
LaRouche noted that infrastructure to support all of these then submit the commission’s recommendations to the Con-
gress by Nov. 7. If the Congress does not enact a joint resolu-new people doesn’t exist, and so would have to be built.

Since the economic impact of military bases extends well tion of disapproval (which must be signed by the President),
then the recommendations become binding, 45 legislativeoutside their gates, these relocations would also have an im-

pact on local communities, driving up real estate prices and days after the President’s submission.
Although Principi has declared that the commission willincreasing the burden on local economic infrastructure. The

Army reports that a review of that infrastructure has revealed not “rubber stamp” the Pentagon’s plan, and has even hinted
at changes, the commission did not give Rumsfeld, and Joint“some issues” regarding the ability of communities to support

the additional forces. The cities of El Paso (Fort Bliss) and Chiefs of Staff chairman Gen. Richard Myers, a particularly
difficult time when the two appeared before the commissionManhattan, Kansas (Fort Riley), the Army report warns,

“must cooperate fully and quickly to assess requirements and on May 16. Principi and some other members did express
concern about 70,000 troops (plus 100,000 family members)implement them, especially in areas of housing and schools.”

It further warns Ft. Bliss that the proposed growth “results in quitting Germany for the United States in the middle of the
process—especially since the plan appears to account for onlysignificant additional water demands for the Fort Bliss region

and therefore the installation will likely have to purchase or about 15,000 of them. Principi’s main qualification for the
job, however, appears to be the fact that he presided over adevelop new potable water resources.”

The BRAC Commission, chaired by former Secretary of similar process, euphemistically called “CARES,” while he
was at the VA. That plan will result in numerous VA hospitalsVeterans Affairs (VA) Anthony Principi, is charged with re-

viewing the Pentagon recommendations and submitting its being closed throughout the country, including some that, like
Walter Reed Hospital, occupy prime real estate.own report to the President by Sept. 8. The President must

If implemented, the Administration’s current policy of
closings is huge. Maine stands to lose the Portsmouth Na-House, Senate Bills val Shipyard in Kittery, which also employs workers from
New Hampshire; New Mexico will lose Cannon Air ForceTo Delay Closings
Base; and Mississippi, the Pascagoula Naval Base. Al-
though the only closing in Alaska is an Air National Guard

Freshman Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.), whose state stands station that will transfer its operations to nearby Elmendorf
to lose Ellsworth Air Force Base in Rapid City, introduced Air Force Base, total realignments are calculated to cost
legislation (S. 1075), on May 18, that would effectively that state more than 4,600 jobs.
stop the military base closing process until certain condi- Speaking at a bi-partisan press conference May 19,
tions are met. Companion legislation was introduced in the Thune said, “To be, in sort of an indiscriminate way, clos-
House (H.R. 2427) the same day, by Democrat Stephanie ing all these bases around the country, seems to be very
Herseth, also from South Dakota; and another to postpone poorly timed.” Senator Snowe, noting how hard the base
closings (H.R. 2511) was put in May 19 by Rep. Ron Paul closings of the 1990s hit New England, added, “What
of Texas. Joining Thune’s legislation are ten other Sena- we’re seeing is a total abandonment of our region of the
tors whose states also stand to lose major bases: Jeff Binga- country, without a doubt.”
man (D-N.M.), Susan Collins (R-Me.), Pete Domenici (R- An effort by Rep. Jeb Bradley (R-N.H.), who is a co-
N.M.), Judd Gregg (R-N.H.), Tim Johnson (D-S.D.), Trent sponsor of the Herseth bill, to amend the overall FY 2006
Lott (R-Miss.), Lisa Murkowski (R-Ak.), Olympia Snowe defense authorization bill with language similar to the bi-
(R-Me.), Ted Stevens (R-Ak.), and John Sununu (R-N.H.). partisan anti-closings bills, failed in the House Armed Ser-
Likewise, Herseth’s bill has 16 cosponsors. Seventeen vices Committee on May 18. This, despite the fact that
Senators and 14 governors have written in protest to De- committee chairman Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.) has ex-
fense Secretary Rumsfeld pressed support for keeping open the Navy’s submarine

Three conditions are specified in the Thune legislation, base at Groton, Conn. Bradley pushed consideration of his
to be met before any stateside bases are closed: 1) the amendment to the whole House on May 25, where lengthy
overseas reposturing is completed; 2) the upcoming Qua- debate ensued, followed by a yea-or-nay vote, lacking a
drennial Defense review is completed; and 3), there is a quorum.
substantial draw-down of U.S. forces in Iraq. At the con- Bradley is stressing the base closings’ threat to the
clusion of these events, and before closing any more bases, advanced industrial capabilities of the nation. The Ports-
the Defense Department would have to submit a study to mouth Naval Base, 200 years old, is licensed for advanced
the Congress on the impacts of those actions. nuclear technology work, for example.—Carl Osgood
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