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one-third of  the world’s people,  in  just  two nations. 
And Lyn has written this beautiful book a couple of 
years  ago,  Earth’s Next Fifty Years,  where  he  says 
what has to be the cooperation of small nations, big 
nations,  nations  which  have  raw  materials,  nations 
which have none, landlocked areas, countries on the 
seaside; and we have to have this kind of long-term, 
multi-level cooperation on joint economic programs, 
like the Eurasian Land-Bridge, as the cornerstone for 
the reconstruction of the world economy. But it has to 
go together with a renaissance, an emotional change, a 

cultural renaissance, and people really have to change! 
People have to value, not money, but people have to 
value  their creativity! They have  to value a  fulfilled 
life  of  contributing  something  immortal  to  the  next 
generation. And I think we can do it.

But you have to help. We all have to work like we 
never did before. Because our job in the next period, is 
to catalyze in Europe, the kinds of alliances which will 
work  together with  the United States, Russia, China, 
and India, and then I think there is hope. If not—you 
better get accustomed to live in the bushes.

Schiller Conference Issues 
Urgent Call for Action

The following resolution was passed at the conclu-
sion of the international Schiller Institute conference 
in Rüsselsheim, Germany, Feb. 21-22, 2009.

Rüsselsheim Resolution
The threat  to the Opel automobile plant, right 

here at the site of our conference, is a dramatic il-
lustration  of  the  wrong  direction  that  industrial 
policies have taken, especially during the past sev-
eral decades of globalization. The shift from a pro-
ducer to a consumer society has had drastic nega-
tive consequences, the worst being the scandalous 
neglect  of  the  human  right  to  development  and 
progress. This right can be realized only if the main 
orientation of human creativity is towards finding 
the means by which underdevelopment and politi-
cal  suppression,  famines,  and  epidemics—so  far 
viewed as allegedly “chronic”—are replaced, once 
and  for  all,  by  a  new  economic  and  social  order 
that knows no limits  to the full realization of  the 
potentials  of   mankind. Otherwise, mankind will 
be faced with the perspective of a prolonged new 
dark age.

There is an enormous need for vehicles for farm-
ing and harvesting, and for construction of vital in-
frastructure, in large parts of today’s developing na-
tions of  the world. Mankind  is posed with a great 
challenge to rapidly develop capacities for the pro-
duction of millions of such vehicles, and the experi-

ence of  the automobile sector can be used for  this 
new perspective.

Also,  the  fuel  of  the  future  shall  be  hydrogen, 
mass-produced  by  high-temperature  nuclear  reac-
tors, since  the gasoline  technology has reached  its 
limits.

We are demanding an immediate start to the pro-
cess of reconstruction of the African continent. With 
203 million people suffering from malnutrition, 10% 
of whom are children under the age of 15(!), in the 
Sub-Sahara area alone, Africa is in desperate need of 
the  machine-tool  capacities  that  are  being  put  in 
danger of disappearence right now.

We are of the conviction that there is no chance 
of a recovery of our civilization without solving this 
problem.

The future of the enormous machine-building ca-
pacities so far used for the production of cars for in-
dividual transport, should moreover be sought in the 
development of public means of efficient and afford-
able transport of passengers and goods. This can be 
achieved by revolutionary technologies like maglev 
transportation  for  use  in  densely  populated  urban 
areas, as well as over long distances between these 
areas. Development of such transportation systems 
will help to make so far uninhabited regions of the 
world habitable.

There is a future for today’s car-making branches, 
other productive industries, and their qualified work-
forces with this approach. It is high time that such a 
new and reasonable mission be defined in the con-
text of a new and just world economic order.

Let us take a first big step right here, from Rüs-
selsheim!
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