LaRouche on Reagan’s SDI:
‘A Moment of Greatness’

On March 24, 1983, in a public statement issued from
Wiesbaden, West Germany, Lyndon LaRouche of-
fered his personal congratulations and support for
President Reagan’s SDI proposal with the following
words:

No longer must Democrats go to bed each night fear-
ing that they must live out their lives under the threat
of thermonuclear ballistic terror. The coming several
years will be probably the most difficult of the entire
post-war period; but, for the first time since the end of
the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis, there is, at last, hope
that the thermonuclear nightmare will be ended
during the remainder of this decade.... Only high-
level officials of government, or a private citizen as
intimately knowledgeable of details of the interna-
tional political and strategic situation as I am privi-

leged to be, can even begin to foresee the earth-shak-
ing impact the President’s television address last
night will have throughout the world.

No one can foresee what the exact consequences
of the President’s actions will be; we cannot foresee
how ferocious and stubborn resistance to the Presi-
dent’s policy will be, both from Moscow and from
the Nuclear Freeze advocates in Europe and the
United States itself. Whatever those reactions and
their influence, the words the President spoke last
night can never be put back into the bottle. Most of
the world will soon know, and will never forget that
policy announcement. With those words, the Presi-
dent has changed the course of modern history.

Today I am prouder to be an American than [ have
been since the first manned landing on the Moon. For
the first time in 20 years, a President of the United
States has contributed a public action of great leader-
ship, to give a new basis for hope to humanity’s future
to an agonized and demoralized world. True great-
ness in an American President touched President
Ronald Reagan last night; it is a moment of greatness
never to be forgotten.
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