fighting, and take thisfight to the international level.”

SynarchistsFear Argentina

Acrossthe Atlantic, LYM chaptersin Washington, D.C.,
Mexico, Peru, and Colombiabegan coordinated deployments
on Feb. 13, bringing to Argentine embassies a message of
support, but also challenging President Kirchner to break with
thelMFaltogether. They met with embassy officials,towhom
they gave copiesof the open letter which the ArgentineLY M
had sent to Kirchner on Feb. 10, requesting a personal meet-
ing, and urging him to continue his defense of the nation’s
interests by adopting LaRouche's proposals.

InaFeb. 23 discussion, six days after the death of former
Mexican President José L6pez Portillo, Lyndon LaRouche
added a new dimension to the fight. He said that the slogan
“Defend Argentina—Honor L opez Portillo” would betheap-
propriate banner under whichtorally in defense of Argentina
initswar with IMF and allied synarchist financial interests.
LaRouche emphasized that the filthy lies spewed out by the
Anglo-American media about Lopez Portillo, his personal
friend and longtimecollaborator, reflectsthesynarchists’ hys-
teria over the potential that the Argentine fight represents
today (see EIR, Feb. 27).

Under conditionsof global financial collapse, these bank-
ersare terrified about what might happen with Argentina. In
aFeb. 23 press conference in Washington, Swedish Finance
Minister Gunnar Lund warned that if Argentina weren't
forced to impose the austerity necessary to ensure larger debt
payents, thiswould set a dangerous example for neighboring
Brazil, whose President Lulada Silvaisworking “very hard”
Lund said, to obey the IMF.

Hence the loud threats against Argentinathat came from
the Feb. 24 meeting of the newly formed Global Committee
of ArgentinaBondholders(GCAB), whichclaimstoofficially
represent the majority of foreign bondholders, butinfactisa
front for the most vicious of the vulture funds. The GCAB
stated that it will get the IMF to force Argentina to make a
better offer to them, or facethelikelihood that the Fund won't
approvethe second review of itsloan accord, now under way.
The Fund is wielding the threat that “good progress’ in the
restructuring negotiations is a conditionality for approving
the review, and the subsequent disbursemment of funds on
which Argentinais counting in order to make a $3.1 hillion
payment to the IMF on March 9.

OnFeb. 18, German FinanceMinister HansEichel visited
Buenos Aires, to demand that Argentina“follow the rules of
theinternational community” by offering abetter deal on the
debt restructuring. When called by EIRon Feb. 26, oneofficial
in Eichel’s office wouldn't even discuss Argentina, for fear
that anything he said on this “very sensitive” issue, might
immediately influence international markets or trigger big
international capital flows. Ask meabout South K orea, or any
other country, hetold the caller, but “ don’t ask me about Ar-
gentina.”
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Interview: Eddie Tucker

Alabama Schools Might
Not Even Open Next Year

Eddie Tucker is a City Councilman of Talladega, Alabama.
He gave this report on the current crisis, and the last 40
years' shiftsinthe economy of hiscity, county and state, inan
interview with Marcia Merry Baker of EIR on Feb. 14, 2004.

EIR: We are dl hearing the Big Lie, that nationally, new
jobsare “just around the corner.” And the other Big Lie, that
consumer pricesare“under control.” But in fact, the problem
is not just someone without a job, or someone facing a bit of
inflation—people are expending their whole lives, trying to
get medical treatment, or travel to ajob, and so on.

Let’s talk about your own Alabama situation in those

terms.
Tucker: Yes. In Taladega, we are facing very high unem-
ployment; and in the state of Alabama, you know, it’'s very
high unemployment. And not only that, the state is bankrupt,
and we don't really have money to operate.

The Governor tried to pass a big tax plan, and it failed,
because the people wouldn’t buy into it. And so, we're at a
point, we don’t know what we're going to do for next year.
Teachers have to be paid. Buses have to run. Roads have to
bebuilt. Therealot of thingsthat haveto bedone, and there's
no real solution in sight. So the only other thing that we're
going to haveto do, isto raise taxes; but if the people are out
of work, and they can't pay it, it'saviciouscycle.

EIR: Your state was in the news last Fall, because you are
one of thefew in the country whose financial year ends Sept.
30, and without new taxes—which no one could pay anyway,
you made all these drastic cutsin state and local government
functions.

