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EIR: An opposite approach to the question of illicit 
money in the financial system from the drug trade is 
that of legalization. You recently participated in a highly 
publicized discussion on this question with other indi-
viduals, notably former New York Gov. Eliot Spitzer; 
Gen. Barry McCaffrey (ret.) who was the drug czar in 
the United States; and, on the other side, Virgin [Atlan-
tic Airways] founder Richard Branson, who recently 
has helped step up the campaign for legalization pub-
licly quite a bit. What is your opinion of this campaign, 
in particular in terms of its ramifications for the finan-
cial system?

Costa: It is most unfortunate that the question of 
drug abuse gets caught up into the debate about the 

reform of the financial sector. Drug abuse is a dramatic 
problem worldwide: It kills half a million people a year. 
Drug addiction is a health condition. And therefore, 
anything which can be done to reduce the health prob-
lems caused by addiction—well, this should be done on 
the basis of the health dimension of drugs.

Look at the North American border between Mexico 
and the United States: A real war of sorts broke out 
there, that has caused 50,000 casualties so far. This is a 
perverse example of how lack of drug control has cre-
ated a situation that people claim can only be redressed 
by legalizing drugs.

Now, please ask yourself: Why is the Mexican-U.S. 
border so dramatically affected by the war caused by 

Costa: Drug Legalization 
Is New Opium War

March 22—Here is an excerpt from Antonio Maria 
Costa’s remarks to the March 13 Google/YouTube 
Internet debate on drug legalization, in which he 
participated with Gen. Barry McCaffrey (ret.), and 
former New York Attorney General and Goveror 
Eliot Spitzer.

With a passion uncommon in today’s jaded cul-
ture, Costa went straight after the British East India 
Company’s Opium Wars against China in his re-
marks:

Those arguing for legalization in the debate say, 
“Stop the war on drugs.” I say stop all drug wars. Let 
me explain.

The people at this table represent 10% of human-
ity, and we propose drug policy for the world, forget-
ting the drug crime which we perpetrated? You see, 
in 2012, we celebrate a dreadful anniversary, one 
that makes my guts twist and turn: 150 years from 
the end of the Opium Wars, when the West, our coun-
tries, forced China to consume drugs. At that time, 
just like now, greedy investors—it was the East India 
Company as you recall—wanted to make money by 
poisoning the Chinese with opium. China opposed 
this. Our countries went to war; our countries won 
the war and forced the Chinese to consume drugs for 

a century. Tens of millions of people died in China 
from addiction, war, and famine.

The tragedy of drug legalization we forced on 
China dwarfs what is happening in Mexico, in Gua-
temala, Colombia, etc.

To conclude, when I hear investors in Europe and 
North America advocating drug legalization, behind 
the fig leaves of a campaign to stop the war on drugs, 
I cringe, and I say: Stop all drug wars, whether fought 
by bullets or by bombs; investors’ greed can be as 
harmful as mafia guns. Drugs have come from both 
sides of the aisle, therefore vote no, and vote against 
this motion [to legalize].  
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