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dredgings to deepen the channel to 12 feet. This would 
allow larger barges, and increase the river flow at peak 
volumes.

The cost: an estimated $3.3� billion—half the total 
Federal outlay for flood relief in 1993.

Jobs created: an estimated 8,380 for five years.
• The non-levee flood control dams, reservoirs, and 

channelization  on  Missouri  rivers.  This  includes,  18 
dams, 8 power plants, 23� miles of channeling, and 17� 
miles of levees on the Grand, Gasconade, Osage, Fish-
ing, Platte, Chariton, and Meramec Rivers.

The  cost:  including  the  Meramec  River  projects, 
$2.81 billion, less than half the Federal 1993 flood relief 
costs.

Jobs created: 7,220 jobs lasting five years.
• Moving upstream, let us complete Pick Sloan—es-

pecially  the  �.�  million  acres  of  irrigation  to  expand 
food production in a hungry world.

• Expand the Missouri River navigation channel an-
other  8�0  miles  from  Sioux  City  to Williston,  North 
Dakota, at the new 12-foot depth, as proposed by Colo-
nel Pick.

• With  Pick-Sloan  underway,  let’s  get  the  Young 
Plan moving. That will cover the high plains with veg-
etation and trees, and, as William Sloan envisioned, lay 
the basis for new cities.

NAWAPA
A nation that has regained the “Let’s get it done!” 

American Spirit will look beyond the Missouri Basin 
to the greatest “Great Project” of all: the North Amer-
ican Water and Power Alliance (NAWAPA).1 On the 
drawing  boards  since  the  19�0s,  NAWAPA  would 
create  a  whole  new  river,  the  size  of  the  Missouri, 
flowing down the spine of the Rocky Mountains from 
Alaska and Canada. With tunnels under the Continen-
tal Divide,  this new river can feed the Missouri and 
Colorado systems, and deliver water to California, the 
Southwest, and even northern Mexico. Thousands of 
jobs, over several decades, would be created to imple-
ment it.

It’s time to organize the American population to get 
these projects built. The night of depression is deepen-
ing; the financial storm is about to break. The Missouri 
Basin  Project,  and  hundreds  of  other  improvements 
throughout the land will be the way we build ourselves 
back to prosperity.

1.  For more on NAWAPA, see http://larouchepac.com/infrastructure

Drought Destroying 
French Food Stocks
by Christine Bierre

June 2—As of the end of May, the government in France 
had to begin taking some measures to deal with one of 
the worst droughts to hit  the nation in decades. First, 
there was a major shortfall of rain through the Autumn 
and  Winter,  leading  to  a  drawdown  of  groundwater. 
This continued with a major shortfall of rain over the 
last three months, combined with unusually hot weather 
in the Spring. This April was the second-hottest in 100 
years,  �  degrees  higher  than  the  1971-2000  average, 
and  the  driest  since  19�9.  Government  measures  in-
cluded aid to cattle growers, and restrictions on non-es-
sential water usage.

This year’s wheat crop has been irreversibly dam-
aged. France’s soft wheat harvest will be the smallest in 
at least four years, which is an automatic hit to the world 
supply. France is the world’s second-largest exporter of 
wheat after the United States, shipping the grain both 
within and beyond the European Union. This is a catas-
trophe.

Soils in the north of France, where 80% of the coun-
try’s wheat is grown, were already the driest in over �0 
years, as of April.

Cattle growers are very hard hit, and have run out of 
fodder  for  their  animals. The  only  alternative  at  this 
point is to turn to the straw left over from the Winter 
wheat fields. But this will just keep the animals alive, 
since straw’s nutritive value is close to zero. Most of the 
cattle growers have started slaughtering their animals, 
and now the meat market is saturated.