Tucker: Yes. We'vehad alot of cuts. Everybody is cutting
everything to the bone. We' ve closed schools.

EIR: For certain days?
Tucker: No. We closed buildings.

EIR: Shut them down?

Tucker: Shut the whole school down. Fired teachers. In
other words, we didn’t et them come back for the next school
year, because of not having enough money. Wecut programs.
There' seven talk about cutting athletics next.

EIR: How many buildings did the school district have, be-
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fore they shut down some?
Tucker: We had eight buildings, and we shut down two, so
now we only have six.

EIR: Justinthelast eight months?
Tucker: Yes.

EIR: Let'slook at this problem—since we get the Big Lie
nationally, and since thinking about the problem is part of
understanding what’s involved in the solution. You're not
one who has been in office for decades—you'’ re not an older
man. But could you characterize the downslide over recent
decades? Compared to the 1960s, say, and the hope at the
time of Dr. Martin Luther King?
Tucker: Yeah. Sure. In Talladega, and al throughout Ala-
bama, we had the greatest textile mill operations going, any-
where. We stayed with the textiles. When all the other states
stopped having textile mills, we kept on with them, because
we didn’t know anything else. As aresult, we stayed in the
textile business too long. And even as far as the 1998-99
period, still we had the textile mills as the major employers.
But now, they shipped all the jobs overseas, and textiles are
no morein America. And they’ re closing down.

We had Palm Beach; we had Crown; we had Weehakkee.
We had just awhole bunch of factories—M ohawk.

EIR: Cloth, garments?

Tucker: Yes. We made the garment; we made the thread.
We did the whole operation. We had everything going on
in Talladega.

EIR: So,justinthelast fiveyears, it shut?

Tucker: Yes. Shut everything down. Thereare no moretex-
tilemills, except one, in Talladeganow. And that oneisabout
to close. They closed half of the operation; and we feel like,
in the next two or three years, they're going to close the
other half.

EIR: So, inthousands of jobs, what was the change?
Tucker: We had over 6,000 jobs in textiles. Now we have
about 300. That'sit.

EIR: Now, looking at the necessities of life. Naturaly, you
need a paycheck. So some of these 6,000 people might have
got ajob acounty away or—

Tucker: Oh, yeah. They moved. Infact, our City population
has gone down about 2,000 people, in somewhere between
threeto five years. And so this had a big economic impact on
us, as far as tax revenues, and money and retail business.
It'sjust had areal bad economic effect on us. And so we're
scrambling trying to find tax dollarsto meet our budget needs
for the City.

EIR: Just to keep the services.

8 Economics

Talladega City and County

Of Alabama's 67 counties, Talladega, located in the
northeast quadrant of thestate, had apopulationin 2002
of 81,440, rising only very slowly over the past few
years, as the textile mills and other major workplaces
shut down. In 1995, the County population was in the
range of 76,300. Over the past decade, over 20% of its
residents ranked below the official poverty level.

The population of the county seat, Talladega City,
has fallen outright, dropping by more than 13% from
1990, when the census showed 17,432, down to 15,143
as of 2000, and falling even more since then, as people
moved out looking for jobs.

In Talladega, these declinesreflect the local impact
of the shift of textile manufacturing abroad and shut-
down of U.S.-based plants, under the past decades of
so-called freetrade. Other industrieshavebeen hit simi-
larly in Alabama, from steel-making in Birmingham,
to pulp and paper.

The graph showsthedrastic fall in numbers of pro-
duction workers nationwide employed in textile mills,
from just 1998—when employment wasin the range of
540,000—down to barely 350,000 last fall.

Tucker: Just to keep the services going. We can't afford
sidewalks, or anything like that. We just have to do the bare
necessities, like run our buildings, you know, pick up the
garbage and the paper, and just keep the streets clean. We
have recreation and al that.

EIR: What about the water system?
Tucker: Thewater system sort of paysfor itself, becausethe
peoplewho usethewater haveto pay it, sowehavewater bills.

EIR: How havethose hills gone up?

