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case, against Syria, Iran, and other states.
Deputy Prime Minister Dmitri Rogozin had previ-

ously pointed out that Eastern Europe is making itself a 
target and a hostage, when it participates in a strategy of 
encirclement against Russia, and Chief of the General 
Staff Gen. Nikolai Makarov had recently announced, at 
a security conference in Moscow, the possibility of car-
rying out a preventive strike against the planned U.S. 
Ballistic Missile Defense System in Eastern Europe, in 
the case that the U.S. and NATO stick to their current 
scheme. Therefore, the world finds itself at the brink of 
a Third World War.

President Putin is said to have transmitted the same 
message via Russian diplomats across the globe to the 
respective host nations, a policy  of absolute respect 

for national sovereignty, that by now is called the 
“Putin Doctrine.” The Russian President responded 
immediately after his inauguration to the creation of 
the so-called “Atrocity Prevention Board” of the 
Obama Administration, a new government agency 
that, under the pretext of combatting violations of de-
mocracy and human rights, topples regimes disagree-
able to it.

Application of the Blair Doctrine
Obama is essentially only implementing the so-

called Blair Doctrine, which former British Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair had put forward in his infamous 1999 
speech in Chicago during the Kosovo War. Blair as-
serted at that time that the era of the Peace of Westpha-

Medvedev’s May 17 
Warning

May 17—Speaking to the International Legal Forum 
in St. Petersburg today, Russian Prime Minister 
Dmitri Medvedev gave the following warning, as 
translated on the website of the government of the 
Russian Federation:

I would like to emphasise that we need to act in 
unison against such modern global challenges as the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, inter-
national terrorism, organised transnational crime, 
drug trafficking, and the threat of natural and man-
made disasters. We can achieve this only through the 
collective efforts of states based on undeviating re-
spect for the supremacy of law.

Many say that the international legal system has 
become obsolete. I have heard this said many times 
during my political practice. They say that its norms 
do not always ensure an effective response to new 
challenges. This is partly true, because everything 
eventually becomes obsolete, and the legal system is 
no exception. But the acute need for modernising in-
ternational law does not mean that we should aban-
don its founding principles, which I believe is an ob-
vious truth.

Particularly dangerous, in my view, are unilateral 

actions made in violation of the fundamental princi-
ples of the Charter of the United Nations, which is 
the main venue where the international community 
brings it problems. In fact, this is the only venue we 
have, even though some may not like it. But it truly 
is the only venue. And we understand that the UN 
Charter calls for respecting the supreme power of 
law and the sovereignty of states.

One more thing that I believe is important, con-
sidering my experience in politics, is the concept of 
state sovereignty. It should not be undermined even 
if for the sake of achieving some immediate political 
gain, including an election to a particular post. Such 
attempts threaten global order. There have been 
many recent examples of the concept of state sover-
eignty being undermined. Military operations 
against foreign states bypassing the United Nations, 
declarations of illegitimacy of certain political re-
gimes on behalf of foreign states rather than the 
people of the country involved, and imposing vari-
ous collective sanctions, again bypassing interna-
tional institutions, are some of them. This does not 
improve the situation in the world, while rash mili-
tary interference in the affairs of another state usu-
ally results in radicals coming to power. Such ac-
tions, which undermine state sovereignty, can easily 
lead to full-scale regional wars even—I am not 
trying to scare anyone here—with the use of nuclear 
weapons. Everybody should remember this espe-
cially when we analyse the concept of state sover-
eignty [emphasis added].