The government has begun to take some measures: 
�0 out of the 100 departments (counties) of France have 
taken  emergency  measures  to  restrict  water  use;  the 
government  will  use  a  disaster  fund  to  compensate 
cattle growers for their losses, which have reached hun-
dreds of millions of euros. Fund officials will meet on 
June  1�;  and  aid  will  be  delivered  before  Sept.  1�. 
Wheat growers expect to turn to their insurers for com-
pensation.

 http://larouchepac.com/infrastructure
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The  government  moved  to  get  the  Crédit Agri-
cole, the main farming bank, to open up low-interest 
emergency  credit  lines  to  farmers:  1.�%  for young 
farmers, and 2% for older ones. Insurance companies 
have  also been pressured by Paris  to  contribute  to 
the overall effort. They have extended their guaran-
tees to transport and store hay nationwide, in particu-
lar,  for  coverage  from potential fire  and other haz-
ards—which  will  increase  with  this  extreme  hot 
weather.

This is, of course, only short term, and a posteriori 
aid. What is really needed—and Solidarité et Progrès 
Presidential  candidate  Jacques  Cheminade  is  calling 
for this—is to eliminate the EU Malthusian directives 
which have been used through laws in every country to 
discourage  the  capture  of  rainwater,  either  in  reser-
voirs,  or  artificial  lake  systems—to  limit  intensive 
farming.  Only  3%  of  the  rainfall  is  used  in  France, 
whose precipitation is normally among the lushest in 
Europe.

Statement by Jacques Cheminade

Measures To Combat 
Severe French Drought

Jacques Cheminade is a French Presidential candi-
date, on the ticket of the Solidarity and Progress party. 
His original statement is available at http://www.soli-
dariteetprogres.org

June 1—Earthquakes in Japan, tornadoes in the United 
States, flooding in Canada, and exceptional drought in 
China,  in Texas,  and  in Europe. Our planet  is  every-
where being wracked by phenomena whose violence is 
growing.

In France, the drought which is rife, is already far 
worse than those of 19�9 and 197�. It is added to the 
disastrous consequences of an agriculture policy, which, 
by having penalized producers now for several years, is 
preventing them from building up reserves of their fi-
nances, of fodder, and of seed.

I. Four Immediate Emergency Measures
This is an issue of breaking the speculation which 

has grabbed farm production and created shortages, and 
not simply by limiting damages by promising some in-
demification from the facilities of the treasury, or hand-
outs.

1. Emergency feed for animals: For this, beyond 
solidarity between  those who grow  the grain and  the 
those who raise the livestock, the state must, should the 
need arise, requisition hay and straw, and fully subsi-
dize their purchase by producers. An important detail: 
The state and regions must take charge of rail and truck 
transport all the way to the farm.

2. Priority for irrigation:  Restrain  water  use  by 
golf  courses,  leisure  centers,  and  flower  gardens  as 
much as necessary. Water reserves must be prioritized 
for crops.

3. Freeze on biofuels: The state must block all con-
verstion of cereals into biofuels, especially wheat and 
maize corn. This production  is  reserved  for  livestock 
feed. If necessary, certain exports can also be revised 
downward, toward this end. This measure will not in-
flame world prices if it is accompanied by anti-specula-
tion measures, as we will specify.

4. Finance: cleaning out the Augean stables: 
Separate the investment banks from savings and de-
posit  banks  (global  Glass-Steagall).  Speculation on 
agricultural products  by  exchange-traded  funds 
(ETFs, trackers with the effect of financial leverage) is 
prohibited.  Is  it  not  intolerable  that  a  bank  such  as 
Crédit Agricole  (among  others),  which  makes  a  big 
show of generosity, offering financial aid to the vic-
tims  of  drought,  should  continue,  via  Amundi,1  to 
speculate on agricultural prices? As long as nothing is 
being done to stop this game, all  the declarations of 
our  leaders  remain  hypocrisy  at  best,  treachery  at 
worst.

II. Food Sovereignty
Starting tomorrow, we must rethink farm policy on 

the absolute principle of food sovereignty, in uprooting 
the Malthusian power of the enviro-speculators.

1. Infrastructure: We must immediately invest in 
the creation of artificial  lakes,  irrigation canals, and 
dams, putting water at  the disposal of agriculture, 

1.  Amundi Asset Management,  a partnership of Crédit Agricole  and 
Société Générale.


