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themes are sinking in, and the wall of silence is slowly 
falling.

‘Cleaning Out the Augean Stables’
Otherwise, the “major” candidates are making a 

“balanced budget” the priority of their economic and 
financial policy, which means a firm commitment to 
austerity, while Cheminade has a completely different 
approach. He proposes to use massive amounts of pro-
ductive public credit to build the real economy, once a 
Glass-Steagall-type banking reform has been put 
through (which he calls “cleaning out the Augean sta-
bles”). While socialist François Hollande has called 
for a separation of banking activities, he then turned 
around to reassure the City of London that it had 
nothing to fear from him. However, after years of in-
terventions by Solidarité et Progrès (the LaRouche or-
ganization in France) activists, Glass-Steagall is a 
widely discussed issue in the Socialist Party itself (see 

box, “A Roosevelt 2012 Collective Founded in 
France”).

Unfortunately, strategic and foreign policy is very 
little discussed in the campaign, and even Cheminade 
has had trouble putting it on the table. The Sarkozy gov-
ernment, taken in tow by London, continues to be gung-
ho on an interventionist, regime-change policy towards 
Iran and Syria, and Hollande is not really much differ-
ent.

Cheminade’s defense platform, however, is circu-
lating in the relevant circles, where he calls for a end to 
all out-of-area military deployments.

Another major plank of his campaign is agricul-
tural policy, which he presented at the 66th Congress 
of the National Federation of Farmers’ Union 
(FNSEA) in Montpellier on March 29. He was one of 
the seven Presidential candidates who accepted the 
invitation to speak, with each one having 15 minutes 
for the presentation, plus one or two questions; since 

Today’s Dangers from the 
Standpoint of the 1930s

Jacques Cheminade has stressed in his recent state-
ments the need to consider the events of today 
through the eyes of those leaders in the early 1930s, 
who were not able to anticipate the dangers to come. 
At that time, the financiers of Wall Street and the 
City of London found it expedient to put Hitler into 
power in Germany, to impose the type of financial 
fascism necessary to save their system; and fascist 
regimes were set up in other European countries for 
the same reason.

At that time, the policy of social triage was just 
beginning, and a certain elite in France thought it 
would be better to deal with a Chancellor Hitler than 
to allow the left-wing Popular Front to come to 
power in 1936.

Journalists and many in the population react with 
shock and incredulity to the LaRouchePAC poster of 
President Obama with a Hitler moustache, and 
Cheminade is constantly asked to explain what it 

means. In one interview, he stressed that the parallels 
cannot be understood “from the standpoint of 1946 
and the abominations and the horrors of the Shoah 
[Holocaust], but from the standpoint of 1934-35. 
What did the Nazis begin to do? They began to mas-
sacre the mentally handicapped, and the weak. That 
was the beginning. And today, the policy of social 
destruction in the United States is starting to go in 
that direction, slowly.”

With the IPAB (Independent Payment Advisory 
Board) set up under Obama’s health-care reform, 
Cheminade said, “we begin to put a price on human 
life, and that is very, very serious. . . . It can lead to all 
kinds of excesses. For the moment, we have not gone 
that far, but the potential is created, under a policy 
which does not ensure mutual development in the 
United States, or in England, or in Europe. Look at 
what’s happening in Greece. We put the country in a 
stranglehold and then say: Now pay back the money! 
It’s impossible.”

On April 2, Cheminade’s campaign put out a 
statement again clarifying his position on this issue, 
which is often brought up as a way of avoiding the 
solutions he proposes, and saying that the candi-
date wants to be interviewed on the latter from now 
on.


