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LaRouche: Invoke the 25th
Amendment To Remove Obama

by Jeffrey Steinberg

Oct.  9—Speaking on
LPAC-TV’s Oct. 6 Weekly
Report, Lyndon LaRouche
announced that he has
called for President Barack
Obama’s immediate re-
moval from office, because
he is clearly no longer men-
tally competent to remain
in the Presidency. La-
Rouche demanded the in-
vocation of the 25th Amend-
ment, which provides for
the orderly removal of a
President, and his replace-
ment by the Vice President,
due to physical or mental
impairment (See box).
LaRouche explained his
motives for taking this very
serious initiative: “Last
night, on the basis of infor-
mation received, I moved
for the 25th Amendment for
the ouster of the President,
on those grounds. The
reason of the timing was
the general situation, the

manifest state of the President’s mind, or at least behav-
ior: that he is actually in the kind of mental condition,
which warrants his ouster on this. Which means that
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there should be an initiative by certain people, in the
White House itself, including the Vice President, who
should motivate this. And, once he does that, then the

EIR October 15,2010

© 2010 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.


http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2010/eirv37n40-20101015/index.html

The 25th Amendment to
The U.S. Constitution

Here is Section 4 of the 25th Amendment, passed by
Congress July 6, 1965, and ratified Feb. 10, 1967.

Section 4.

Whenever the Vice President and a majority of
either the principal officers of the executive depart-
ments or of such other body as Congress may by law
provide, transmits to the President pro tempore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives their written declaration that the Presi-
dent is unable to discharge the powers and duties of
his office, the Vice President shall immediately
assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting
President. Thereafter, when the President transmits
to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives his written

declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume
the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice
President and a majority of either the principal offi-
cers of the executive department or of such other
body as Congress may by law provide, transmit
within four days to the President pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives their written declaration that the President is
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his
office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue,
assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose
if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one
days after receipt of the latter written declaration,
or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one
days after Congress is required to assemble, deter-
mines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the
President is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue
to discharge the same as Acting President; other-
wise, the President shall resume the powers and
duties of his office.

Congress is called back from recess, immediately, to
consider an impeachment, in this form of impeach-
ment.

“It requires no offense, other than the fact that he
has got the problems, and the problems that are diag-
nosed in the act, as by Jerrold Post and company who
composed the study on which the amendment is based—
all the conditions are there: This guy is cracking up,
he’s gone. He’s not qualified to be President. He must
be removed for the sake of the nation, and we have the
Constitutional Amendment, which prepares exactly
this. And he is exactly the mental type, described in
detail, the narcissist syndrome, and there is no question
about it. I diagnosed this, of course, on April 11, of last
year, and I was right then, and I’m more right than ever
today. So, this man has to go.

“If he doesn’t go, the nation itself is in danger, by
virtue of his intrinsic incompetence.

“And we see the Congress is inept, incapable of re-
sponding to anything competently. We are going into an
election where we’re going to have chaos in the Con-
gress, as a result of the lack of competent action by the
Congress, under the conditions of breakdown.. ..

“There are other implications of this: Because we
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are on the verge of a general breakdown crisis of the
entire world economy. This is now in process. We have
global hyperinflation; it’s not only global hyperinfla-
tion, it’s admitted to be hyperinflation, by our govern-
ment, by the Treasury Department, by the Federal Re-
serve. And the Europeans are doing the same thing!
Hyperinflation.

“Now, this means a worse condition than what hit,
as a result of the German hyperinflation of 1923. The
German hyperinflation of 1923 was compartmentalized
to within the borders of Germany. And therefore, the
rest of Europe, while affected by this, was not clob-
bered by it. Germany was.

“Now, that means, we are now having a 1923 Ger-
many-style chain-reaction collapse of the world econ-
omy, now in progress, on a global scale, and there are
no present barriers to a general breakdown crisis of the
entire world economy.

“Europe is unable to handle it. Europe has not
shown any capability. You have rustling, in Germany;
they are not happy about this whole situation. Russia’s
got a problem, they have not resolved the problem of
management there, their economic policy. China is
holding out, and China will resist, but, if the United
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States goes, under these condi-
tions—and it can go in the weeks
ahead—then the whole world will
go. And you will have a prolonged,
global Dark Age, which nothing
can stop, once it gets rolling. And
therefore, before the Dark Age
syndrome hits, we’ve got to stop
this thing.

“We will not stop it, as long as
this President remains President.
Therefore, the justification for the
25th Amendment action, is very
clear. Not only is this President fit
for suspension, of his office, but it
is now necessary to do that, be-
cause his presence in office en-
sures the destruction of world civi-
lization.”

White House/Pete Souza

The 25th Amendment provides that the Vice President shall assume the powers and

duties of the office of President, when the President “is unable to discharge,” those
duties. Obama’s mental condition now warrants his ouster, LaRouche declared. Shown:

The Evidence Is
Overwhelming

Beginning on Sept. 7, the web-
site www.newsflavor.com began publication of a
series of interviews with an anonymous former
member of the Obama campaign and transition team,
and a White House insider, who presented a frighten-
ing picture of a President undergoing a psychological
meltdown. In the interviews, published through Oct.
7, the insider chronicled the breakdown of the Execu-
tive branch’s functioning, as President Obama col-
lapsed into deep depression, and became more and
more fixated on those publicly criticizing his perfor-
mance.

