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Dodd, Leahy Challenge by Jay Bybee, the DOJ official who warned against an omnibus package
containing all of the unfinished bills,Detention Policies authored the original 2002 memo that

sanctioned “cruel, inhuman, or de-Sen. Chris Dodd (D-Conn.) intro- but said nothing about a stopgap mea-
sure to keep the government open un-duced legislation on Nov. 16, to over- grading” acts which “still do not pro-

duce pain and suffering of the requisiteturn some of the more egregious provi- til January.
The Senate acted on Nov. 15 tosions of the military Commissions Act intensity” to fall within the law. In his

letter, Leahy asks for the second By-that was passed just before Congress pass the Military Construction/ Veter-
ans Affairs appropriations bill, but anrecessed on Sept. 29 for the elections. bee memo, all documents relating to

it, as well as other DOJ documents re-Dodd’s bill would restore the writ of agreement to immediately take up the
Agriculture appropriations billhabeas corpus for individuals held in lating to CIA interrogation methods

and detainee treatment, the scope ofU.S. custody; it would block the use of bogged down in a dispute over ear-
marks, and that bill is now scheduledevidence obtained through torture and practices permitted under the Detainee

Treatment Act and the Military Com-coercion; it would authorize the U.S. for Dec. 4.
One of the issues in that disputeCourt of Appeals for the Armed Forces missions Act, and DOJ reviews of

abuse of detainees in U.S. custody.to review the decisions of military is an amendment sponsored by Sen.
Kent Conrad (D-N.D.) to make avail-commissions; and it would narrowly

restrict the designation of “unlawful able $4.9 billion for agricultural disas-
ter assistance, assistance that Conradenemy combatants” to those who have GOP To Foist Unfinishedactually engaged in armed conflict has been trying to get through the leg-
islative process for more than oneagainst the United States. Budget on the Democrats

When Congress adjourned on Sept. 29During his remarks on the Senate year. Before departing in September,
the House and Senate acted to keep thefloor, Dodd invoked the image of the to campaign for re-election, the annual

budget process was left in limbo, with1946 Nuremberg War Crimes Tribu- government open by passing a contin-
uing resolution that expired on Nov.nal, in which, he said, the United States only two of the eleven spending bills,

Defense and Homeland Security,“reaffirmed the ideal that this nation 17. The House and Senate passed an-
other one on Nov. 15 that expires onshould never tailor its eternal princi- completed and signed into law. The

schedule called for the remaining nineples to the conflict of the moment.” Dec. 8.
The Military Commissions Act, he bills to be completed during the lame

duck session beginning Nov. 14. Assaid, “steps away from” those princi- Collins: Keepples and “has dishonored our nation’s Congressional sources had told EIR
would likely happen, however, theproud history.” Iraq Inspector General

On Nov. 14, the Senate passed, byIn a related action, Sen. Patrick GOP leadership has decided to put off
the unfinished work until January,Leahy (D-Vt.), soon to be chairman of voice vote, an amendment to the Mili-

tary Construction/Veterans Affairsthe Senate Judiciary Committee, when the Democrats take control of
the new Congress.wrote a letter, on Nov. 17, to Attorney appropriations bill that would strip a

provision from this year’s NationalGeneral Alberto Gonzales, requesting According to Congressional
Quarterly, GOP appropriators weredocuments relating to interrogation Defense Authorization Act that termi-

nates the Special Inspector General forpolicy and abuse of detainees in U.S. infuriated at the decision. A spokes-
woman for Senate Appropriationscustody. Leahy noted that “for more Iraq Reconstruction on Sept. 1, 2007.

Sen. Susan Collins (R-Me.), the leadthan two years, I have repeatedly Committee Chairman Thad Cochran
(R-Miss.) told CQ on Nov. 21 that Co-sought answers from the Department sponsor of the amendment, told the

Senate that it would “ensure continu-of Justice, the FBI, the CIA, and the chran “thinks it’s completely irrespon-
sible that the responsibilities of thisDepartment of Defense regarding re- ing vigorous oversight of American

tax dollars in Iraq.”ported and, in some instances, docu- Congress have been abdicated for the
year.” Rep. Jerry Lewis (R-Calif.),mented cases of the abuse of detainees She noted that the Office of the

