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Mexico’s PLHINO Project

The following is excerpted from “U.S. and Mexico: Coop-
erate on Great Water Projects,” by Dennis Small, EIR, 
Dec. 7, 2007.

Mexico has too much water . . . and also too little. The South‑
east is virtually floating on water, and the North and Center 
of the country are bone dry. That is an oversimplification, of 
course, but it makes the essential point. So the great chal‑
lenge  in Mexico has always been  to  take  the water  from 
where it is abundant, and transfer it to where it is not.

The PLHINO does just that.
The project was conceptualized in the mid‑1960s, and 

systematized as a hydraulic plan in the early 1970s. Since 
that  time,  LaRouche  and  his  associates  in  Mexico  have 
consistently campaigned for its implementation.

At a Nov. 9, 2007 conference in the state of Sonora . . . a 
new, detailed design for the PLHINO was presented by the 
distinguished Mexican engineer Manuel Frías Alcaraz. In his 
design, approximately 75% of the runoff from five under‑ 
utilized rivers on the central Pacific Coast of Mexico would 
be used to feed a canal running northwestward along the Pa‑
cific Coast, with a combined flow of 220 m3/second of water 

(about 7 km3/yr.). These five rivers (San Pedro, Acaponeta, 
Baluarte, Presidio, and Piaxtla) would each have new dams 
constructed upstream, and they would be connected by a series 
of four tunnels (ranging in length from 21 to 33 kilometers, 
with 7‑meter‑diameter tubing), which would gradually bring 
the water down by gravity from 570 meters above sea level at 
the first dam, to 370 meters above sea level at the last one.

From the Piaxtla reservoir at 370 meters above sea lev‑
el, Frías then proposes to construct a series of canals, pump‑
ing stations, and smaller dams and tunnels that would trans‑
fer the accumlated 220 m3/sec of water all the way to the 
Yaqui River in Sonora.

This would create an artificial  river some 460 km in 
length, which is comparable to the 580‑km‑long Santiago 
River, the country’s seventh largest. And what nature took 
a million years to do, we can accomplish in a decade, Frías 
emphasized. The total PLHINO project is estimated to take 
ten years to complete, with an annual investment of about 
$1 billion—“monetary resources equivalent to [Mexico’s] 
purchase of food for only one year,” according to Frías.

The 7 km3 of transferred water, along with additional 
amounts gathered directly underground by the tunnel tubes, 
will  allow  for  the  irrigation  of  330,000  hectares  of  new 
farmland in the state of Sinaloa, and another 470,000 hect‑
ares in Sonora—for a total of 800,000 hectares opened to 
farming by the PLHINO.
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 PLHIGON and the Gulf of Mexico
          
Existing Dams
1)  Angostura 
2)   Chicoasén 
3)  Malpaso 
4)  Peñitas 
5)  Cerro de Oro 
6)  Temascal

 
H)  Tecolutla-Proyecto 
  El Espial 
I)  Nautla 
J)  Actopán 
K)  Jalcomulco 
L)  Usumacinta 
M)  Santo Domingo 
N)  Tzanconejá

Dams to be built:
Mexico 
A)  San Fernando 
B)  Soto La Marina 
C)  Carrizal 
D)  Río Pánuco 
E)  Laguna de Tamiahua 
F)  Tuxpan 
G)  Poza Rica-Río Cazones  

PLHINO
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Dams to be built: 
A)  San Pedro Mezquital 
B)  Acaponeta 
C)  Baluarte 
D)  Presidio 
E)  Piaxtla 
F)  Elota

                            PLHINO
Existing dams: 
1)  Aguamilpa 
2)  Comedero 
3)  Sanalona 
4)  Humaya 
5)  Bacurato 
6)  El Fuerte 
7)  Huites 
8)  Mocuzarí 
9)  Oviachic A) Papagayo 

B) Ometepec-Cortijos 
C) Verde-Atoyac

South Pacific region
Dams to be built:

O)  Jataté 
P)  Lacantún

Guatemala
Q)  Chixoy 
R)  Ixcán 
S)  De la Pasión
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