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the pundits, is made evident in a column in the March 6 Wash-
ington Post by right-wing whiner Robert Novak, with the not-
so-ironic title, “Why Clinton Isn’t Dead.” Novak reports that, 
prior  to  the  March  4  vote,  top  Democrats  were  moving  to 
dump Hillary, that “elaborate preparations . . . had been made 
for  her  expeditious  burial.”  These  prominent  Democrats 
“were organizing a major private intervention. A posse of par-
ty leaders would plead with her to end her campaign and rec-
ognize Obama as the Democratic standard bearer.”

The plan for deployment of  this “death squad”—which 
would likely have included such Rohatyn cronies as Al Gore 
and Nancy Pelosi—has been put on hold, as voters responded 
to Senator Clinton’s leadership on election day.

A key role in rallying voters to defeat the Bloomberg op-
tion has been the effective deployment of the LaRouche Youth 
Movement  (LYM)  in  Ohio,  Texas,  and  Rhode  Island.  The  
LYM mobilized in Texas under banners which read, “Defeat 
Bloomberg  in  the Texas  Primary,”  while  distributing  more 
than 40,000 copies of two leaflets put out by LaRouche PAC 
on the Bloomberg option: “Mitt Romney Walks Out,” which 
exposed why London-based financial networks were desper-
ately pushing Bloomberg’s candidacy, as a last-ditch effort to 
destroy the U.S.A., by placing it under a Mussolini-style cor-
poratist regime; and “Bloomberg Lies: ‘I Am Not Running,’ 
Only  Dripping  Copiously,”  which  updates  the  first  leaflet, 
identifying the next phase of the Bloomberg option, to knock 
out Obama.

A  similar  mobilization  by  the  LYM  in  Ohio  had  the 
same  effect  as  in  Texas,  causing  Democrats  to  stop  and 
think—“I didn’t know Bloomberg was running,” was a uni-
versal response, giving LYM organizers the opportunity to 
explain  to  them  the Bloomberg option. Both Clinton and 
Obama supporters responded by saying, “I knew there was 
something else going on, this election seemed too orches-
trated.”

That prescience, that there is something wrong, coincid-
ed with the widespread unleashing in the press just days be-
fore the primary, of the story of the Rezko/Obama case. This 
confirmed for many that there was, indeed, something big-
ger going on: The Bloomberg option was now in the public 
eye.

It was this confluence of events, occuring at the moment 
when Clinton had, once again, “found her voice,” and demon-
strated her commitment to fight for the “forgotten men and 
women” of America, which offers our nation a chance for sur-
vival.

Now, it is on to Pennsylvania, the next mega-contest, on 
April 22, and then, as the Clinton campaign has made clear, 
the battle will continue to the Democratic convention in Den-
ver at the end of August.

One  thing  is  certain:  Neither  the  would-be  Mussolini, 
Mayor Bloomberg of New York, nor his close collaborators, 
such as fascists George Shultz and Felix Rohatyn, are pleased 
by this turn of events. 

LaRouche’s HBPA Wins 
Rhode Island Primary!
by Matthew Ogden and Alli Perebikovsky, 
LaRouche Youth Movement

 It’s time to take action on the issue of foreclosures. As 
we know, it affects everyone across the country. Most-
ly, I ask you to support this resolution to specifically 
come up with ways to not just feel good, but to actu-
ally do good.

—Rhode Island State Rep. Joe Almeida

On May 29, 1790, Rhode Island became the last state to ratify 
the United States Constitution. However, on March 4, 2008, 
Rhode Island became the first state to officially endorse Lyn-
don H. LaRouche’s Homeowners  and Bank Protection Act 
(HBPA), the first step towards saving that same U.S. Constitu-
tion today. Rhode Island also made history on March 4, by 
delivering a crushing blow to London’s fascist Bloomberg op-
tion, responding to LaRouche’s warning, circulated in a mass 
leaflet during the days leading up to the March 4 primary, that 
an Obama victory would only pave  the road for a Michael 
Bloomberg Presidency. Record numbers of Rhode Islanders, 
mostly among the ranks of the lower 80% of family income-
brackets, turned out to vote for Hillary Clinton, thereby block-
ing London’s Bloomberg plot.

Lyndon LaRouche is not running for President. However, 
the LaRouche Youth Movement (LYM) has been campaign-
ing across the nation to make the issue of a Franklin Roos-
evelt-style economic  recovery  the only  issue of  the current 
Presidential campaign. State Rep. Joe Almeida and State Sen. 
Juan Pichardo, in the face of a severe budget crisis and dete-
riorating social and economic conditions, have turned to the 
LaRouche Political Action Committee as having the only al-
ternative to fascist budget-cutting austerity policies, like those 
typified by  “Benito” Bloomberg  and California Terminator 
Arnie Schwarzenegger.

