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Restore Iraq’s Constitution
by Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr.

On Nov. 28, Mr. LaRouche, the second-ranking candidate, in presence of the notorious Chalabi, will not bring
peace, but only nourish endless asymmetric warfare,popular financial support, for the 2004 Democratic Presiden-

tial nomination, issued the following statement on withdrawal and needless numerous deaths suffered by U.S.
forces deployed to play the role of targets in an end-of U.S. forces from the presently, catastrophically deteriorat-

ing situation in Iraq. less, all-day shooting-gallery.
3. Free the notable Tariq Aziz from captivity immedi-

The continued floundering of my putative rivals on the matter ately, that he might assume his obvious, and interna-
tionally respected role of influence as the most typi-of U.S. military disengagement from Iraq, prompts me to

issue the following statement. This statement is intended to cal representative of the ecumenical spirit of Iraq’s
constitutional sovereignty.help them clarify the presently confused states of mind which

nearly all of them have expressed publicly on this subject, so
far, and is also intended to signal to President George W. 2. The Present U.S. Situation in Iraq

The hope of avoiding the recent escalation of popularly-Bush, Jr., some of his immediate options for liberating the
President from the sucking quagmire into which Vice-Presi- based asymmetric warfare, ended with the instructions to

cease cooperation with the Iraq military in the urgently neededdent Cheney’s brutish, anti-constitutional blundering and
fraudulent interventions have plunged the nation and its mili- reconstruction. Through the costly effort to replace that mili-

tary’s role as a stability and engineering force, by tens oftary forces.
billions of U.S. dollars dumped into the coffers of the corpo-
rate friends of George Shultz and Vice-President Cheney,1. My Proposal

I propose that the U.S. take, immediately, three clear steps combined with continued dallying with the notorious Chalabi,
the U.S. government wrecked any possibility of success oftoward withdrawing from its presently indefensible, and rap-

idly worsening position in, not only Iraq itself, but the Middle the mission which had been newly assigned to Paul Bremer
at that juncture.East as a whole.

By abandoning its obligation as an occupying force for
the efficient reconstruction of the nation it had conquered, the1. Declare the intention of the President of the United

States to be, to cease the U.S. military occupation of United States has, for the present time, lost, by aggravated
default, all credibility for directing the internal affairs of theIraq at the earliest feasible occasion, and to notify

the UN Security Council of the U.S. intention to occupied nation. By turning the occupation of Iraq into a
carpetbaggers’ pork-barrel raid on both the U.S. Treasury andreopen the matter of Iraq’s earliest restoration to

sovereignty in its affairs, and of the U.S. govern- Iraq itself, the U.S. role has been degraded, by the overreach-
ing influence of Vice-President Cheney, from the pathetic toment’s solicitation of UN Security Council assis-

tance in bringing about this desired state of affairs. the emetic.
Now, as a result of the policies foisted upon the Bush2. Abandon the foolish attempts to craft a new constitu-

tion for Iraq. Promote the restoration of the outstand- Administration by its usurpatious Vice-President Cheney, ha-
tred against the U.S.A. has become a unifying force for asym-ing, historically rooted Constitution of that nation,

foreseeing the establishment of a provisional gov- metric warfare, not only within Iraq, but the adjoining region
as a whole. Nothing has done more to revive the rapid growthernment under that Constitution as rapidly as feasi-

ble. New-fangled concoctions tainted by the lurking of terrorism throughout the region, than the follies which
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The modern nation of Iraq was forged in popular resistance against British imperial occupation (right). Today, the U.S. occupation has
turned into a carpetbaggers’ pork-barrel raid on both the U.S. Treasury and Iraq itself, resulting in the creation of a deeply rooted
national resistance movement. Left: President Bush during a Thanksgiving Day publicity-visit to the Baghdad Airport.

Vice-President Cheney’s continuing overreaching influence Iraq military reserves being rallied against our occupation,
but a growing flood of volunteers from other places, all tohave wreaked in this deteriorating situation. This situation is,

on principle, far worse than the folly the United States suf- the effect today, that the usurpatious acting President, Vice-
President Cheney, is currently the principal source of thefered in the 1964-1972 Indo-China war. We must therefore

remove the U.S. military forces’ futile role as a sitting target nourishing and spreading of the role of terrorism through
West Asia and beyond.for that mounting hatred. Get out, and get out now!

The evidence is, that were I presently the President of the
United States, the peoples of the Arab world would trust a 3. The Existing Constitution of Iraq

The modern nation of Iraq was forged in its popular strug-reasonable proposal made by the United States. Unfortu-
nately, I am not yet President. Under the current, Cheney- gle against repeated British imperial occupation. The unity

forged in those successive wars against imperial occupyingtainted Administration, or under any among my current rivals,
there is no chance that the U.S. government could credibly forces, provided the basis for the existence of the extant Con-

stitution of Iraq. The members of the U.S. Congress, amongsustain its position as an occupying force. Therefore, for lack
of a U.S. President with relevant qualifications, we must get others, should actually read that Constitution, and absorb rea-

sonably succinct summaries of the resistance warfare whichout, and let the UN Security Council step in where both the
present U.S. Administration and the Democratic National prompted the Iraqi people to unify their nation around such

a Constitution.Committee have each failed so miserably thus far.
The following assessment of the situation must be taken

into account.
At a certain point in the recent U.S. war on Iraq, the Iraqi

military vanished from the fields of battle, retreating, as a
national militia in mufti, into a waiting position. When the
United States ceased to coopt that militia into its proper role
as a force for national reconstruction of its war-torn nation,
the present U.S. Administration pushed the militia into react-
ing as the core of an asymmetric-warfare resistance move-
ment against both the occupying U.S. forces, and also, any
agency which made itself a cooperating partner of that occu-
pation.

