Indian groups that have analyzed remote-sensing satel-
lite data, or conducted on-site surveys at remote loca-
tions, often at elevations above 5,000 meters. While the
report surveyed a number of glaciers, two particularly
iconic ones stand out. The first is the 30-kilometer-long
Gangotri glacier, source of the Ganges River. Between
1934 and 2003, the glacier retreated an average of 70
feet (22 meters) a year, and shed a total of 5% of its
length. But, in 2004 and 2005, the retreat slowed to
about 12 meters a year, and, since September 2007,
Gangotri has been practically at a standstill, according
to Raina’s report.

The second glacier, the Siachin glacier in Kashmir,
is even more stable. Global warming activists armed
with lies, had claimed in the popular press that Siachin
has shrunk as much as 50%. Raina objected. In fact, he
pointed out, “the glacier has not shown any remarkable
retreat in the last 50 years.” These conclusions were
based in part on field measurements by ecologist Kireet
Kumar of the G.B. Pant Institute of Himalayan Envi-
ronment and Development in Almora. Much like the
lies that Greenpeace promoted about Greenland’s ice
cap, it seems reports of the glaciers’ demise were a bit
premature.

According to a report in the Nov. 13, 2009, journal
Science, “No Sign Yet of Himalayan Meltdown, Indian
Report Finds,” “several Western experts who have con-
ducted studies in the region agree with Raina’s nuanced
analysis—even if it clashes with [IPCC’s take on the Hi-
malayas.” The “extremely provocative” findings “are
consistent with what I have learned independently,”
said Jeffrey S. Kargel, a glaciologist at the University of
Arizona, Tucson. Many glaciers in the Karakoram
Mountains, on the border of India and Pakistan, have
“stabilized or undergone an aggressive advance,” he
said, citing new evidence gathered by a team led by Mi-
chael Bishop, a mountain geomorphologist at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska.

Canadian glaciologist Kenneth Hewitt, who re-
cently returned from an expedition to the world’s
second-highest mountain, located along the Pakistan-
China border in the northwestern Himalayas, says he
observed five advancing glaciers, and only a single one
in retreat. Such evidence ‘“challenges the view that the
upper Indus glaciers are ‘disappearing’ quickly and will
be gone in 30 years,” said Hewitt. “There is no evidence
to support this view and, indeed, rates of retreat have
been less in the past 30 years than the previous 60
years.”
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Dutch Commission Spells
Trouble for Tony Blair

by Dean Andromidas and
Vyron Lymberopoulos

Jan. 21—An independent commission in The Nether-
lands on Jan. 12 became the first such body in the world
to declare that the Iraq War violated international law.
The Davids Commission was appointed by Dutch Prime
Minister Jan Peter Balkenende and chaired by Willibrord
Davids, a former chairman of the Supreme Court. The
commission’s report puts the heat on former British Prime
Minister Tony Blair, who will testify at Great Britain’s
own Iraq War inquiry, led by Lord Chilcot, on Jan. 29.

The Davids Report is unambiguous on the fact that the
Balkenende government acted as a full partner with Blair
and the George W. Bush Administration, and used the
same lies to bring the Netherlands into a war that the vast
majority of the population did not want. “The Dutch gov-
ernment lent its political support to a war whose purpose
was not consistent with Dutch government policy,” the
report said. “The military action had no sound mandate
in international law.*

It charged that there was “a certain insincerity” in the
way the government insisted that the dismantling of
Iraq’s weapons arsenal was the goal of the invasion,
while it knew full well that the objective was “regime
change”—the overthrow of Saddam Hussein.

It further stated that the government did not inform
the parliament that its own intelligence service had a
more “nuanced” assessment of the allegation that Iraq
had weapons of mass destruction. While the report
claims it found no evidence of Dutch military involve-
ment in the invasion itself, it contested the claim that
the Patriot missile launchers it stationed near the Iraq
border were purely for defensive purposes, noting that
their deployment without parliamentary consent was a
violation the Constitution.

