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] ] multilaterally, “towards the establishment of a multipolar and
India-Russia just world order based on sovereign equality of all States,
their territorial integrity and non-interference in their internal
affairs. Threatsto global security and strategic stability should
be dealt with taking into account the legitimate security con-

Summ]_t BU]_ldS ‘Strategic siderations of all States.”

They also propose a dialogue of civilizations: “India and
Trj_al’]_gle’ Potentlal the Russian Federation are convinced that greater interaction
and mutual respect among diverse societies and cultures will
lead both to enrichment of these cultures as well as to en-

by Mary Burdman hanced harmony and security in the world. . .. There is no
place. . . for any type of extremistideology and intolerance.”
India and Russia enjoyed decades of very close political and Both nations have internal as well as international reason:

economic ties during the last half-century. The Nov. 11-13for this strategic approach. They are “two large and influential
summit of Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and democracies,” multi-national and multi-cultural, with many
Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow showed the twdanguages, religions, and peoples in one large nation. The
governments committed to transforming their relationship to Indian Prime Ministdrtstikkaya Gazeta that at the time

deal with a crisis-ridden world. War and terrorism are graveof its independence, many had thought that India, with all its
threats to the stability of these two nations’ “
borhood”—a vast region which includes Afghanistan, Irag,could not survive as a democratic nation for long. “We have

common neigh- peoples, religions, and languages, and burdened by poverty,

Pakistan, and Chechnya. In their joint Declaration on “Global proved the skeptics wrong,” he said. “The magnitude of this

Challenges and Threats to World Security and Stability” ofachievement is sometimes not fully appreciated.” This lesson

Nov. 12, they opposed “any type of extremist ideology and from history shapes Indian—and Russian—policymaking

intolerance,” and pledged that they will “resist with their full today.
might all forms of extremism.” Of the four international “crisis spots” discussed by Putin
The statement certainly aims at the religious and otheand Vajpayee, the first, discussed in greatest detail, was the

extremists who generated such havoc in Afghanistan and urgent need to stabilize Afghanistan, where extremism anc

other nations of Central and West Asia. But it could also applydrug production are both rising dangerously. They also called
to ideologies growing in other, very different, nations, which  for the “earliest restoration of Irag’s sovereignty”; for ending
also threaten world peace. the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; and supported the Six-Power

In New Delhi on the eve of Vajpayee’s departure, Indian ~ Talks to peacefully settle the nuclear issue on the Korean

Foreign Secretary Kanwal Sibal had forecast the strategiPeninsula. They offered each other mutual support in dealing

context of the summit: “Russia especially is focussingagreat  with separatism and terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir, and in

deal on global challenges and threats to world security an@€hechnya; and Moscow supported India’s initiatives, in April

stability. . . . We intend to issue a declaration on this.” and October, to break the deadlock in its relations with Pa-

The Declaration made the important primary assertiorkistan.
that the United Nations has to be the forum for dealing with
global security issues; Russia and India are “Determined teeconomic, Energy TiesKey
cooperate in countering global challenges and threats, which The friendly atmosphere of the Vajpayee’s Moscow visit

emanate frominternational terrorismin all its forms and mani- began with a quiet, private dinner with Putin at his dacha, and

festations.” But they also demand a “consistent and uncomthey held formal talks the next day. Since 2000, when their

promising approach to terrorism,” and the abandonment of = Declaration on Strategic Partnership was signed, the two na:

“double standards” in defining terrorism and dealing with it. tions have held regular annual summits. The growth of rela-

Connecting this to a realistic assessment of how terrorism  tions is shown by the President and Prime Minister's four

operates, the Declaration also expresses determination toeetings in the past 12 months: Putin visited India in Decem-

counter the grave threat posed by ever-expanding illegal drug ber 2002, completing his remarkable “triangle diplomacy”

trafficking, “narcobusiness,” and illegal arms trafficking, asfrom Moscow to Beijing and then directly to New Delhi;

key sources of financial and logistical supportto international ~ Vajpayee was an honored guest at the 300-year celebration:

terrorist operations. in St. Petersburg in May; they held meetings in France at the

In their Declaration, and, much more extensively in the  G-8 summit in June, and at the UN General Assembly in

two leaders’ “India-Russia Joint Statement” of Nov. 13, PutinSeptember. At this summit, Putin accepted an invitation to

and Vajpayee affirmed that they are “convinced that their  visitIndia again, and Vajpayee also met with Russian Deputy

strategic partnership has served as a factor in global pea¢&ime Minister Boris Alyoshin, Foreign Minister Igor lvanov,

and security.” India and Russia will cooperate, bilaterallyand  and Defense Minister Sergei lvanov. The latter was invited
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to Indiaimmediately to return the visit last January of Indian
Defence Minister George Fernandes.