Tucker: Oh yes, they’ve gone up. They used to be—our
systemsarevery old. Y ou know, our infrastructureisreal old
there. We don’t have sidewalks. We have big, open ditches
that the water runsthrough. We don’t have, you know, pipes
covered, and a good drainage system. We don’'t have those.
Y ou know, in most places—we have very few.

But if you see Talladega, it looks like Rome. We have
paved streets, we have some sidewalks, but in all cases, we
don't have sidewalks. We don’t have curbs and gutters and
al that—thingsyou takefor granted when you cometo acity.

EIR: Compared to 30 or 40 years ago, when the mills were
running and people had jobs, they may havelived in walking

EIR March 5, 2004



Lag — Ii B L e i dqu i L
PR Sy D e
e —y 1= x e A

& I | ._.| P | ”":”..'I-é'v ___. R L 2

e ol e | R T P iy |
[ - n T N T bt
.-_.r__.!__{-.:i--!-' ...1.-.:.,!- —r\v';‘_ -"j-rsjtfln—] | — -"'.'1--- fl

Ty .1......... | mnansn (7 Torsy [ 1
Pl = I--—-—--—.:.-nl.-u-l 4
L | T ..-.-, | |- et
:. L'|_ I |d_n;|.l-u-l ? :. ur -‘. " __-" -
i [ '||.I“_ A
I-'"‘"*“-"' | s, aiger I‘-| T -
e L
ar I e T L ":.nl."m =
B i
g Fri ._‘_,.-"" !
L -ﬂr:d-\.ﬂd. 1 |-."[.--.. '\...._!._.. T

s

- il g ey B s it A

it .-, T . :

J]- —eral _mamd
-:-lH r\.=|._l.

|-' " F‘"J‘Tﬁm.: L "" 'F
--rr

Wy L |
L :J; poaine F o
B 1= Iy *¢...-. . L.:....r .

:;rl‘“ﬂ'ﬁ 1__{‘"" _-':--an.il:l.lu.-:' .ﬂ:.u.a' ;r rEe pu:l_ -
) B e e el V| E
| =l -!‘ L |I;"- ¥ 1 “ : ymird i I-MT“]'I-I?..;
R = - - =
0 T _Ihu_n.rjl - _.l-"" ]

157 .m‘r. A o

L ."ﬂ..ﬂ.
3 -x;‘;l
T

distance from the mill. Or they may have had a bus? What
about transportation?

Tucker: Wedon't haveany kind of masstransportation. We
do have one cab company. About 10 years ago, we had six
cab comapnies. Now we only have one. And that’sit. That's
the only kind of transportation. If you don’'t have your own
car, then you don’t go anywhere.

EIR: And if you're older, you're elderly, and you can't
move, then?

Tucker: We do have a few things in place for that. If the
personiselderly, or handicapped, or they are otherwise poor,
they could call up aday in advance. They’ |l have avan come
out from the city to take them to the grocery store or some-
where they need to go.

EIR: So, you'retrying to help; meantime, what’s happened
in the way of the “Wal-Mart” effect in your part of the
country?

Tucker: Oh, yeah, we had a lot of businesses close when
Wal-Mart came, because the mom-and-pop operations
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couldn’t sustain Wal-Mart’ slow prices. See, Wal-Mart actu-
ally runs people out of business, in the sense that they have
the prices real low for along time, and then when the busi-
nesses close up, they’ll raise prices back up alittle bit.

EIR: When did Wal-Mart come into Alabama?
Tucker: Wal-Mart has been there for about 20 years now.
They cameinthere early on.

EIR: So any kind of local stores that someone might have
been ableto walk to, that’ s gone?

Tucker: Yes, that'sgone. Wedon'treally havealot of mom-
and-pop stores. We do have gas stations—you know, those
quick-stops where you can buy items. But, most peoplego to
Wal-Mart to buy their major items—toilet tissue, bread, or
whatever, they go to a super Wal-Mart. We have grocery
storestoo.

EIR: Some 30 years ago, as you described it, households
would have ajob, they would have transportation—not even
having to keep acar—

Tucker: They lived in communities where they could just
walk to work, if they wanted to.

EIR: Didyou grow up there?

Tucker: No. I’ve beentherefor 20 years. | talk to peoplein
the community all the time. And | remember, even in my
hometown as a boy, everybody could walk to work, or they
had abus. That wasin Roanoke, Virginia. They had thetrains.
But they don’t have any trains anymore. They had abus sys-
tem, and it used to run every 15 minutes. Y ou could catch a
bus on any corner, every 15 minutes.

