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LaRouche’s April 2009 Webcast

President Obama’s 
‘Narcissus Syndrome’
Lyndon LaRouche’s gave a webcast address to an audi-
ence in Northern Virginia on April 11, 2009, under the 
above title. Here is his response to a question, in the dia-
logue session that followed his keynote speech. (The 
complete transcript can be found in EIR, April 17, 2009.)

. . .The United States and the world, the world economy 
today, is bankrupt, and not only bankrupt, it is disinte-
grating. The world system is in a breakdown crisis; the 
world as a whole, and the world is a whole.

That’s the reality! Don’t believe the lies. You know 
they’re lying, so why do we believe this stuff? Why? 
Because you’re afraid of the fascists; you’re not willing 
to fight them. It’s a problem in the institutions of gov-
ernment. They are afraid to fight these guys. That’s the 
reason why I insist that the people in the lower 70% to 
80% of family-income brackets, is the only location of 
serious guts in this part of the country right now, plus a 
few of us individuals. That’s it!

The Congress has lost its guts! I mean look, frankly: 
Take “Tight Lips,” the Speaker of the House: She has 
been in there since the beginning of 2007, and she’s not 
worth anything! She’s no good for anything! A com-
pletely useless blockhead, who gets in the way—you 
know, she can’t move her mouth, so therefore, she can’t 
consent to anything. She’s a fake; she’s a fraud! We all 
know she’s a fraud, anybody in the Senate, anybody in 
the Congress, knows this woman is a fraud. And yet, 
there she sits! Lips sealed by medical science.

I mean, what are we? Are we fools? We don’t know? 
We ask ourselves questions in order to shut ourselves up?

The point is, this is a question of guts. The question 
of guts, which I raised today, you know? The President 
of the United States is acting like something worse than 
a fool. He should not be let out without a leash. He 
shouldn’t be going running around the world, because 
he’s going to make a mess of things. You’ve got to get 
him under control. We don’t want to throw him out, be-
cause we don’t want to create a new element of instabil-
ity in the system.

We want to put him under parental administration; 
not by his wife. We want him put in a situation where he’s 
able to perform the functions of a President, even though 
he doesn’t have the mind of a President, and this requires 
some adult supervision. Confine him to areas where he 
can’t do damage with his ignorance, and put him in cus-
tody, as President. He’s a President under custody. Let 
him do things. He’s not unintelligent, he’s just mentally 
disordered. He’s got a serious mental problem.

Look, I said before, and I can say it again: He has a 
Nero problem. He’s a contemporary Nero. Famous 
kind of problem. And if you leave him in there, you’re 
going to find out the kind of effect he’s going to play; 
he’s going to play the role of a Nero. He may not have 
the specific problems that Nero had, some of them, but 
he has this idea—look: “The One”? The One? The mir-
acle man? Who doesn’t know how to find the key to the 
front door? Or the back door? He’s not competent! We 
stuck him in there. The system stuck him in there; he’s 
President. He’s lawfully President. But you don’t let 
him play with firecrackers!

Take that crowd which affects him and controls him, 
and take them, and get them out of government! And 
put him under the condition where he has to talk and 
make policy with people who are not corrupt, and who 
are competent! We have people in government, in key 
positions in government, who are perfectly capable of 
making competent policy for the United States. They 
may make mistakes, in the process, but they’re compe-
tent. Put him in a position where he has no handles on 
which to operate with the Federal government except in 
concert with those competent people. Don’t let him run 
loose! We’ve got to keep him there because we elected 
him. He’s not unintelligent; he may be educable, but 
you have to control it.

You see, his instincts are wrong! And his self-adula-
tion, his manic, euphoric self-adulation, is the mentality 
of the worst kind of dictator. Don’t let him get in a posi-
tion where he has that kind of power. Keep him under 
constraint, the legal constraint within the American Pres-
idential system, as it works. Keep him in that constraint. 
If you don’t, you’re creating a monster. You don’t want a 
Frankenstein monster. You don’t want a Narcissus in the 
Presidency, and he’s a case of Narcissus, just like Nero. 
And the program is basically like that of Nero.

He’s a danger to all humanity if you don’t keep him 
under control. He’s a danger to himself, as well as ev-
erybody else. So, you ain’t persecuting him, when 
you’re protecting him from himself.