The two leaders signed 10 economic and other agree-
ments, including aM emorandum of Understanding on Coop-
erationinthe Explorationand Useof Outer Spacefor Peaceful
Purposes. Most important was that Vajpayee brought with
him almost 100 leading Indian industriaists and business-
men, and addressed a Joint Meeting of Indian and Russian
businessmen on Nov. 13, which hecalled a“landmark event”
in their commercia relations. The Joint Statement after the
talkssaidthetwoleaderswant to* devisealong-term strategic
approach taking into account the mutually complementary
strengths of the two countries, the changes anticipated in the
nature of bilateral economic ties, and the emerging trends at
theglobal level. . . . They must explore each other’s existing
potential and emerging capabilities.”

Aslndiananalystspoint out, thisbig economic del egation
was particularly important amidst President Putin’s conflicts
with the Russian financial oligarchy and itsinternational sup-
porters. “Russia can how say, ‘We have friends all over the
world whowanttowork withuseconomically. Theoligarchy
hasbeen told that they must behave. Therewasal ot of discus-
sion of expansion of trade, and joint investment in strategic
areas, including in oil,” one analyst told EIR.

V gj payee emphasized complementarity of thetwo econo-
mies: India’s large market, excellent human resources, and
favorable demographics, Russia's enormous natura re-
sources, “aswell as acknowledged scientific and technol ogi-
cal excellence.” Even “during a period of major economic
slowdown around most of the globe, India and Russia have
continued to grow,” he said, and have “both achieved exper-
tise and even dominance in certain areas of technology.”

In many of India’s technological and scientific achieve-
ments—in founding its heavy industry, in space, in nuclear
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Indian Prime Minister Vajpayee
(left) and Russian President Putin
signed a“ Declaration on Global
Challenges and Threats to World
Security and Stability” at the
Kremlin on Nov. 13. Vajpayee's
visit centered also on energy and
economic cooperation, and was
seen as opportune for Putin’s
domestic showdown with Russia’s
“oligarchs.”

energy—therehasbeena” strong Russian connection,” which
V agjpayee said must be invigorated. Trade between them has
infact fallen to an annual level of lessthan $1.5 billion, from
$3.5 billion annually in Soviet days, now the two sides are
ending their special, Soviet-era “rupee-ruble” trade agree-
ments, and switching to “hard currency” trade. Some $2.7
billion worth of rupee debt under thisarrangment is till to be
settled, and Vgjpayee said that atask forceisbeing set up to
use these funds “for investment in both countries.” Putin had
proposed thisin New Delhi last December.

Nuclear Cooperation

“We are focussing on diversification from the traditional
items of trade to high-tech areas of cooperation, including
joint design and devel opment of equipment, informationtech-
nology and bio-technology,” Vapayee said. Better banking
arrangements are al so being made to expand trade.

Strategic areas of cooperation are the well-established
military ties, and energy. Russiaisabig energy exporter, and
Indiaan ever-larger importer. Russiais helping Indiabuild a
light-water nuclear power plant at Kudankulam in Tamil
Nadu, and Indiaisinvesting in the il field at Sakhalin 1.

The whole field of peaceful uses of nuclear energy has
great potential. On Nov. 3, Russian Atomic Energy Minister
Alexander Rumyantsev, on the eve of a visit to the United
States, told The Hindu that he is pushing to have the interna-
tional bans on nuclear dealswith Indialifted. “1 awaysraise
the problem of India whenever | meet my colleagues from
other countries,” hesaid. “ Thereisapressing need to review
the guidelines of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) and
work out aspecia arrangement for Indiato allow it to cooper-
atewith other countriesin the nuclear field.” Indiahad devel-
oped its nuclear weapons technologies indigenously, Rum-
yantsev said, rather than receiving them from athird country,
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and has a flawless record on nuclear non-proliferation. It has
no aternative to nuclear power to meet its growing energy
needs.

The Russian Ministry repeated thiscall on Nov. 11, after
discussions with Indian National Security Advisor Brajesh
Mishra. “Itishightimetoreview bansonnuclear co-operation
with Indiaimposed in 1992 by the Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG),” the Ministry announced. Indian Foreign Secretary
Kanwal Sibal had just told reportersin New Delhi that India
is interested in buying more nuclear energy reactors from
Russia.

