
Saltire flag (which bears the cross of St. Andrew), and not the
British Union flag. This, it was felt, would have a greater
impact on the Iraqis. However such a deployment made the
troops highly vulnerable to suicide-type attacks, and this is
exactly what happened when three young soldiers were killedTonyBlair, Bush’s
on Nov. 4. A few days later, another soldier was killed in a
similar attack, and several were badly injured.‘Busted Flush’1

The Black Watch were named the “ladies from hell” by
German troops in the trenches in World War I, who had toby Alan Clayton
watch the screaming masses of enemy soldiers charging to-
wards them wearing what appeared to be skirts. Scottish sol-

The re-election of George W. Bush is having a highly destabi- diers have never worn kilts in combat situations since then,
but the name of ‘ladies from hell’ has stayed with them.lizing effect on the political position of British Prime Minister

Tony Blair. A member of Blair’s own Cabinet, Culture Secre- Scotland has always taken pride in the international status
of its soldiers, but recently public perceptions have shifted,tary Tessa Jowell, appeared on television to say that “the

Labour Party is very disappointed that George Bush was re- and the number of economic conscripts to its regiments has
dried up, because Britain’s endless wars, and, in particular,elected as U.S. President this week.” Until now, no member

of the government has acknowledged the Labour Party’s deep the present war against Iraq, have frightened many young
people away. Now, the Blair government plans to reduce thehostility to Mr. Bush and his Republican Administration, or

the hopes that John Kerry, the Democratic candidate, would number of Scottish regiments to one, and the result is that the
Black Watch had its tour of duty in Iraq extended to anotheroust him.

“There’s obviously great disappointment among Labour full term. When Defense Secretary Geoff Hoon told the Par-
liament Oct. 21 that Britain would have “failed in our duty asParty members that John Kerry didn’t make it, and I think

there were great hopes at the end that the Republican President an ally” if it turned down the U.S. request for help, the reaction
was strong, even among pro-war MPs. Labour MP Andrewwould be replaced by a Democratic President,” Jowell said.

During the American campaign, Blair came close to un- MacKinlay, an outspoken supporter of the war, said that the
proposed redeployment was a bridge too far even for him,dermining his own claims to be neutral in the election, first

by stopping Labour from sending its traditional delegation and begged Mr. Hoon to reconsider.
“There has not been a single member of the parliamentaryto the Democratic convention in August, and then, on the

morning of Nov. 3, European time, by telephoning Mr. Bush Labour Party supporting this deployment,” he told the Com-
mons. Almost every newspaper predicts that if any Blackbefore all the results were declared, and before Mr. Kerry had

conceded. With a general election due in May or June of next Watch soldiers are killed, they will have “died for Bush.”
year, a lot of Labour parliamentarians are getting increasingly
concerned that Blair’s continuing closeness to Bush could The Tabloid Press

The tabloid press has gone after Blair with venom on thiscost them their seats.
issue. The main Scottish tabloid, the Daily Record, has gone
in with both boots. On Nov. 6, the paper carried a full front-The Black Watch

A huge political storm has erupted about the deployment page story of the event, giving Black Watch troops space to
vent their anger.of a famous Scottish regiment, the Black Watch, to relieve

U.S. Marines south of Baghdad, right before the U.S. elec- “The grieving brother of Black Watch soldier Paul Lowe
last night laid the blame for his death in Iraq at the feet oftions. The army chiefs of both the U.S. and British armies

claimed this was a strategic necessity to release the U.S. Ma- Prime Minister Tony Blair,” said the front page splash. “Craig
Lowe, who also serves with the regiment, said: ‘Blair sent usrines for an assault on Fallujah. However, there is widespread

belief that the deployment was not strategic at all, but politi- in to do the Americans’ dirty work in a war we shouldn’t be
fighting.’ ” The Record reported the 18-year-old fighting backcal. As John Kerry’s accusations that Bush has acted alone in

the invasion of Iraq began to bite, it was felt by many in the tears as he spoke of the loss of his older brother and two
comrades in the suicide bomb attack.U.K. press that the President was desperate to counter this by

having British soldiers in the very thick of the conflict, and Craig, one of the youngest members of the Black Watch
to serve in the Iraq war zone, was back in Scotland on anot simply in the more peaceful areas around Basra.

The price in life was paid very quickly. The Black Watch training course when he learned of his brother’s death. At the
family home in Kelty, Fife, said the newspaper, he revealedwere deployed in handing out leaflets that had the Scottish
that his dead bother thought little of U.S. President George
Bush and his reasons for going to war. The dead soldier, his1. The term “busted flush” is an often-used expression, referring to a poker

hand which failed to make the grade as a flush, a high-value hand. brother said: “just thought Bush was an arsehole for starting
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a war over nothing, trying to get money and oil. We all thought
that. Although I’m a professional soldier and enjoy what I do,
I don’t agree with what’s going on in the Middle East.”

