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Lyndon LaRouche’s greeting to the Kiev Conference on
Physical Economy: Research Methodology and Global
Mission of Ukraine, was read by Rachel Douglas.

This conference proceeds under the conditions of a
moment of one of the greatest crises of modern civiliza-
tion, a global crisis in the most profound meaning of
those terms. This is not merely a political, financial, and
physical-economic crisis; it is also a crisis which
touches the foundations of what mankind has become
accustomed to call science.

It is a crisis which touches some of the most funda-
mental achievements of that great figure of both the
Russian and Ukrainian Academies of Science, Vladi-
mir Ivanovich Vernadsky, whose work is both insepa-
rable from his association with the subjects of this con-
ference, here today. These include, prominently, the
intertwined issues of the principles of life and physical
chemistry, but, also, the matter of remedies for the pro-
found, global political-economic crisis whose victims
include both Russia and Ukraine today.

For this occasion, I have submitted a report which
touches significantly on the combined political and sci-
entific issues of that crisis, and of that relevant, leading
role of the scientific achievements of Academician V.I.
Vernadsky and his associates, which bear upon defining
urgently required solutions for that globally systemic
political-economic and social crisis which grips all na-
tions and peoples on this planet, immediately, today.

I would propose that we reflect upon the relevance
for the present crisis of the world at-large, of the great
agricultural, industrial power, and role in science, in
Ukraine, during past times. I also propose that we re-
flect on the crucially important role of the past scientific
and related contributions of Ukraine and Russia which
bear on the great mission of Asian development which
will confront us all, globally, if we permit civilization to
continue its present slide toward the brink of the abyss
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of a planetary “new dark age.”

I would emphasize a fact which may be known to
those of you assembled for this conference, but is, pres-
ently, rarely recognized in the world at-large, of the rev-
olutionary advances in the physical condition of all
mankind which exist still, as among the relevant reme-
dies for this presently onrushing general, physical
breakdown-crisis of the planet, remedies which are to
be found as crucially important contributions in the
signal contributions by the great V.I. Vernadsky and his
collaborators of his lifetime.

Sky Shields

Economic Progress Begins
With Creative Discovery

LaRouche Youth Movement leader Sky Shields deliv-
ered this speech, on April 9, to the Kiev Conference on
Physical Economy: Research Methodology and Global
Mission of Ukraine.

I would like to now give you a picture of the political
and economic role of the LaRouche Youth Move-
ment internationally. In particular, the unique and
important role in it of the works of Vladimir Ivanovich
Vernadsky.

You have heard from LaRouche’s statement of
greeting to this conference, that what we face now is an
economic and strategic crisis. It is also, by that very
definition, a scientific crisis. The economic progress of
humankind is not the management of flows of scarce
resources. It is exactly that definition of economics
which has created the crisis which we now face; it is
that definition of economics which has created the cur-
rent speculative looting of the physical economy, as a
necessary, predicated epiphenomenon.

The true definition of physical economic progress
begins not at the point of production. Nor does it begin
at the point of extraction of raw resources. It begins
with the act of creative discovery which makes those
raw materials into resources in the first place. It begins
with the activities of creative human individuals, who
possess the capability of wielding irony and metaphor,
in their physical, scientific expression to discover—
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