Military cooperation isnow at the advanced level of joint
research, development, and training, and military exchanges.
AsVagjpayeesaidinaninterview with Trud published onNov.
11, joint military cooperation has “ outgrown the framework
of ‘buyer and seller’ relations. Interaction between Indiaand
Russia has reached the level of joint design of projects and
creation of prototype models and production.” Thisincludes
advanced military airplanes, missiles, frigates, and tanks. Fu-
ture sales of jointly produced military equipment to third
countries are now on the agenda.

Buildinga Eurasian Land-Bridge

Russia and India are also actively building the Eurasian
Land-Bridge. At the center of thisisthe“North-South Trans-
port Corridor” from India' s Indian Ocean ports via those of
Iran, through Central Asia, acrossthe Caspian Sea, to Russia.
This was launched in 2000, at first, as a group of trade
agreements to make it easier to ship goods on existing infra-
structure. Now, badly needed new infrastructure is being
built. Indiais already shipping to Russia through the Corri-
dor, and Vajpayee encouraged Russian exporters to use it
much more.

Thisyear, Russia has built several large container termi-
nals at the Russian Caspian seaports of Olya, near the large
port of Astrakhan, and Makhackala. By 2005, Russia will
complete construction of a50-kilometer railway to link Olya
with Russia s national rail network. The government has cut
port tariffs by 45% to encourage use of the new terminals.
Just before Vgjpayee’ s visit, Russian Deputy Transportation
Minister Chinghiz Izmailov told The Hindu that “it would
obviously make senseif Indian and Russian companies give
thought to establishing an international consortium for con-
tainer shipment along the North-South Transport Corridor.”

Of perhaps greater historic importance, discussion of
building thefirst-ever railroad into Afghanistan, with cooper-
ation of India, Iran, Uzbekistan, and Tgjikistan, is aso on
the agenda. This matter was to be discussed at the M oscow
summit as of strategic importance. In Tashkent on Nov. 8,
Indian External Affairs Minister Y ashwant Sinhaannounced
that India would participate in building trans-Afghanistan
roads between Termez, Uzbekistan, and the Iranian port of
Chah Bahar on the Sea of Oman. “We have decided to add a
rail link too,” he said.
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The Strategic Triangle

The Russian-Indian discussions were rounded with the
idea of the “Strategic Triangle” of Russia, China and India.
V gjpayee, who has played a key role in making Indian rela-
tions with China much warmer, discussed the “Triangle” in
an interview with Rossiskaya Gazeta. “There are severd is-
sueson which thethree countries share views and can consult
eachother,” Vajpayeesaid. “ Thecreation of ajust, multipolar
world order is one such issue. There are a large number of
areas of potential in economic cooperation among the three
countries.”

Relations between India and China have long been the
weak link among the three. Now, Vajpayee said, “relations
with Chinahavebeenimproving steadily over theyears,” with
many high-level visits, bilateral interaction, and substantially
better economic ties. “During my visit to Chinain June, we
agreed to raise our bilateral political and economic coopera-
tion to qualitatively higher levels,” Vapayee said. “As our
relationship expands and diversifies, it will increase mutual
goodwill and trust, which should facilitate resolution of our
differences between us,” including the still-unresolved bor-
der. “Wewill proceed along this course, in the conviction that
aswe intensify and diversify our economic cooperation and
people-to-people links, we can develop a climate of under-
standing and trust in which differences can be resolved from
alarger political perspective.”

Two recent events show how this larger perspective is
being created. On Nov. 14, the Indian and Chinese navies
conducted their first-ever joint naval exercise off Shanghai,
hailed by both sides as a “complete success.” This was a
“search and rescue exercise” aimed at securing maritime
trade. The exercise had been proposed during Vapayee's
Junevisit to China.

Of even greater interest, India and Nepal have agreed to
build their first-ever railroad link. Nepal, alandlocked nation
intheHimalayas, and Indiahave signed an agreement to open
arail link from Raxaul in India, over the border to Birgunj in
Nepal. India has built a 5.4 kilometer-long railway line, and
Nepal is building rail infrastructure in the town of Birgun;.
Thisis particularly important in the greater picture, because
Chinaissteadily constructing thefirst-ever railroadinto Tibet.
Whenthat iscompleted, and morerail linksare built fromthe
Indian and Nepalese side, the two most populous nations in
the world can be linked to each other in the southern tier of
the Eurasian Land-Bridge.
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