military capabilities—I was involved in training people at
that time: We were taking people out of the swamps, and in
16 weeks trying to get them to be soldiers. These were not the
best fighters in the world! They were no match, man for man,
with the German soldier. But, we had logistics. We had logis-
tics like nobody else had. This was Roosevelt’s achievement.
We had sheer tonnage per manpower of logistical capability,
which overwhelmed anything, any opposition. And we won
it with that. The soldier went out, as an instrument of the
logistical capability, he represented. He was able to do an
impossible job, beyond the capability of better-trained oppo-
nent forces, because of that.
That’s the way I think about military capabilities.

Q: Okay, so for those who had any doubts, that you want
to negotiate your way through everything—because, I have
heard that from people; you have detractors, as you are well
aware. What I’ve heard here, is a return to the true basis of
how we’ve gotten this far, in this nation, militarily. And I
applaud you for it.

repeat there is no victory except through our imagina-
tions.”

‘No Such Thing’ as Preventive War

Asked at a press conference to comment on the idea of
preventive war, Eisenhower responded: “I don’t believe
there is such a thing; and, frankly, I wouldn’t even listen
to anyone seriously that came in and talked about such a
thing.” He was asked, if his answer was based on military
or moral considerations? “It seems to me that when, by
definition, a term is just ridiculous in itself, there is no use
in going any further,” Eisenhower replied.

On unilateralism: “To go in unilaterally, in Indochina
or other areas of the world which were endangered,
amounted to an attempt to police the entire world. If we
attempted such a course of action, using our armed forces
and going into areas whether we were wanted or not, we
would lose all our significant support in the free world. We
would be everywhere accused of imperialistic ambitions.”

Eisenhower accused the French of using “weasel
words in promising independence; and for this one reason
as much as anything else, [they] have suffered reverses
that have been really inexcusable.” He further accused the
French of alienating even the non-communist Vietnamese,
in the same way the British had lost the War of American
Independence by treating the majority of Loyalist Ameri-
cans as “colonials and inferiors.”

Quotes taken from: Decision Against War, Eisenhower
and Dien Bien Phu, by Melanie Billings-Yun; and Eisen-
hower: Soldier and President, by Stephen E. Ambrose.

—Gail Billington
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Lessons of De Gaulle’s
Algerian Exit-Strategy
by Pierre Beaudry

The dramatic situation facing President Bush in Iraq, is simi-
lar to what French President Charles de Gaulle faced on April
23, 1961, when he was forced to take the crucial decision
of putting a stop to the military insurrection in Algeria, and
decided to pull French troops out of that country. Just as
today’s quagmire in Iraq is under the control of the Synarchist
International, so, too, was the French Algerian mess.

The Algerian War began on Nov. 1, 1954, when the Na-
tional Liberation Front (FLN) guerrillas launched a series of
attacks against French military installations and police posts
throughout Algeria. The French Minister of the Interior, Fran-
cois Mitterrand, responded with this infamous apostrophe:
“The only possible negotiationis war.” A cycle of revenge and
counter-revenge went into effect, a seemingly unstoppable
escalation of violence.

But then, in February 1959, Charles de Gaulle was elected
President of the Fifth Republic. He started to use the words
“self-determination,” which he said was going to lead to inde-
pendence, majority rule, and general welfare for a sovereign
Republic of Algeria. This sparked a French Army insurgency
in January 1960, by right-wing renegade generals and colo-
nels, altogether about 8,000 men, who started to mobilize the
pieds-noirs population of Algeriain support of a military coup
against the government of President de Gaulle, in favor of
maintaining the colonial status of Algérie francaise (‘“French
Algeria”). The pieds noirs (‘“black feet”) represented about a
million French citizens whose families had lived in Algeria
for several generations, and wished to keep their colonial
heritage and maintain the native Arabs and Kabyls under
French rule. The renegade officers and men were led, among
others, by Gen. Jacques Massu, who became openly defiant,
attempting to take control of the military forces against de
Gaulle’s leadership. Massu made a public announcement that
he would “never abandon French Algeria”; de Gaulle fired
him on the spot. (Massu became de Gaulle’s ally; the insurrec-
tion’s real ringleader was Gen. Raoul Salan.)

