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respect to Obama today.
On Aug. 8, President Nixon resigned, and on the 

morning of Aug. 9, he flew back to his home in San Cle-
mente for the last time.

And Obama?
A review of Nixon’s offenses against the Constitu-

tion should put the current offenses by President Obama 
in sharp perspective. Many of the offenses are the 
same—the police-state powers, the disregard of Con-
gress, among them—but one cannot help but be struck 
by the fact that Obama is a lot more “in your face” about 
his violations. In fact, in many cases—the NDAA, for 
example—he has succeeded in bullying the Congress 
to go along with his unconstitutional powers, in a way 
Nixon never could get away with.

The difference comes down to two crucial matters. 
First, that, in the midst of the current terminal break-
down of the global financial system (a process Nixon 
only began, by taking the dollar off gold in 1971), the 
consequences of leaving Obama in office are much more 
threatening to the United States, and the world, than in 
the case of Nixon. Second, that the character of the cur-

rent members of Congress, and the people who elect 
them, has undergone a huge degradation, to the point 
where elected officials today refuse to fight on matters of 
Constitutional principle, or the nation’s survival.

So, where do we stand in terms of getting Obama to 
follow Nixon out of the Oval Office? In terms of formal 
proceedings, not very far. But in terms of intolerable 
violations of our Constitution, we have reached the 
point of decision. A simple action, such as threatening 
impeachment or removal by the 25th Amendment, can 
function like a spark in a gas field, bringing about an 
explosion of popular support to remove this President. 
That’s what the American population has to demand, in 
an all-out campaign to save this nation.

Memo to the President

Intelligence Veterans: 
Avoid Another Long War
Jan. 6—Veteran Intelligence Professionals for Sanity 
(VIPS), a group of former U.S. intelligence officials, 
was formed in January 2003 as a “coast-to-coast en-
terprise” to protest the use of faulty intelligence “upon 
which the US/UK invasion of Iraq was based.” On Jan. 
4, 2012, VIPS issued the following memorandum, ad-
dressed to President Obama, under the title “Avoiding 
Another Long War,” which is now widely posted on the 
Internet.

As retired professionals with collectively hundreds of 
years of experience in intelligence, foreign policy, and 
counterterrorism, we are concerned about the gross 
misrepresentation of facts being bruited about to per-
suade you to start another war.

We have watched the militarists represent one 
Muslim country after another as major threats to U.S. 
security. In the past, they supported attacks on Sudan, 
Somalia, Yemen, Iraq, Pakistan, Libya and Afghani-
stan, as well as Israel’s attacks on Syria and Lebanon—
nine Muslim countries—and Gaza.

This time, they are using a new IAEA [International 
Atomic Energy Agency] report to assert categorically 
that Iran is building a nuclear weapon that allegedly 
poses a major threat to the U.S. Your intelligence and 
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danger to the United States and the world, unless he 
is immediately removed from office.
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military advisors can certainly clarify what the report 
really says.

As you know, the IAEA makes regular inspection 
visits to Iran’s nuclear facilities and has TV cameras 
monitoring those facilities around the clock. While 
there is reason to question some of Iran’s actions, the 
situation is not as clear-cut as some allege.

Mohamed ElBaradei, a Nobel Peace Prize recipient 
and former IAEA director-general, said recently, “I 
don’t believe Iran is a clear and present danger. All I see 
is the hype about the threat posed by Iran.”

He is not alone: All 16 U.S. intelligence agencies 
concluded “with high confidence” in a 2007 National 
Intelligence Estimate that Iran had halted its nuclear-
weapons program as of 2003.

We are seeing a replay of the “Iraq WMD threat.” As 
Philip Zelikow, Executive Secretary of the 9/11 Com-
mission, said, “The ‘real threat’ from Iraq was not a 
threat to the United States. The unstated threat was the 
threat against Israel.”

Your military and intelligence experts can also pro-
vide information on unpublicized efforts to derail Iran’s 
nuclear program and on the futility of attempting to 
eliminate that program—which is dispersed and mostly 
underground—through aerial bombing. Defense Secre-
tary Panetta and other experts have stated that an air 
attack would only delay any weapons program for a 
year or two at most. Former Mossad head Meir Dagan 
said that an air force strike against Iran’s nuclear instal-
lations would be “a stupid thing,” a view endorsed in 
principle by two other past Mossad chiefs, Danny 
Yatom and Ephraim Halevy. Dagan added that “Any 
strike against [the civilian program] is an illegal act ac-
cording to international law.”

Dagan pointed out another reality: bombing Iran 
would lead it to retaliate against Israel through Hezbol-
lah, which has tens of thousands of Grad-type rockets 
and hundreds of Scuds and other long-range missiles, 
and through Hamas.

We are already spending as much as the rest of the 
world combined on National Security and $100 billion 
per year on a Long War in Afghanistan. The Israel lobby 
has been beating the drums for us to attack Iran for 
years, led by people with confused loyalties like [Sen.] 
Joe Lieberman, who once made the claim that it is un-
patriotic for Americans not to support Israel.

Another Long War is not in America’s or Israel’s 
interests, whatever Israel’s apologists claim. Those are 
the same people who claim that [Iranian President Mah-

moud] Ahmadinejad said he would “wipe Israel off the 
map.”

Persian specialists have pointed out that the original 
statement in Persian actually said that Israel would col-
lapse: “This occupation regime over Jerusalem must 
vanish from the arena of time.”

What we have is a situation where Israel’s actions, 
for example in sending 300,000 settlers into the West 
Bank and 200,000 settlers into East Jerusalem, are 
compromising U.S. security by putting us at risk for ter-
rorist retaliation. We have provided Israel with $100 
billion in direct aid since 1975. Since this is fungible, 
how has funding settlements contributed to our secu-
rity? You agreed to provide $3 billion in F-35s to Israel 
in exchange for a 90-day freeze on settlements. What 
you got was 90 days of stonewalling on the peace pro-
cess and then more settlers. What more do we owe 
Israel?

Certainly not a rush to war. We have time to make 
diplomacy and sanctions work, to persuade Russia and 
China to make joint cause with us.

James Madison once wrote that “Of all the enemies 
of true liberty, war is, perhaps, the most to be dreaded. . . . 
War is the parent of armies; from these proceed debts 
and taxes. . . . No nation can preserve its freedom in the 
midst of continual warfare.”

We are currently winding down what you labeled a 
“dumb war”; we should not undertake another dumb 
war against a country almost three times larger than 
Iraq, that would set off a major regional war and create 
generations of jihadis. Such a war, contrary to what 
some argue, would not make Israel or the U.S. safer.
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