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Bill Ford’s 
Message on Auto

Ford’s plants shown, and others, are threatened with
shutdown to be announced in January 2006. Chairman
William Ford called on Nov. 22 for Congressional inter-
vention. Lyndon LaRouche, on Nov. 26, responded:

If we allow the U.S. auto-manufacturing indus-
try to be destroyed, the U.S.A. becomes a virtual
“Third World” nation overnight. The nation’s
machine-tool-design capability, most of which is
tied up in the U.S. auto-manufacturing firms, is
lost.

The loss of employment of that machine-tool
design segment of that part of the labor-force,
means many times that number of employees out of
jobs, with no other place to go.

The loss of auto plants means an economic dis-
aster, approaching ghost-town proportions, for what
are already highly vulnerable entire towns, coun-
ties, and cities, even states of the union throughout
many parts of the country. This could set off a
chain-reaction collapse much, much worse than
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Bold numbers correspond to 
the production facilities in Table 3.
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FIGURE 3

Critical Auto Capacity To Be Saved: Ford Threatened Shutdowns

Source: Ford Motor Company; EIR.
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President Herbert Hoover’s foolish reaction to the
1929 crash, a Hoover program which cut the U.S.
economy in half over the 1930-March 1933 interval.

Cutting back on automobile manufacturers’
plants and payrolls is not a sane alternative. As
Ford Chairman Bill Ford emphasized in his recent
statement, the answer is to diversify the product
line. The key to any sane approach is to accept the
reduction in the number of automobiles produced
by U.S. auto-makers, but to replace that work
immediately with a switch to other categories of
technologically very high-grade products which
the auto industry’s machine-tool capacity is
uniquely qualified to design and produce.
Members of the U.S. Congress are already
focussing attention on urgently needed mass-tran-
sit systems, power-generation and distribution sys-
tems, and other urgent needs of the nation. 
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