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ative over the declaration of war. Ever since World War 
II, he stressed, Congress has abdicated its responsibil-
ity, increasingly leaving the decision to the President, 
with disastrous results.

Walter Jones, who has represented a North Carolina 
district with several major military bases since 1992, 
has a history of opposing illegal wars, even when it 
meant breaking with his party. In 1999, he filed a Fed-
eral lawsuit, together with 31 other Members of Con-
gress, when President Clinton brought the country to 
war in Bosnia. He publicly attacked the Bush Adminis-
tration’s policy in Iraq in 2005. Again, in August 2011, 
when President Obama launched the war against Libya, 
while explictly refusing to seek Congressional ap-
proval, he joined other Members of Congress, led by 
Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-Ohio), in going to court 
against that unconstitutional action.

The courts refused to take up the cases, claiming 
that the Congressmen could cut off funding for the war, 
if they opposed it. But, as Jones explained, they would 
never do so, because it would be tantamount to putting 
American soldiers in grave danger. Therefore, he de-
mands that the authorization be obtained before de-
ploying armed forces.

When Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta told U.S. 
Senators on March 7 that the President need only seek 
international approval for military action against Iran 
or Syria, and would inform the Congress after the fact, 
a firestorm erupted among a large number of political 
activists and Constitutional scholars. But Jones empha-
sized that he had been working on his resolution for at 
least five months—it was already filed when he learned 
of Panetta’s outrageous statement.

With great pungency and irony, Jones quoted former 
Vice President Dick Cheney on how the President 
doesn’t need Congress to go to war, and even Obama 
(from 2007) on how it’s unconstitutional for the Presi-
dent to go to war without Congress’s approval.

He said we have to go back to the Constitution, 
which is why he introduced H. Con. 107, to reassert the 
principle that it is Congress which declares war.

Will the Citizens Act?
Responding to a question from Alex Jones on why 

attempts to stop the war in Libya failed, Jones said the 
Republican leadership wouldn’t even allow a resolu-
tion of condemnation. When asked what citizens could 
do, Jones said they should contact their members of 
Congress to get them to co-sponsor the resolution, as 

well as to pressure for the Judiciary Committee to have 
the resolution debated. They should also press to have 
the same legislation introduced in the Senate.

It is going to take enormous pressure from the citi-
zenry to get Congress to act. The overwhelming major-
ity of Americans are dead set against any new wars, 
particularly in the Islamic world, and a recent poll, pub-
lished by World Net Daily, revealed that 90% of the 
10,000 people polled would favor impeachment of 
President Obama over Constitutional violations. But 
expressing an opinion to a pollster, and fighting to gal-
vanize a mostly cowardly Congress into action, are two 
very different things.

Jones’ resolution was drafted by Constitutional 
lawyer Bruce Fein, who is also known for having au-
thored draft bills of impeachment for President George 
W. Bush, and Vice President Dick Cheney for their 
abuse of Constitutional powers. Fein is personally cam-
paigning for the Jones resolution, although he has also 
authored a comprehensive impeachment resolution 
against President Obama, which we include in full in 
this issue of EIR.

‘An Impeachable High 
Crime and Misdemeanor’

Here is the key portion of 
House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 107, introduced by 
Rep. Walter Jones, in Con-
gress, on March 7.

Resolved by the House of 
Representatives (the Senate 
concurring), That it is the 
sense of Congress that, 
except in response to an 
actual or imminent attack against the territory of 
the United States, the use of offensive military 
force by a President without prior and clear autho-
rization of an Act of Congress violates Congress’s 
exclusive power to declare war under article I, 
section 8, clause 11 of the Constitution and there-
fore constitutes an impeachable high crime and 
misdemeanor under article II, section 4 of the 
Constitution.

Rep. Walter Jones