The Record used another quote from Craig as its headline:
“If Tony Blair had the balls to walk down my street I’d run
out with my little brother, Stuart, and we’d knock him out. BushRe-Election
We wouldn’t hesitate.”

The mother of another soldier of a Scottish regiment, Rose Dismays Japan,Korea
Gentle, whose 19-year-old son Gordon of the Royal Highland
Fusiliers was killed in a roadside explosion in Basra in June, by KathyWolfe
told the press: “It just brings everything back to you. It just
shouldn’t have been allowed to happen—it’s a disgrace that

The Japanese and Korean governments, with large numbersthey were there in the first place.
“My heart goes out to the families of those three boys, I of troops in Iraq, have reacted with caution to the re-election

of George Bush. But two former heads of state and the pressknow what they’ll be going through. I just pray that no one
else gets that knock on the door. And I hope Tony Blair keeps have been openly critical, accusing Bush of destroying the

American union and the peace of the world. Japan’s top dailyhis promise to bring the boys back by Christmas.” Mrs. Gentle
launched legal action against the British government over Asahi News, Nov. 9, virtually accused Bush of vote fraud,

comparing him to Josef Stalin.Gordon’s death after the Daily Record revealed he was not
issued with vital equipment. Former Japanese Prime Minister and elder statesman (age

85) Kiichi Miyazawa said Nov. 1 that “tricky neo-conserva-
tives” have made it so that “I am now critical of the UnitedBody Bags

On Nov. 10, relatives of British soldiers killed in Iraq States. Average Americans are honest men of integrity and
of humility,” he said. “But U.S. diplomacy no longer embod-delivered a wreath to No. 10 Downing Street. The families

used the occasion to demand that British troops be withdrawn ies such traditional virtues because of the neo-conservatives.
The United States used to be modest and introspective. Itfrom the “lunacy” of the conflict. Poignantly, the father of

one Black Watch soldier who has been killed, said Prime didn’t shoot enemies first. But the neo-conservatives believe
they should make pre-emptive strikes whenever they feelMinister Tony Blair had kept his promise about the Black

Watch being home for Christmas—but they were being the need.”
Criticizing Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi for sendingbrought back in body bags.

Reg Keys, whose son, Lance Corporal Thomas Keys, a troops to Iraq, Miyazawa said: “Mr. Koizumi gives the im-
pression that his view is shared by the majority in ruling par-member of the Royal Military Police, was murdered by a mob

last year, said that the families were not radical left-wingers ties. But I don’t think so. Japan had an option of turning down
the U.S. request. . . . Belief in the existence of weapons ofor anti-Army. Some of them had other sons in the services,

but they were making their stand because they did not want mass destruction turned out to be unfounded. The Prime Min-
ister should honestly explain to the people that he receivedthem to be killed.

Feelings were running so high that James Buchanan, fa- incorrect information.”
Former South Korean President Kim Dae-Jung in a Nov.ther of two serving Black Watch soldiers, threatened to “slit

the throat” of Defense Secretary Geoff Hoon if he saw him in 8 speech in Stockholm, called on Bush to make “a reliable
offer of compensation to North Korea, in return for nuclearthe street.

He said two of his son’s friends were among the four who disarmament,” referencing the fact that it was Bush who uni-
laterally broke President Clinton’s peace treaty with Py-have died in recent days, including Craig’s best man, Marc

Ferns, 21. As the London protest gathered momentum, it was ongyang.
Kim said that Washington could resolve the issue by offer-revealed that another Black Watch soldier was injured in a

mortar attack on the regiment’s base. ing the North a guarantee of non-aggression, and by lifting
economic sanctions, the premises upon which the Six PowerYet, Tony Blair is flying to the United States to meet

President Bush on Armistice Day, of all days; Armistice Day, Talks were originally organized—premises now unilaterally
rejected by Dick Cheney.which marks the end of the dreadful slaughter of World War

I, is still solemnly celebrated in the United Kingdom. Blair is “It’s time for Bush to display more mature diplomatic
capability,” commented a Korean state radio editorial Nov.hoping that some of the kudos of the Bush victory will rub off

on him. However, the consensus of opinion on both sides of 4. “President Bush had spawned severe criticism in the inter-
national community for a controversial war against Iraq. Wethe Atlantic is that Bush now views Blair as a “busted flush”

that he would rather not have anywhere near his geopolitical now hope that the re-elected Bush will listen carefully to
international opinion and stabilize the war-devastated coun-card game.
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