EIR: Soyoudidn'thavetopay forthegasandthecar,andal.

Tucker. No. Because you could walk. And now, you have
to pay for the gas, the car maintenance, the inspections on
your car, you got to have all these tags, you have to have
insurance. All of thisisatax.

EIR: And what about the hours it takes, if you are “lucky”
enough to have ajob that you have to drive far to keep?
Tucker: Ittakesalongtime. They aredrivingfarther towork
to keep ajob. In my city, people work in Birmingham, and
they work in Atlanta.

EIR: How much driving isthat, over and back?

Tucker: In Atlanta, it's about an hour and a half—maybe
about 120 miles one way, and 120 miles back. They have
to. And they work in Birmingham; some people might work
in Montgomery.

EIR: Sothey might drive 3 hoursinaday, 15 hours aweek.

Now, 30 years ago—
Tucker: That was unheard of. And back then, even if they
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Talladega City Councilman Eddie Tucker talks with Lyndon LaRouche during
LaRouche' svisit to Talladega on Martin Luther King Day, 2004, where

LaRouche spoke on “ The Immortality of Martin Luther King.”

had to work in another city, they could take atrain. Inthe past
they could get therein amatter of afew minutes, and get right
back. Notrafficlights, notraffic. Trainshadto stop at acertain
point sometimes, but they could be there pretty easily and
pretty quickly. But now, it’ snot that way. Andit waseconomi-
cal for them to do that. But not now.

EIR: So they might have taken a train as far as where, in
the past?

Tucker: They had atrain station, that you could go to—we
still have atrain station. It's still there, but we turned it into
the Chamber of Commercebuilding. (Laughs). They took out
the train about 30 years ago.

EIR: Onthehealth caresituation, likewise—whereasthings
were being built up, into the 1970s—with problems—but
they were being built up, what's happened over the last 30
years? With hospitals, clinics and emergency rooms?
Tucker: Weonly have onehospital inthe City of Talladega,
and we have one in another city, called Sylacauga. So we
have two hospitals. But at the same time, they cut their staff
drastically. Y ou know, the nursesare cut way down, and they
are asked to do more and more.

Where they used to have alot of help in hospitals, they
don’'t haveit anymore. Andthey’ reasking, not RNs, but LPNs
to do things they used to ask the RNsto do. So they cut way
down on the RNs to make sure that they don’t have to pay
them that much. And they make them work long hours. They
do get some overtime, but they try to cut down to save money.
Where they would let somebody work overtime, they don't
haveto pay those fringe benefits, so they kind of save money.
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Sothey havenursesworkingtoolong, andthey’re
too short-handed, and the hospitals are not as ef-
fective asthey used to be.

And | think that health care, asawhole, alot
of people don’t haveinsurance. They have to go
to the emergency room, but they can’t pay for it.
Wherethey usedto help themwiththehealth care
costs—you know, the hospitals would let them
comein, alot of them are being rejected now.

EIR: In both hospitals, they’'re being turned
away?

Tucker: They're being turned away, because
they don’t have any kind of medical insurance.

EIR: Whereas, they used to be cared for?
Tucker: Yeah, right. | think it was caled the
~.  Hill-Burton Bill, where they would let them be
cared for. But they are cutting out all of that now.
The hospitals themselves are saying, “Well, we
don’t care about that. We just don’t want to deal
withit,” becauseit’ sgoingto cost themmorethan
what the Hill-Burton Act is going to pay them.

Thereare so many doctors now that won't take Medicare,
you know, or Medicaid. The dentists won't take them. And
then the HMOs tell the doctors what they can treat you for,
and what they can’t. | have Blue Cross/Blue Shield, whichis
probably the best you can buy, and | told them | wanted to be
checked for prostrate cancer, because it’ s affecting blacks at
an alarming rate; and I’ m at the age of 50 now, and | should
be checked. But | went there, and the doctor said, “Well, you
don’t want to do that right now, because they won't pay for
it.” Thisismy life, you know!

That’ swhy so many African-Americans and poor people
are dying from diseases that can be prevented.

