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to us thus far.
Thus, we have the relatively superior powers of the 

human individual mind—the uniquely and truthfully 
creative powers of the mind, the creative means of 
metaphor. All of these are to be located in that which 
subsumes the inferior faculties of sense-perception per 
se, as by the influence of the higher experience of true 
principles of science. This view of science is that which 
subsumes the otherwise deceitful experience of what is 
merely the shadow-world of sense-perception as such. 
Such is the import of the noëtic (e.g., metaphorical) 
quality of the concluding, extended paragraph of Percy 
Bysshe Shelley’s A Defence of Poetry.

It is an amusing, but, nonetheless, a practical reflec-
tion of the aforesaid specifications, to recognize the dis-
tinction of the sensory functions of the human personal-

ity from those of the lower species of life. 
Imagine, for example: “Do birds actually 

sleep during much of their time in mi-
gratory flight”—since they are, in effect, 
usually on “autopilot” when following 
the pathway defined by the magnetic 
field?

In that just-stated perspective, and 
the like, the only really thinking crea-
ture presently known to us, is the human 
individual as a type —wherever, or how-
ever that likeness in effect might be 
shown to have been replicated. Only the 
human mind makes the noëtic [e.g., 
metaphorical] quality of decisions 
which craft a choice for action which 
has the quality of effect, in principle, of 
a voluntary formation of a choice of the 
virtual “invention” of a profoundly new 

quality of behavior which is other than 
being a previously experienced, or other-
wise “built-in” type.

In respect to speculations on such mat-
ters, consider the exemplary case of a (su-
perficially) merely seeming-to-be-human-
like effect, as to be considered when 
seeking to treat the behavior of a mobile 
sort of electro-magnetic toy, then consid-
ered as the to-be-contrasted exhibition of 
such toy-like, living, or other objects which 
are to be contrasted to the characteristi-
cally insightful behavior of the purposed 
pre-choices of the science-driven, human 

inventor.
In a certain kind of summary of the points so ar-

rayed, the human mind expresses the effect of that qual-
ity [of “human mind”] which must be considered by us, 
as if from “the top down,” rather than random-like 
“search-and-find” patterns typical of the implicitly ex-
perience-bound habituation shown among the lower 
forms of life.

Creativity as Uniquely Human
Creativity, as a strictly defined, tell-tale influence, 

has characteristics which are essentially distinct as the 
specific qualities which cause the functions of human 
reason to differ, in essential respects, from the actions 
of the type of either mechanical reactions, in one type, 
or, instead, that other type which might be expected 

‘A Defence of Poetry’
From the essay thus-named by 
Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822):

[W]e live among such philosophers 
and poets as surpass beyond com-
parison any who have appeared 
since the last national struggle for 
civil and religious liberty. The most 
unfailing herald, companion, and 
follower of the awakening of a great 
people to work a beneficial change 
in opinion or institution, is poetry. 
At such periods, there is an accumu-
lation of the power of communicat-
ing and receiving profound and im-
passioned conceptions respecting 
man and nature. The persons in whom this power resides, may 
often, as far as regards many portions of their nature, have little 
apparent correspondence with that spirit of good of which they 
are the ministers. But even whilst they deny and abjure, they are 
yet compelled to serve, the power which is seated upon the throne 
of their own soul. It is impossible to read the compositions of the 
most celebrated writers of the present day without being startled 
with the electric life which burns within their words. They mea-
sure the circumference and sound the depths of human nature 
with a comprehensive and all-penetrating spirit, and they are 
themselves perhaps the most sincerely astonished at its manifes-
tations: for it is less their spirit than the spirit of the age.