This eyewitness account precisely mirrored La-
Rouche’s clinical assessment of Obama’s Nero Com-
plex, publicly presented on April 11, 2009, in a now-
famous international webcast.

“Obama loved to campaign,” the anonymous source
said in the first of the interviews. “He clearly didn’t like
the work of being President, though, and that attitude
was felt by the entire White House staff within weeks
after the inauguration. Obama the tireless, hard-work-
ing candidate, became a very tepid personality to us.
And the few news stories that did come out against him
were the only things he seemed to care about. He abso-
lutely obsesses over Fox News. For being so success-
ful, Barack Obama is incredibly thin-skinned. He takes
everything very personally.”
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President Obama plays with his Blackberry, accompanied by a worried-looking Vice
President Biden, July 2010.

In the second part of the interview series, asked
what advice he would give the President, to turn things
around, the anonymous Democratic Party figure was
blunt:

“I would tell the President to pull his head out of
his ass. To man up, grow up, and start to pay attention
to what the American people want and need. That is a
big, big flaw with this president. He comes at it from
the position of thinking he knows what we need be-
cause we don’t have the ability to know for ourselves.
And he doesn’t respect any opinion that is different
from his own. He just doesn’t care to know any other
side to any given issue. I really believe it’s a maturity
thing. I think our president needs to grow up. I hate to
put it that way, but there it is. President Obama, grow
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up.

On Sept. 27, blogger “Ulsterman” returned to his
anonymous source, and reported from a still-active
White House official that the President was being med-
ically treated for severe depression. The source elabo-
rated: “The infighting among the staff is off the charts.
More recently, the president has increasingly with-
drawn emotionally from the day to day demands of his
job—he has become what was described to me as
‘empty’.... His natural detachment has become almost
chronic to the point of being disconcerting to staff
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around him. It appears President Obama is suffer-
ing from severe depression.”

Asked why this was happening, the White
House source said, “Well, for one, he was com-
pletely unprepared for the job of being President
of the United States. The demands on one’s time,
the emotional and physical toll, are considerable.
Second, the failure of the administration to effec-
tively communicate to the American people. You
have to understand that Obama believed that his
ability to orate would be enough—that is proving
to have been a considerable mistake on Obama’s
part, and he is not dealing particularly well with
that reality.”

Since the publication of these interviews, this
news service has independently heard from a
number of leading Democratic Party officials that
the “Ulsterman” source is genuine, and that the
picture of the President’s psychological meltdown
is accurate. Several senior U.S. intelligence offi-
cials, with close access to the White House, have
further corroborated these reports, and have expressed
growing alarm about the collapse of Presidential lead-
ership at a moment of great crisis.

It was precisely out of concern for such a future
Presidential crisis that the framers of the 25th Amend-
ment acted.

Legislative History

In the aftermath of the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy, the U.S. Congress seriously took up
the issue of Presidential succession, and the process by
which a sitting President could be removed from office,
on the basis of incapacity to serve, due to physical or
mental illness. The U.S. Constitution was vague on the
precise issue of succession and incapacity, and on sev-
eral prior occasions, it led to potential crisis. In 1841,
when President William Henry Harrison died in office,
Vice President John Tyler assumed the Presidency, even
though the Constitution only provided for the Vice
President to be “Acting President.” When President
Woodrow Wilson had a mental breakdown (widely at-
tributed to a stroke) 18 months before his term expired,
the First Lady and key White House advisors ran the
country, without ever officially acknowledging that the
President was incapacitated.

In 1963, Senators Estes Kefauver and Kenneth
Keating proposed a Constititutional amendment, to au-
thorize the Congress to legislate Presidential succes-
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YouTube
President Obama, speaking to a women’s conference in Washington,
D.C., Oct. 5, peers over the lecturn after the Presidential seal fell off
and crashed to the floor. Is someone trying to tell him something?

sion and rules for removing a President from office for
incapacity. That effort was blocked, out of fear that
Congress could abuse the power. However, on Jan. 1,
1965, Sen. Birch Bayh and Rep. Emanuel Cellar intro-
duced a Constitutional amendment, spelling out the
procedures for succession and for determination of a
President’s incapacity. The amendment passed both
Houses of Congress on July 6, 1965, and was sent to the
states for ratification. On Feb. 10, 1967, the required 38
states ratified the amendment (see box).

On two occasions, there was serious consideration
of invoking Section 4: On March 30, 1981, when Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan was shot by would-be assassin
John Hinckley, there was brief consideration of invok-
ing the 25th Amendment, and an ad hoc group of close
Presidential advisors, at Reagan’s bedside following
his surgery, concluded that he was mentally fit to
remain in office. In 1987, when Donald Regan was re-
placed by Howard Baker as Reagan’s Chief of Staff,
Baker was urged to make a determination as to whether
Reagan was still mentally sharp enough to serve out
his term. After an initial White House meeting between
the President and the new staff, Baker concluded
that Reagan was perfectly capable of continuing as
President.

It now rests with Vice President Joe Biden and the
key Cabinet officials to put the vital interests of the
country first, and apply the 25th Amendment.

National 7



