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We  are  living  through  the  worst  economic-­financial  and 
cultural crisis in the history of humanity. This reality is re-­
vealed  in  the  disaster  in  Tabasco,  Chiapas,  and  Oaxaca: 
food shortages, lack of drinking water and medicines, latent 
outbreaks of epidemics, entire cities under water. One could 
easily compare the results of the policies of neo-­liberalism, 
or free trade,  in Mexico with the scene of Tabasco today, 
just  as  was  seen  in  the  United  States  after  Hurricane 
 Katrina.

The governments of both countries have proven incom-­
petent to tackle weather phenomena like these, because of a 
lack of infrastructure and other relevant programs. On Aug. 
31,  2005,  Democratic  Party  economist  Lyndon  H.  La-­
Rouche outlined the measures that needed to be taken im-­
mediately, to address what the Bush, Jr. government could 
not. He warned that the necessary perspective was the de-­
velopment of productive sectors of the economy and infra-­
structure.

On the Tragedy of Tabasco

Infrastructure Is the Solution
To the Economic Collapse

Mexican LYM Addresses
Flood Catastrophe

We publish above the text of the leaflet written and being 
widely  circulated  by  the  LaRouche  Youth  Movement 
(LYM) in Mexico, addressing the ongoing flooding disaster 
in the poverty-­stricken states of Tabasco and Chiapas,  in 
southern Mexico. It is currently estimated that 1 million of 
Tabasco’s 2 million inhabitants have been affected by the 
flooding,  and  there  are  70,000  victims  in  neighboring 
 Chiapas. Close to 90% of Tabasco, and its capital city of 
Villahermosa, is under water.

The situation in Villahermosa is so dire that the state 
Government Secretary Humberto Mayans has warned of a 
“very high risk” of social crisis and riots like those that oc-­
curred after the 1999 floods. Today there are 100,000 peo-­
ple wandering around, who have lost everything. The threat 
of the outbreak of disease is great, as there is no potable wa-­
ter or sanitation services.

Mexico’s  pathetic  free-­marketeer  President  Felipe 
Calderón has had the audacity to say that “climate change” 
is the cause of the flooding disaster. Tabasco’s Governor, 
Andrés Granier, quickly disabused him of that lie, charging 
that the tragedy is the result of years of disinvestment in in-­
frastructure. Governor Granier pointed out that, had proj-­
ects  scheduled  for  completion  last  May  been  finished, 
“there would have been damage, yes, but not the catastro-­

phe we are now suffering.” This would require, minimally, 
an investment of 6 billion pesos, the Governor said, yet the 
federal budget has allocated only a pathetic 387 million.

Mexican  engineer  Manuel  Frías,  an  expert  in  water-­
management and flood control, underscored the criminality 
of Calderón’s position even more dramatically. Frías told 
EIR that at the time of the 1999 floods, he proposed the spe-­
cific infrastructure projects that were required, and warned 
that were they not built, any future flooding would be “a 
catastrophe.” The current rainfall in the region is no worse 
than  in  1999,  he  reported.  It  is  the  infrastructure deficit 
alone  that  is  responsible  for  the  current  disaster.  Only  a 
global, integrated, and properly financed program can solve 
the problem, Frías said.

Adding its voice, Mexico’s College of Civil Engineers 
published a study Nov. 7, stating that more than 20 billion 
pesos is required for investment in crucial water infrastruc-­
ture projects in both Tabasco and Chiapas, with special em-­
phasis on the “integral management” of the Grijalva and 
Usumacinta river basins, as well as the diversion of both 
rivers. In the last 50 years, only four dams have been built 
on the Grijalva River, while no flood-­control projects exist 
on  the  Usumacinta  River.  The  overflow  of  16  rivers  in 
 Chiapas led to flooding of 30 municipalities, and mudslides 
that threaten entire towns.

The LYM leaflet is dramatically illustrated with match-­
ing photos of  the flooding  in post-­Katrina New Orleans, 
and of flooded Tabasco today, as well as maps of the inte-­
grated water management projects for Mexico—the PLHI-­
NO and the PLHIGÓN—and the World Land-­Bridge
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