EIR: We've taked about travel, food, health care, what
about energy itself? Heating and cooling?
Tucker: Oh,yes, heatingandlightshavegoneupdrastically.
Y ou know, natural gas hasreally gone up.

I remember in Alabama, my light bill used to be about
$45, and sometimes, if it was a bad Winter, then it would go
up to about $75 or something. Two years ago, for one month,
| had a$600 hill, because it got extremely cold—

EIR: That’sderegulation.

Tucker: That'sexactly right. The demand for the gas went
up, because California needed so much. And when we tried
to buy gas—because of “demand” they said, it had to go up.

EIR: Sure, that’ swhat they said after deregulation.

Tucker: And it caused power to go up, because a lot of
power plants are run by—water, of course, but they run on
gas too. Because they have these turbine engines they run.
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When you talk about gas, petroleum gas—gasoline—
has gone up. Quite a bit, | mean too much. | remember
when we used to pay—maybe in the last 15 years, we used
to pay 75¢ a gallon. Now it's $1.50, 1.60, 1.67; so it costs
you a lot more.

So things haveincreased, but the jobs have gotten scarce.
We don't have as many highway jobs aswe used to. Because
those textile mills, they paid alot of money. They had pen-
sions and health plans. Y ou know, pay was a lot. Some of
them pai d peoplewho didn’t even graduate from high school,
$60,000 and $70,000. Y eah, they took those jobs, and they
paid alot. But now, they are closing up. We have paper mills
that are closing up too. All thejobs are being exported. We're
seeing that those jobs that George Bush promised in his eco-
nomic package did not comethrough. They said that | ast year,
there weren’t that many jobs created. And last month, they
said there were only 100 jobs created.

Americais going through aterrible time, and we can do
better, but we have to have the right peoplein office to make
it happen. Weneed somebody withideas, likeMr. LaRouche.
| think he has a great idea—we' ve aready seen it work—
his idea has already worked before with Roosevelt, and the
Bretton Woods thing.

So, we know that putting people to work in the WWC,
putting people to work, like in the TVA—all those things
can work. We've seen it work. And it worked well, and we
came out of our economic Depression. So, I'd like to see
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somebody like Mr. LaRouche get in, and help turn this
country around.

EIR: What you say iscompletely clear, but you till runinto
some people who block out that we need this?
Tucker: | found that.

Some people are still spending at the level they used to
spend, and buy furniture for the house, and still have money
inthe bank. Y ou know, people are not saving anymore. They
are living from paycheck to paycheck. And everybody, just
about, in America, is about three months from bankruptcy. If
they didn’t get paid for three months, they’d probably go
broke.

EIR: And the money going to entertainment, the races and
al?

Tucker: You know, at the track, you used to pay $20, and
gotoarace. Now you haveto pay $65, or $120, and sometimes
they even havetickets for $400 or 500 now. So, you can't go
to the racetrack with $20 anymore. Everything has gone up.
And people are still spending at the level that they used to
spend, 20 yearsago, and you can’t do that. Something’ sgoing
to haveto give.

EIR: Soeverything is breaking down.

Tucker: And al these governments, including Talladega,
and the State of Alabama, are just basically bankrupt. We
don’t have the money to spend on infrastructure, you know,
to build sidewalks, to build curbs, to build infrastructure, to
do the kinds of things that cities do, to make the city attrac-
tive. We don't do those things, because we don’'t have the
money.

We operate on a$10 million budget in the City of Talla
dega, which is pathetic. Our school system—and they just
have five little buildings, they operate on a $30, or $35 mil-
lion budget.

So a City like ours ought to have more money, the state
ought to have more money, and alot of these big businesses
that own alot of land in Alabama, they don’t pay any taxes,
hardly. But the middle-income guys, and the dlightly below-
middleincomefolks, they’ re the ones who are paying all the
taxes. Andit’snot right. And those big guys—they should be
made to pay too, but they don't.

Nobody has the political clout to stand up to these guys,
and make them pay. And if they do stand up to them, the
BusinessCouncil of Alabama, and some of these other organi-
zations, they'll get them run out of office, because they have
that much power.

EIR: Sothat’swhat it’s been like until now, at the breaking
point.

Tucker: We're at a point now where we might not be able
to deliver services next year. Schools might not even open
next year.
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