After arevolt broke out in the capital city of Algiers where
22 pieds-noirs were killed, for which the French Army was
blamed, de Gaulle decided to address the nation in very stark
terms. Appearing on French television, he told the nation:
“So! My dear and old country, we are again facing a heavy
ordeal. By virtue of the mandate that the people have given
me, and because of the national legitimacy that I have embod-
ied for 20 years, I ask each one of you to support me, and to
support me regardless of what might happen.”
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President Charles de Gaulle addresses the nation on April 23,
1961, on the insurrection by French military renegades in Algeria:
“Men and women of France, think of the risk for the nation. Men
and women of France, help me.”

During the Spring of 1960, the rebel Army officers in
Algeria continued challenging de Gaulle. Many had been
trained personally by Nazi SS commando leader Otto Skor-
zeny, and his Belgian Synarchist associate Leon Degrelle,
who was living in Tangier, Morocco, at the time. Skorzeny
was the notorious Nazi murderer who trained the death squads
of Ibero-America and terrorist insurgency in the Middle East,
including the French Secret Army Organization (OAS).

By December 1960, the French government had orga-
nized an election campaign in Algeria, in which the entire
Algerian population was to choose between the status quo
and independence. President de Gaulle personally travelled
to Algiers and made an extraordinary statement in favor of
independence. He proclaimed before hundreds of thousands
of cheering Algerians: “France is resolved to bring you its
support and cooperation in the great task of development,
which is beginning in your country. Long live Kabylia! [a
Berber group]. Long live Algeria! Long live France!” This
was the end of Algérie Frangaise. This meant, in no uncertain
terms, that the French military had to leave. The vote for
the independence of Algeria took place in January 1961. In
response, and as a last-ditch effort, the colonialist French
military faction launched even more terrorist violence.

The issue was that either de Gaulle was going to give in
to the plan of the Synarchist International—whose purpose
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was perpetual war worldwide—in which France would enter
into interminable wars in all of its African colonies, as per the
script of the Martinist, Alexandre Saint Yves d’Alveydre;
or, de Gaulle was going to give Algeria its independence,
abandon the centuries-old colonialist looting of Africa, and
begin a development policy for sovereign, republican nation-
states. If North African countries became independent, it was
the Synarchist Lazard Freres Bank, which stood to lose most
of its oil and raw materials concerns in North Africa.

Skorzeny had very clearly stated the objective of the Syn-
archist International in reaction to the convictions of war
criminals at the Nuremberg Tribunal. In Cairo, on Jan. 30,
1953, Skorzeny asserted: “Future wars will be so filled with
horror, that each leader will wage war like a demon in order
not to be the loser and become, consequently, a criminal. All
the atrocities that can be imagined by man, will be committed
during this next war, in order to prevent the enemy from
achieving victory.”

The Synarchist International attack against de Gaulle was
aimed at destroying his capacity to make personal decisions
and was calculated to weaken his resolve to the point that his
government would become run by the fear of horrendous
reprisals against the French people by these terror specialists.

Gen. Maurice Challe continued deploying terrorist vio-
lence and atrocities until, in April 1961, he went too far and led
his renegade Army against de Gaulle. This was the punctum
saliens for Algeria, as well as for the future of France and the
leadership of President de Gaulle.

De Gaulle’s Sublime Moment

On Sunday, April 23, 1961, the President went on French
national television in full military regalia, stating in adramatic
and stern voice: “An insurrectional power has been estab-
lished by military pronouncement. That power has an appear-
ance. It has a reality: a quartet of retired generals and ambi-
tious and fanatical officers. Now the nation is challenged, it
has been humiliated, our position in Africa is compromised,
and by whom? Alas, alas, alas, by the very men whose duty
and whose honor it was, and whose reason for being it was,
to serve and obey. In the name of France, I order that all
means—I repeat, all means—be taken to bar the route to these
men, until we reduce them. I forbid every French citizen, and
first of all, every soldier to execute any of those orders. . . .
Men and women of France, think of the risk for the nation.
Men and women of France, help me.” This was the most
sublime moment for France and for Algeria.

De Gaulle had struck the right emotional chord and was
able to mobilize the entire nation with his two-minute speech.
On the next day, everywhere across France, and Algeria, thou-
sands of citizens brigades were formed spontaneously, to re-
sist the military coup and give their support to their President,
Charles de Gaulle. Within one week Challe was arrested,
along with about 200 other officers, and the rebellion was
quashed. On July 3, 1962, Algeria voted its independence.
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