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Russian Website Features LaRouche

The SDE and Mankind 
In the Cosmos
April 13—The Russian website 
Terra America (www.terra-america.
ru) today published an interview 
with American economist Lyndon 
LaRouche on the subject of man-
kind’s mastery of the Solar System 
and the Cosmos. The interview was 
conducted yesterday—Cosmonau-
tics Day (International Human 
SpaceFlight Day)—the anniversary 
of Yuri Gagarin’s space flight in 
1961. The interview, conducted by 
Kirill Benediktov, appeared under 
the headline, “The Clear Intention of 
the British Empire Is To Break Off 
Space Exploration.”

Announced as the first item in a 
Terra America series of publications 
about LaRouche, the interview coin-
cided with yesterday’s activities by 
Russian Prime Minister and Presi-
dent-elect Vladimir Putin and Deputy Prime Minister 
Dmitri Rogozin, the most prominent promoter of a 
Strategic Defense of Earth (SDE) initiative. Visiting the 
Moscow Planetarium with Rogozin and other officials, 
Putin viewed historic 3D models of Earth and the Solar 
System, dating back to the 1920s. He gave a speech on 
Russia’s allocation of 150 billion rubles to space explo-
ration this year, of which 30 billion rubles ($1 billion) 
will go to development of the new Cosmodrome 
Vostochny in Russia’s Amur Region on the Chinese 
border.

Putin said, “We must build not only launch pads, 
but comprehensive, modern social and engineering in-
frastructure. In effect, we must build a completely 
new, comfortable modern city.” Building the new 
space center, he emphasized, “will serve as a catalyst 
for the development of the entire Far Eastern Federal 
District. It will help us fully utilize the industrial po-
tential of the Far East and Eastern Siberia and attract 

highly skilled personnel to these regions.”
Terra America promised that further publications 

about LaRouche will follow, starting in a few days. A 
translation of the website’s introduction to the inter-
view follows below. Russian publication of the inter-
view is available on the Terra America site. Terra Amer-
ica is a project of a group of Russian analysts and 
journalists, specializing in U.S. cultural issues as well 
as strategy and politics. Some of its authors are well-

known from their writings for the 
Russia Journal and the Rosbalt 
news agency.

Terra America’s Introduction
“Was the Soviet-American 

space race halted because of a 
secret plot by the ruling circles of 
the two superpowers? And do we 
need an ambitious program like 
Mars colonization? How realistic 
is that, anyway? Another not un-
important question: Who is hin-
dering the development of man-
kind’s expansion into space? One 
of the most controversial and orig-
inal intellectuals in the United 
States, Lyndon LaRouche, an-
swers these questions in an exclu-
sive interview with Terra America. 
With this interview, our site begins 

a series of publications about the activity of LaRouche 
and his movement, who have their followers in Russia, 
as well.

“We suppose that LaRouche’s approach and his for-
mulations may appear unorthodox, strange, or even re-
pulsive to many of our readers. Some topics are consid-
ered a priori to be outside the bounds of academic 
analysis, and modern society blithely farms them out to 
Hollywood or other demiurges of the mass media. It is 
considered beneath a respectable mainstream western 
intellectual to discuss seriously such things as dangers 
originating from deep space, or the conspiracy of the 
medieval Venetians that determined the nature of our 
current political and economic system.

“But LaRouche gets into all those things, drawing 
ire and contempt from the intellectual establishment. 
And before joining those critics who consider La-
Rouche to be a marginal political figure or slapping 
the ‘fascist’ label on him, it is worth recalling that it 

The Terra America website featuring its 
interview with Lyndon LaRouche April 13.

http://terra-america.ru/stremlenie-britanskoi-imperii-pomeshat-osvoeniu-solnechnoi-sistemi-ochevidno.aspx
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was LaRouche who two decades ago anticipated and 
forecast the current world economic crisis. Taking 
into account the scope of LaRouche’s own activity 
and that of his movement, it would be more accurate 
to call that forecast the result of sustained and scrupu-
lous research, than an accidental shot that hit the bulls-
eye.

“We propose that our readers also ask themselves, 
along with us, what we have before us: a brilliant mind, 
pointing mankind toward the only correct path of de-
velopment, or merely an inspired fanstasist and vision-
ary, gripped by grandiose and terrible images of our 
past and future. Is it even possible to differentiate folly 
from prophetic foresight?”

LaRouche Responds to 
Questions from Russia
The Russian website Terra America (http://terra-amer 
ica.ru/) submitted four questions to Lyndon LaRouche 
on April 11, 2012. LaRouche replied on April 12. The 
questions were preceded by the following comment:

“Cosmonautics Day is marked in Russia on April 
12, the anniversary of Yuri Gagarin’s flight. We would 
be extremely grateful if you would answer the following 
questions:”

The Defense of Earth
Terra America: For a long time the two super-

powers, the U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A., were competing 
in a space race. The United States responded to the 
Soviet Union’s first launch of an artificial Earth satel-
lite and the first manned space flight, by landing a man 
on the Moon. But after six successful lunar expedi-
tions, the Apollo program was shut down, after which 
neither the U.S.A. nor the U.S.S.R. put money into 
similarly ambitious projects, but rather concentrated 
their efforts on near-Earth space. Why did expansion 
into space stop?

Lyndon LaRouche: In my effort to supply an ap-
propriately brief reply to this question, I would choose 
to point to the pregnant implications of Russia’s own 
Defense of Earth [SDE] policy. The mere defense of 
Earth against probably increasing likelihoods of threats 
from within the planetary system itself, is the more ob-
vious consideration; this itself makes necessary future 

access to manned basing capabilities not yet within the 
range of such as the Mars orbit, but presents the fore-
seeable achievement of thermonuclear-fusion-driven 
transport from Moon to Mars-orbit (or return) achieved 
within approximately one Einstein week of lapsed time, 
an achievement which should be made feasible within a 
generation.

However, such limited goals as those are to be re-
garded as a deeper, and more challenging commitment 
to future forms of mankind’s colonization, which spe-
cialists in the prospect for matter-antimatter subjects, 
will foresee as prospects for leaps in orders of magni-
tude achievable within the remainder of this present 
century.

If we examine the relatively immediate prospects 
for the development of the Arctic regions, and think in 
terms of what a span of three generations of an acceler-
ating rate of scientific progress can achieve, coloniza-
tion of space does represent a serious sort of threat, if 
only in the opinion of an oligarchist’s traditions. So, we 
have experienced the accelerating rates of hard shut-
down of scientific progress which we have experienced 
in the trans-Atlantic regions since the aftermath of the 
assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and his 
brother Robert.

Was There a Plot?
Terra America: Did the shut-down of this expan-

sion result from a behind-the-scenes plot between the 
leaders of the U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A.?

LaRouche: I would propose that we emphasize the 
distinction of three exemplary figures of late-Nine-
teenth- and early-Twentieth-century science: Max 
Planck, Albert Einstein, and V.I. Vernadsky, when their 
achievements are properly contrasted to such exem-
plary relics of the radically reductionist schools as Aus-
tria’s Ernst Mach, and Britain’s even more wicked Ber-
trand Russell.

However, once that point has been stated with re-
spect to scientific practice as such, we must view the 
same question from a different standpoint. The death 
of President Franklin Roosevelt transferred the imme-
diate destiny of the world into the hands of such nasty 
figures as Winston Churchill and Bertrand Russell, 
who were the architects of a publicized, 1946 scheme 
for preventive nuclear war against the Soviet Union. 
This aspect of the matter was complicated by what 
was then made known to me personally as the role of 
Bertrand Russell’s early negotiations with N.S. 


