uranium purchases.

* On Dec. 19, 2002, the U.S. State Department published
aone-page fact sheet, disputing Irag’ s weapons declarations
tothe United Nations Security Council, again citing the Niger
sales of “yellow cake” to Iraqg.

* During January 2003, every top national security offi-
cial of the Bush Administration, including National Security
Advisor Condoleezza Rice, Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld, and President Bush himself, cited Iraq’ s effortsto
obtain nuclear materialsfrom Africa, in briefings, interviews,
and, in the case of George Bush, in his State of the Union ad-
dress.

* On March 7, 2003, Dr. Mohammed El Baradei, the di-
rector general of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), delivered testimony before the United Nations Secu-
rity Council, in which he exposed the Niger documents as
shoddy frauds.

* Even following the El Baradei revelations, Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney, appearing on March 16 on “Meet the
Press,” repeated the Irag nuclear-material lie.

The next day, Representative Waxman wrote hisfirst let-
ter to President Bush, demanding an accounting of the repeti-
tion of proven fabrications.
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