Special Inspector General “has savedin U.S. custody.” Cochran’s House counterpart, told the
House on Nov. 15 that he was “fullyLeahy also noted that the Depart- American taxpayers literally millions

of dollars” through audits, investiga-ment of Justice recently acknowl- committed” to passing individual bills
and completing the process. Heedged the existence of a second memo tions, and cost avoidances. “It makes
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absolutely no sense at all for this of- inadequacies, the shortfalls, and the except in training Iraqi security and
police forces, and that it is Prime Min-fice, which has been such an effective failures of administration practices

and policies.”watchdog, to be brought to a prema- ister Nouri al-Maliki and the Iraqi gov-
ernment that must bring the increasingture end,” she said. Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-Ohio)

advocated a much more radical ap-The provision, which was slipped sectarian violence under control. Abi-
zaid said that if such control is not ex-into the bill during conference be- proach to Iraq, during a Nov. 15 inter-

view with the “Democracy Now” ra-tween the House and the Senate, was erted, “it can destroy our plans for a
stable Iraq.”supported by House Armed Services dio program. Kucinich is calling on

Congress to use its power of the purseCommittee Chairman Duncan Hunter Lt. Gen. Michael Maples, the di-
rector of the Defense Intelligence(R-Calif.). According to news reports, to cut off funds for maintaining troops

in Iraq. He told host Amy Goodman,Hunter did not comment on the Senate Agency, also said that the conflict in
Iraq is increasingly a sectarian strug-action, but had previously said that he “We don’t need to keep indulging in

this debate about what to do, becauseagreed that the office was useful but gle for power, and that “the perception
of unchecked violence is creating anthat a termination date was needed. as long as we keep temporizing, the

situation gets worse in Iraq.” He saidSetting the 2007 termination date, he atmosphere of fear and hardening sec-
tarianism, which is empowering mili-said, “ensures that we have a smooth that there is enough money in the pipe-

line for an orderly withdrawal, but cut-transition from the Special Inspector tias and vigilante groups.” He noted
that “violence in Iraq continues to in-General to the inspectors general of ting off the money is “the ultimate

power of the Congress” and that that’sState and Defense.” crease in scope, complexity and lethal-
ity,” and he particularly cited the infil-the only way the war will be ended.
tration of the Ministry of the Interior
and the police by Shia militias, sayingLevin, Kucinich that the militias operate under the pro-Panels Presented WithTarget Iraq Policy tection of the police to attack sus-
pected Sunni insurgents and civilians.Sen. Carl Levin (D-Mich.), the incom- Sober View of Iraq

In contrast to the incessant claims ofing chairman of the Senate Armed Ser- In the House hearing, Satterfield
said there are discussions ongoingvices Committee, told reporters on “victory” and “we are winning” com-

ing from the White House, militaryNov. 13 that his number one priority, with Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and Ku-
wait, which are all concerned about thewhen he takes the chairmanship of the and intelligence officials presented a

much more pessimistic view of the sit-committee in January, will be to “find situation in Iraq and the danger from
Iran.a way forward to change the course uation on the ground in Iraq (and also

in Afghanistan) in back-to-back hear-in Iraq.” He said that most Democrats However, the “Sunni tilt” was
most blatantly expressed by Sen. Joe“share the view that we should pres- ings in the Senate and House Armed

Services Committees on Nov. 15.sure the White House to commence the Lieberman (DLC-Conn.), who
warned against talking to Iran—indi-phased redeployment of U.S. troops The lead witnesses in both hear-

ings were Central Command chieffrom Iraq in four to six months . . . and cating that Iran would not want “a uni-
fied, democratic, presumably pro-thereby make it clear to the Iraqis that Gen. John Abizaid, and State Depart-

ment advisor David Satterfield. Bothour presence is not open-ended and American Iraq”—in contrast to talk-
ing to “the other Sunni Arab countriesthat they must take and make the nec- seemed to be giving the appearance

that the Administration is “tilting” to-essary political compromises to pre- . . . the Saudis, the Egyptians, or Jorda-
nians, or Gulf countries, because theyserve Iraq as a nation.” ward the Sunnis, by cracking down

hard on the Shia militias. They fre-He added that, among other things, have similar, and in fact anti-Iranian
views.”reconstruction efforts in Iraq and Af- quently referred to the “death squads,”

or “the Mahdi-armed death squads.”ghanistan also merit close oversight. At the end of the House hearing,
Rep. Ike Skelton (D-Mo.) asked Sat-“There has been inadequate oversight Both said that the sectarian violence is

the biggest problem now in Iraq, notin this Republican Congress,” he said. terfield: “Are we winning the hearts
and minds of the Iraqi people?” Satter-They have too often been a rubber al-Qaeda.

Both also emphasized that there isstamp for administration policies and field answered bluntly, “No, we are
not.”too often been unwilling to probe the not much more that U.S. troops can do,
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