LaRouche has long emphasized that if the Democratic Par-
ty wishes to survive and to actually save the nation, it must re-
turn to their original constituency, the lower 80%, FDR’s “for-
gotten men,” or, what LaRouche characterizes as the “sleeping 
giant.”  Both  the  passage  of  the  HBPA  in  the  Rhode  Island 
Statehouse, and the landslide defeat for Bloomberg in the pri-
mary, can only be understood as the waking of that sleeping 
giant; the nation heard “the voice of the voiceless.”

Waking the Sleeping Giant
In the days following the Super Tuesday primaries on Feb. 

5, both the Obama and Clinton campaigns were scrambling to 
set up campaign operations on  the ground  in Rhode Island. 
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However,  the  LYM  was  already  there,  cam-
paigning for its Presidential candidate, the Ho-
meowners  and Bank Protection Act. On  Jan. 
18, the Providence City Council had passed a 
resolution in support of the HBPA, hours after 
LaRouche delivered an international webcast. 
Representative Almeida,  the  chair  of  the mi-
nority caucus, was already engaged in a fight 
for  this  policy,  and  addressed  the  following 
statement  to  the  audience  of  the  webcast:  “I 
support  the  policy  proposed  by  Lyndon  La-
Rouche in the Homeowners and Bank Protec-
tion Act,  and  we’re  working  very  hard  right 
now,  to push a  resolution  supporting  this  act 
through the Rhode Island House of Represen-
tatives. We are expecting a vote by next week. 
But I’d also like to urge all other state legisla-
tures across  the country  to  join us  in passing 
similar  resolutions. You do not  need  an  eco-
nomics degree to realize that LaRouche’s pro-
posal is necessary.”

Before the March 4 vote even took place in 
the House, Senator Pichardo, deputy majority 
leader of  the Senate,  stood up  in  support  of  the HBPA and 
passed it in the Rhode Island Senate on Feb. 28, only four days 
after the Cranston City Council had cast their vote in support 
of  the  HBPA.  These  rapid-fire  resolutions  are  the  result  of 
months of outreach and organizing by the LYM, on the streets, 
the college campuses, city councils, and the State House.

The Mass Effect Principle
Young people are the political wild card in the 2008 Presi-

dential elections. The LaRouche Youth Movement is actively 
shaping the policy of the country, defining the political and his-

torical  identity  of  our  genera-
tion.  In Rhode Island, as well 
as  in  Ohio  and  Texas,  going 
into the March 4 primary, our 
focus  was  to  recruit  students 
off of the campuses and into or-
ganizing  of  their  elected  offi-
cials, and to expose the danger 
of the Bloomberg fascist coup. 
We  generated  the  greatest  ef-
fect  at  Rhode  Island  College 
and at Brown University, where 
our organizing reached a boil-
ing point. Days of mass litera-
ture  distribution,  motorcade 

rallies, and one-on-one political discussion, exposed the stu-
dents to the quality of leadership represented by the LYM—the 
leadership necessary to revive the Franklin Roosevelt legacy.

Our campus organizing and policy leadership overlapped 
in one very ironic moment in the basement of the Rhode Is-

land State House. A group of students from Brown University, 
who had seen us on a street corner earlier that day, were visit-
ing the office of the minority caucus for a school project. Rep-
resentative Almeida and minority caucus liaison Maria Lopes 
(a  long-term,  dedicated  pro-LaRouche  fighter),  interrupted 
their discussion with these students by enthusiastically intro-
ducing  members  of  the  LYM,  as  the  authors  of Almeida’s 
HBPA resolution. The students, working for the Obama cam-
paign, were flabbergasted that the same young people, who 
they had seen organizing at a  table earlier  in  the day, were 
working to make policy in their state government. Weeks lat-
er, on the tumultuous primary day, from behind their Obama 
signs, the same students saw us once again, this time, organiz-
ing for  the destruction of Bloomberg,  just hours before  the 
defeat of Barack Obama in the Rhode Island primary and the 
triumph of Lyndon LaRouche’s HBPA!

This  irony  is  typical of  the effect we had on students. At 
Rhode Island College, the first day of organizing found another 
“sleeping giant”: the so-called apolitical youth generation. The 
students were shocked to see any sort of political activity going on 
at their campus. However, within a few months, the campus was 
completely  politicized.  Our  strategy: ATTACK  MYSPACE!1 
This pulled the students into political reality and a few of them 
responded by engaging in the intellectual curriculum by attend-
ing a LYM weekend cadre  school,  attempting  to  replicate  in 
themselves the sort of political leadership they saw in our move-
ment. Now, even though the primary is over, these students re-
main mobilized.

