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FDR: Haiti’'s Development
Is Not Against Our Interest’

by Cynthia R. Rush

Jan. 30—On Oct. 14, 1943, President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt held a state dinner at the White House for
Haiti’s President Elie Lescot, and during his toast to his
guest, he recalled his own personal relationship to Haiti,
going back at least two decades. Almost a decade earlier,
on July 5, 1934, when he announced from Cape Haitien,
his intention to withdraw the U.S. Marines who had oc-
cupied the island since 1915, Roosevelt was the first
American President to ever step foot on Haitian soil.

In 1943, Roosevelt was looking forward to the pros-
perity, and end of British colonialism, that he envi-
sioned for the post-World War II world. “In this new
civilization that we are coming to, of mutual aid and in
a cooperative management between all the Nations of
the world,” he said, “I think that not only can Haiti learn
a lot from us, but we can learn a lot from Haiti.”

Roosevelt’s remarks reflected a positive approach to
Haiti that had been policy during earlier periods of U.S.
history—and is urgently needed again today. Treasury
Secretary Alexander Hamilton collaborated with the
Haitian leaders who founded that republic in 1804, and
helped draft Haiti’s constitution. Almost 60 years later,
in December of 1861, President Abraham Lincoln rec-
ognized Haiti’s independence, and named Abolitionist
leader and former slave Frederick Douglass as his am-
bassador to that nation.

As Lyndon LaRouche proposed in his international
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webcast today, in the aftermath of Haiti’s catastrophic
Jan. 12 earthquake, the United States must commit
itself to a relationship with the Haitian government for
the long term—25 years. No quick fixes, no “band-
aids” will get the job done. Washington should sign a
contract with Haiti’s government, outlining a plan to
rebuild the country’s economy, but above all, to “guar-
antee its sovereignty,” LaRouche emphasized. “We can
doit.”

An End to Imperialism

Franklin Roosevelt’s optimistic remarks, published
below, and his emphasis on Haiti’s great potential for
economic development, in both agriculture and manu-
facturing, stand in stark contrast to the British Empire’s
colonial doctrine of free trade, which Western govern-
ments imposed on Haiti at various points during its
often torturous history, most recently beginning in the
mid-1980s.

Under this murderous regime, Haiti went from being
a nation self-sufficient in rice production, the main
staple in the national diet, to one dependent on cheaper
foreign imports with which domestic producers could
never compete.

Between the mid-1980s and mid-1990s, Haiti—in-
sanely—became the most “open” economy of all the
Caribbean nations! The drastic trade liberalization mea-
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Haitian President Stenio Joseph Vincent with FDR in Cap-Haitien in July 1934.

sures included in Haiti’s 1994 “structural adjustment”
agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
slashed tariffs on rice imports from 35% to 3%!

In 1985, Haitian farmers produced more than
150,000 tons of rice, meeting the consumption needs of
its entire population. By 2004, it had become the
second-largest importer of rice among Central Ameri-
can and Caribbean states. By 2008, 340,000 of the
420,000 tons of annual rice consumption were im-
ported; 30 million of the 31 million eggs that Haitians
consumed monthly, were imported from the Dominican
Republic.

These policies drove thousands of farmers, traders,
and millers into unemployment; many migrated to the
capital of Port-au-Prince or other cities, to become im-
poverished slum-dwellers.

‘They Ought To Develop for Themselves’

In his 1943 toast, FDR especially underscored the
importance of helping Haiti “grow more of their own
food supplies.”

Two years earlier, acting under the aegis of his Good
Neighbor Policy, Roosevelt’s government helped set up
SHADA (Société Hatiano-Americaine de Developpe-
ment Agricole), a development corporation that served
as a model for similar entities that were set up in many
other Ibero-American nations.

With a $5 million credit line from the U.S. govern-
ment, and active involvement by the U.S. Export-
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Import Bank, SHADA pursued “the de-
velopment and exploitation of all
agricultural and other resources of, and
within, the Republic of Haiti.... Experi-
mentation is to be undertaken to improve
existing crops and to cultivate new ones.”

The result was that Haiti became self-
sufficient in food production. It not only
produced enough to feed its own people;
it also exported products such as coffee,
cocoa, meat, and sugar.

In subsequent decades, the combina-
tion of free trade, deforestation, and cata-
strophic natural disasters, such as the
recent earthquake, have transformed this
once potentially prosperous small nation
into a living hell, where, in some loca-
tions, mud mixed with a few tidbits of
bread or grain passes for “food.”

