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big  mistake,  this  collapse,  and  don’t  ask  for  their  opinion 
about anything, about how do they think they made a mistake. 
Because everything they’ve done is obviously a mistake. Ev-
ery government of the world, has made major mistakes: China 
is apparently successful, but I know some big mistakes they’ve 
made. India’s apparently successful, but I know the poverty in 
India is greater than it was before. They’ve made some mis-
takes—the caste system had something to do with that. Eu-
rope made mistakes. The United States made mistakes.

So: We are dealing with good, scientific approximations. 
And science never had the last answer. It gave us better and 
better closure on the suspect area of principles. And as long 
as we remember, how we came to certain conclusions, and 
are prepared to reexamine them, when the evidence suggests 
it’s time for a little fresh look, that works. But we have to get 
away from all the assumptions that are taught and believed 
today, in this society, especially the post-industrial society. 

And make this change.
It requires guts. It requires the same kind of guts as re-

quired for command in warfare: You have to make a decision. 
You have to think about what the consequences are, if you’re 
wrong. But you still have to make the decision. And we’re go-
ing to have to start thinking that way, right now: If we do not 
build firewalls, instead of trying to muddle with this thing, if 
we do not freeze the system, and ensure that we keep func-
tioning on essential things without any change of step, we’re 
not going to make it! And it will be the end of civilization as 
we know it.

Oh, somebody will come back a few generations down 
the line, and start to rebuild. But civilization, as our genera-
tion knows it, the living generation now knows it, will cease 
to exist, very, very soon, unless we change our ways. And I can 
give you some insight at best, on some of the things we have 
to think about.

Conference Resolutions
The following two resolutions were unanimously adopted 
by the approximately 350 assembled members and guests 
of the Schiller Institute at the historic Kiedrich conference 
of Sept. 15-16, 2007. The participants represented 40 na-
tions.

Resolution Against Military Action 
Against Iran

The participants of the Schiller Institute conference in 
Kiedrich unanimously condemn any plans  to  launch any 
military  attack  on  the  Republic  of  Iran.  Such  an  attack 
would have devastating effects on international  peace and 
throw civilization into a dark age.

It would have much, much worse effects than the war 
against Iraq, which already is the worst strategic catastro-
phe in the history of the United States.

We point to the statements of the head of the IAEA, Dr. 
Mohammed ElBaradei, who recently warned, that the me-
dia campaign against Iran has dramatically reminded him 
of the lies leading to the Iraq War.

Dr. ElBaradei also reported that in the recent negotia-
tions  with  the  Iranian  government,  a  breakthrough  was 
made, many important questions have been settled, and a 
framework  has  been  agreed  upon  to  settle  all  remaining 
questions by November of this year.

In the 21st Century, war is outdated, and can no longer 
be a means to settle disputes, which can be settled through 
economic cooperation, according to the idea of a commu-

nity  of  principle  based  on  the  principle  of  the  Peace  of 
Westphalia, in the interest of the other.

The Kiedrich Resolution
The central feature of the conference of the Schiller In-

stitute in Kiedrich of mid-September focussed on the need 
to implement a just New World Economic Order in the near 
future.  Given the advanced state of disintegration of the 
world financial system,  it  is urgent  that  the governments 
and  the  parliaments  of  the  nations  of  this  world  put  the 
question of the reconstruction of the physical economy on 
the agenda.

The conference on the building of a transport corridor 
between Siberia and Alaska through the Bering Strait,  in 
April of this year in Moscow, highlighted one crucial proj-
ect in what must become a global system of transport and 
development corridors, uniting the sovereign nation-states 
of this planet in a peaceful way. The new world economic 
order must focus on reconstructing the physical economy 
in order to provide the physical and economic means for all 
human beings alive today, and to overcome poverty in the 
shortest possible time.

The Eurasian Land-Bridge as the cornerstone for this 
New World Economic Order is a development perspective 
for the 21st Century, and will end the period of barbarism, 
in which conflicts among peoples were carried out through 
war. The worldwide land-bridge therefore will establish a 
method of war avoidance through peaceful economic co-
operation for the coming aims of mankind.

We,  the  participants  of  the  conference,  call  on  the 
goverments of the world to adopt this program at the up-
coming General Assembly of the United Nations.