The report’s harsh conclusions have sent shock waves
through the political landscape in The Netherlands, and
could bring down the government of Prime Minister
Balkenende, who can be considered the Tony Blair of
The Netherlands, and who was also Prime Minister when
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the invasion began.

The British daily The Guardian reported on Jan. 13
that the commission was unable to acquire a letter Blair
had sent to Balkenende in 2003, which influenced the
latter’s decision to back the war. The letter had been
sent “personally” from Blair, with instructions that it be
returned after Balkenende read it, so it would not end
up in the Dutch government’s archives. A spokesman
for the commission told the newspaper: “It was a sur-
prise for the committee when we discovered informa-
tion about this letter.... We asked the British govern-
ment to hand over the letter, but they refused.” The
contents of this letter has never been revealed.

First Independent
Assessment

Philippe Sands, professor of
International Law at University
College, London, who was inter-
viewed by the Davids Commis-
sion, told Radio Netherlands
Worldwide that the findings of the
Dutch inquiry are unambiguous.
“They concluded that the war was
unlawful, so I think the findings
are very helpful on the interna-
tional issue of legality,” said Sands.
“It’s the first independent assess-
ment by anybody, anywhere in the
world, of the view of the legality of
the war. The fact that the report has
been written by distinguished law
experts gives it authority.”

As for Blair, Sands said, “It
can’t be helpful for him that the
Davids Commission has con-
cluded in the opposite direction.
They’ve even gone further; they’ve said the UN resolu-
tions were used as unreasonable arguments.”

Sands is the author of Lawless World, which docu-
ments how Bush and Blair conspired to invade Iraq, in
violation of international law.

The Davids Commission was convened in February
2009, after six years of stalling by the Balkenende gov-
ernment. While refusing to convene a parliamentary
commission, Balkenende named Willibrord Davids to
establish an independent body. Davids pulled together a
prominent group, which included Prof. Dees Fasseur,
retired civil servant and expert in international law; Tim
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Koopmans, former Advocate
General at the Supreme Court;
and Prof. Dr. Nico Schrijver,
professor of international Law
at Leiden University.

In addition to concluding
the war was illegal, they noted
that, until the government en-
tered the war, there was very
little public debate, because of
the “turbulent social and polit-
ical developments” in the
country at the time. This is a
reference to the after-effects of
the assassination of the populist
Pym Fortuyne in May 2002, while
he was campaigning in the na-
tional elections, which were held
later that year. (See “Strategy of
Tension Now Targets the Nether-
lands,” EIR, May 17, 2002.) For-
tuyn’s party was expected to be a
big winner, perhaps becoming the
largest or second-largest party. He
was anti-immigration as well as
anti-European Union, and wrote,
at the time, that Blair was “an ex-
tremely dangerous man, candidly
a threat to world peace.”

According to the report, in
this “politically unstable situa-
tion,” then Foreign Minister Jaap
De Hoop Scheffer, was able,
without consulting any other
member of the government, to
draft, in August 2002, what would
become the government’s policy
for entering the war. De Hoop Scheffer was a true be-
liever in the war from the beginning, and, in 2004, he
was named Secretary General of NATO.

Balkenende has refused to acknowledge much of
the criticism in the report, especially the charge of ille-
gality. A government crisis has developed, since his
current coalition partner, the Labor Party, was not in the
government at the time Balkenende backed the war.
Balkenende was forced to issue a statement admitting
that a better mandate in international law was required.
His political future remains in question, as the latest
polls give him a 17% approval rating.

Committee of Inquiry Iraq
Committee Chairman
Willibrord Davids

UN Photo/Sophie Paris
The British government refused to give the
Davids Commission access to former Prime
Minister Tony Blair’s secret 2003 letter to
Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende,
which influenced the latter’s decision to back
the invasion of Iraq.
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