Then there are the monetarist lunatics
who insist that Haiti’s future lies in the production of
biofuels, using the toxic jatropha plant, despite the fact
that this would mean displacing traditional food crops,
and the peasants who produce them. Many Haitian
peasant and farm leaders are warning that the ecstatic
plans coming from Washington and Brazil for turning
Haiti into a “sustainable biofuels economy,” will inevi-
tably lead to higher food prices, less land available for
food production, and juicy profits for agribusiness and
speculators that are chomping at the bit to become in-
volved.

Franklin Roosevelt had it right. “For all these years,”
he said in his toast to President Lescot, “I have had the
most intense interest in the Republic of Haiti, and the
development of its people in a way that will never mean
exploitation by any other Nation. They ought to de-
velop for themselves and they have every opportunity
in the world to do so.”

‘The Future of Haiti Is Very,
Very Bright’

Here is the toast by President Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt to Haitian President Elie Lescot, Oct. 14, 1943, at
the White House:

This is a particularly happy evening for me, because it
carries me back more than a quarter of a century. The
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President of Haiti is a very old personal friend of mine,
and a good friend of most of the people who are here at
the table tonight.

I said it carries me back a quarter of a century, be-
cause I had something to do with what I hope eventu-
ally will be recognized as having been of help to the
Republic of Haiti. It goes back to when I myself sent
marines to Haiti through a period of great unrest in that
Republic. We made a promise then that some day Haiti
would be independent, with its own Government, its
own Republic.

It was a curious circumstance that many years later,
in 1934, I came back to make a decision: I felt that the
time had come for the complete independence of the
Republic of Haiti; I felt that they could go their own
way, with their own independent Government, and their
own sovereignty.

I am very proud of what has happened during the
last ten years. There were some “doubting Thomases,”
as President Lescot knows. There were some people
who said “No,” it was too early. But I promised his pre-
decessor in July of 1934 that the marines would be out
by the end of August, and they were. And since that
time, one of the experiments of my life has been perma-
nently successful, because in the last ten years of the
Republic of Haiti not a single American has been there
with a gun. Haiti has made good in every way. I regard
the Nation’s advance in prosperity and in friendship
during those ten years as something that ought to be
written up in the history books.

I keep talking, not just when the President comes
here to visit me, but on many other occasions, about the
development of Haiti. Those of you who have been
there know it is one of the most beautiful countries in
the world. It has everything. It has everything above the
ground, and everything under the ground. I was talking
to the President about one section of Haiti that I never
personally visited, although I saw it from the top of
some mountains, a section in about the middle of the
Republic that is so high that you find there the most
beautiful groves and forests of pine trees, a country
where in January or February you find ice in the streams,
and not very far away you get down to a place where
you can grow everything that grows. It is an amazing
place. I strongly recommend that whenever you get a
chance, if you haven’t been there, that you go to Haiti.

I think it was a certain Queen of England who said
that after her death “Calais” would be found written on
her heart. When I die, I think that “Haiti” is going to be
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written on my heart, because for all these years I have
had the most intense interest in the Republic of Haiti,
and the development of its people in a way that will
never mean exploitation by any other Nation. They
ought to develop for themselves, and they have every
opportunity in the world to do so. Under President
Lescot and his predecessor, very great strides have been
made. It is becoming a self-contained country, with di-
vergent resources of all sorts of things. We have been
talking about economics already, and the fact that Haiti
has insufficient industries. And yet there are dozens of
articles down there which they can grow and produce
the raw materials for, and manufacture themselves. It is
not against our interest, because there are a great many
things that we can make that they can’t make, and there
are lots of things that they can make that we can’t make.
That forms the basis of trade. ...

In that way, and through the diversification of their
crops, and the diversification of their industries, the
future of Haiti is very, very bright.

We have to remember, as we sometimes forget it in
this country, that Haiti is a great deal more than just an-
other island in the West Indies. Most of the islands in
the West Indies have relatively small populations. The
Haitian part of the Island of Santo Domingo contains
nearly three million people—over two hundred people
per square mile. Because of this density of population,
they don’t even raise enough food to sustain the entire
population.

One of the things that we want to help them on, in
order to be self-sustaining, is the growing of more of
their own food supplies. It will help them. And it will
help us, for it may teach us some day to make Puerto
Rico self-sustaining. We have two million people in
Puerto Rico, and almost everything they eat is bought
on the outside. The money to buy their own food doesn’t
go into their pockets, it goes into the pockets of China,
and Mexico, and the United States.

And so, in this new civilization that we are coming
to, of mutual aid and in a cooperative management be-
tween all the Nations of the world, I think that not only
can Haiti learn a lot from us, but we can learn a lot from
Haiti.

It is a wonderful thing that during all these years we
have had such good friends down there in the govern-
ment of Haiti—none more than my old friend, Presi-
dent Lescot, who used to be with us in Washington, and
who has come back, and who we hope will come back
many, many times again.

EIR February 5, 2010