U.S. specialists should study the lessons of the Yugoslav
resistance to Nazi occupation, as an introduction to the kinds
of complexities which the U.S. military forces have incurred
in their ill-fated occupation efforts within Iraq. The presently

Former Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz (right), with UN
floundering, evasive General Wesley Clark, for example, like Secretary General Kofi Annan, in 2002. LaRouche calls for the
Madeleine Albright, still needs to learn that lesson. immediate freeing of the internationally respected Aziz from

captivity.Now, as a result, we have not only the millions of trained
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The present tendency of a Cheney-tainted U.S. Adminis-
tration, to fragment the nation of Iraq into an array of pathetic,
rival micro-states, can have no effect but to incite the kind of
enduring hatred and contempt for the United States, through-
out the entire region and far beyond, a pattern which we wit-
ness today in the presently worsening strategic situation cre- Philippines Faces
ated by the handiwork of, and toleration for the Israeli
assassins of Israeli Prime Minister Rabin. ‘Total Collapse’

A nation’s constitution has no more authority than that
embedded in the history of the struggle which brought it into byMichael Billington
being. The continuity of that authority must be repeatedly
renewed by bringing the broad base of the population, includ-

“I’m afraid the country is heading for total collapse,” saiding the economically poorest strata, into fresh affirmation of
the crucial principles embodied in that agreement. For exam- former Philippines Sen. Francisco “Kit” Tatad on Nov. 25;

and he is not alone in fearing such a catastrophe. Althoughple, in former times, when the United States supported a na-
tional militia, and universal military service, this relationship Presidential elections are scheduled for May, there is mount-

ing concern that military action may intervene—or, if theaffirmed and strengthened the reciprocal ties between the con-
stitutional arrangement and the population in general. election proceeds, that the results will not be credible.

Behind the political chaos is an economic crisis of explo-A viable constitution of any modern nation-state republic,
is not a financial contract to be drafted by unscrupulous law sive proportions. On Nov. 21, Finance Minister Jose Camacho

resigned suddenly, sending shock waves through the financialfirms associated with lustful financial houses, but, must be,
like our own 1776 Declaration of Independence and the Pre- system, and driving the peso to record lows. The public rea-

sons for the resignation of a man much admired by Westernamble of our Federal Constitution, an affirmation of universal
principles of natural law. Iraq has such a Constitution, forged bankers are obscure at best, but the actual reasons are not

deeply hidden. Antonio “Butch” Valdes, an economist andin struggle against oppression, and in the search for unity
of common interest among the communities of which that head of the Philippines LaRouche Society, said Camacho was

overwhelmed by the inability of the government to sustainfighting nation was composed.
The troubles which that Constitution had suffered, up to the economy and population: “The budget for next year was

not passed by the Lower House, so the government will havethe outbreak of the recent U.S. war in Iraq, were not only
tendencies toward usurpation of the powers of the state from to make do with last year’s budget, an unprecedented situa-

tion. The retirement benefit system of the Armed Forces ofwithin Iraq, but the meddling of international powers within
the affairs of not only Iraq itself, but the larger region. Pres- the Philippines (AFPRSBS) has gone bankrupt, with losses

equivalent to $550 million, from failed speculative invest-ently, since Sept. 11, 2001, within our own U.S.A., certain
forces within the Congress, among the parties, and in the ments dating to Fidel Ramos’ early 1990s Presidency. The

retirement benefits are being paid, albeit considerably late,Executive Branch, have exploited a perception of crisis to
undermine and virtually nullify crucial features of our own from still unknown sources of the budget. The Government

Service Insurance System, having incurred billions in lossesConstitution in the misused name of “emergency.” How could
such an Administration and party factions as those, be permit- from the same period’s failed speculations, needs to be bailed

out as well.”ted to adopt a holier-than-thou attitude toward the recently
toppled government of Iraq? At the spectacle of such official Senator Tatad told the Daily Tribune that Camacho must

be “grilled on why he really resigned . . . to let the peopleU.S. hypocrisy, the watching world vomits.
Today, Iraq is faced with the same kinds of constitutional know of his assessment of the economy under the present

administration.” According to Valdes, “Total governmentchallenges under which its presently outstanding Constitution
came into being. Therefore, the U.S. Government were a fool, foreign debt is $57 billion. . . . Government domestic debt is

nearly as great, and conditional debt, due to sovereign guaran-if it attempted, as it is now, to fix that which is not broken; to
replace a true Constitution forged in history, with a pact tees, is estimated at $30 billion. Projected debt service re-

quirements for 2004 are [$8.2 billion], while the proposeddrafted by crooked lawyers. Nothing better fits the situation
in Iraq today, than that outstanding Constitution. That should budget for next year is [$16 billion]. Since the maturities of

new debt have been shortened, and some restructured oldbe the opinion of the government of the U.S.A.
Meanwhile, now, as sometimes, the humiliation of one’s debts are maturing next year, it would seem clear, especially

to Secretary Camacho, that interest payments, which are whatown government, when done for the sake of freeing that gov-
ernment from self-destructive practices, is the most patriotic we actually pay to service debt, have finally surpassed our

capacity to borrow.”act of all. We should not be awed by scoundrels who, like
Vice-President Cheney and his Richly-endowed I. Lewis The Philippine currency has fallen by two pesos to the

dollar this year, to 55.67. Every one-peso fall adds nearly $1Libby, wrap their wicked deeds in the name of “patriotism.”
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