1.  See The Noösphere vs. the Blogosphere: Is the Devil in Your Laptop? La-
Rouche PAC pamphlet, December 2007.

State Rep. Joe Almeida
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LaRouche Youth Movement organizers in Rhode Island on March 4, the day of Senator 
Clinton’s victory in the Democratic primary, and of the passage of LaRouche’s HBPA 
by the state legislature.
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Re-creating American Politics
The even deeper effect of our outreach, beyond resolu-

tions and primaries, is to re-create the American political sys-
tem. Our HBPA mobilization,  in  the context of  the current 
global crisis, is succeeding in reestablishing the dialogue not 
only among city, state, and Federal governments, but also the 
citizens of the United States. The key is activating all layers at 
once.  By  bringing  our  policy  to  state  representatives,  city 
councils, and the people of Rhode Island, simultaneously, we 
created a truly dynamic political discussion. Our outreach to 
community constituency groups forced the Providence City 
Council  to  immediately adopt  the resolution. City Council-
man  Nick  Narducci  and  State  Representative Almeida  en-
couraged each other to fight for this policy. The rapid passage 
of the resolution in the State Senate, provided the back up for 
the House to follow suit. News of each endorsement cross-
fired through the state and directly to the U.S. Congress.

This kind of collaboration, among the layers of govern-
ment, has been lost in the recent decades of our history, de-
moralizing  a  citizenry  that  would  otherwise  be  looking  to 
their elected officials for leadership to face oncoming crises. 
But, as these citizens begin to see their elected officials fight-
ing “to do good,”  they become remoralized, and become a 
powerful political force to be organized. The sleeping giant, 
which  the nation  saw awake on March 4  in Rhode  Island, 
proves that FDR-style leadership, and the courage to fight the 
fascism represented by Michael Bloomberg today, is the po-
litical strategy that will save the United States.

“Let’s kick ass for another day!”—Rep. Joe Almeida

Documentation

This resolution was passed by the State of Rhode Island in 
General Assembly, January Session, 2008, “Memorializing 
the United States Congress To Take Emergency Action To Pro-
tect Homeowners and Banks”:

Whereas, The onrushing financial crisis involving home 
mortgages, debt instruments of all types and the banking sys-
tem of the United States, threatens to set off an economic col-
lapse worse than the Great Depression of the 1930s; and

Whereas, Millions of Americans, including residents of 
the State of Rhode Island, are faced with foreclosure and loss 
of their homes over the coming months; and

Whereas, The  hedge  funds  which  spread  this  financial 
collapse among markets worldwide, by dominating speculation 
in all those markets, are now going bankrupt and demanding 
government bailout of their securities and derivatives, and the 
nominal value of the derivatives based on mortgages alone is 
the size of the combined GDP of the nations of the world; and

Whereas, This financial crisis threatens the integrity of 

both state and Federally chartered banks, as typified by the 
run on deposits of Countrywide Financial Corporation in Cal-
ifornia on August 16, which could wipe out the life savings of 
too  many American  people,  and  drastically  undermine  the 
economic stability of our states and cities; and

Whereas,  Under  similar  circumstances  in  the  1930s, 
President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  successfully  intervened  to 
protect banks and homeowners, addressing Congress with a 
“declaration of national policy” on April 13, 1933, which stat-
ed “that the broad interests of the Nation require that special 
safeguards  should  be  thrown  around  home  ownership  as  a 
guarantee of social and economic stability, and that to protect 
homeowners from inequitable enforced liquidation in a time 
of general distress is a proper concern of the Government”; 
now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That this Senate of the State of Rhode Island 
and  Providence  Plantations  hereby  calls  upon  the  United 
States Congress  to  take emergency action  in  the  form of a 
 Homeowners and Bank Protection Act of 2007, as proposed 
by an economist, specifically to:

1. Establish a Federal agency to place Federal and state 
chartered banks under protection, freezing all existing home 
mortgages for a period of time, adjusting mortgage values to 
fair prices, restructuring existing mortgages at appropriate in-
terest  rates,  and writing off  speculative debt  obligations of 
mortgage-backed  securities,  financial  derivatives  and  other 
forms  of  financial  pyramid  schemes  that  have  brought  the 
banking system to the point of bankruptcy;

2. Declare a moratorium on all home foreclosures for the 
duration of the transitional period, allowing families to retain 
their homes. Monthly payment, the equivalent of “rental pay-
ments,” shall be made to designated banks, which can use the 
funds as collateral for normal lending practices, thus recapi-
talizing the banking system. These affordable monthly pay-
ments will be factored into new mortgages, reflecting the or-
derly deflating of  the housing bubble,  the  establishment of 
appropriate property valuations, and reduced fixed mortgage 
interest rates. While this shakeout may take several years to 
achieve, in the interim period no homeowner shall be evicted 
from his or her property, and the Federal and state chartered 
banks shall be protected, so that they can resume their tradi-
tional functions, serving local communities, and facilitating 
credit for investment in productive industries, agriculture, in-
frastructure, etc.;

3. Authorize governors of the several states to assume the 
administrative responsibilities for implementing the program, 
including the “rental” assessments to designated banks, with 
the Federal government providing the necessary credits and 
guarantees to assure the successful transition; and be it further

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  hereby  is  auth-
orized and directed to transmit a duly certified copy of this 
resolution to each member of the Rhode Island Congressional 
Delegation, and also to the President of the United States, for 
immediate action.


