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greatest of Greek philosophers considers inherent in 
such a state. The republic, and the republican citizen, 
are governed by the rule of Reason, which, in Platonic 
thought, corresponds to the Good and to Truth, both of 
which are not to be found in the day-to-day experiences 
of sense-perception, but in the principles that govern 
both the physical universe and the mind of man.

Contrary to some, the Good and Truth are not objects 
in themselves—some Baal-like idols to be worshipped—
but lawful processes, new aspects of which mankind is 
constantly discovering. It is here that the coherence of 
morality and science reside, and the role of the state is 
not only to foster the Good itself, but to provide condi-
tions under which individuals and society can constantly 
improve their knowledge and powers of reason.

Thus, the successful republic must be governed by 
those with the best knowledge of the Good, who also 
are committed to imbuing more and more of their fellow 
citizens with that same knowledge. Its opponents have 
consistently smeared this concept by calling it dictator-
ship, because it asserts the supremacy of Reason gov-
erning the laws of the universe. How foolish! What else 
but Reason, embedded in natural law, dictates that soci-
eties that fail to follow the laws of progress fall into 
decay, and die? Deny natural law’s existence, and it’s 
you who die. That, as LaRouchePAC videos have 
shown in reviewing the history of the biosphere, and as 

the history of the decline of civilizations through human 
history has also shown, is the hard reality.

Call it an aristocracy of merit, or a republic, the 
ideal form of government is one which is based on, and 
governed by, citizens committed to the principles of 
universal justice and truth—the very opposite of seek-
ing approval from public opinion.

But, as Plato describes it, there is a lawful process of 
devolution from the concept and practice of an aristoc-
racy. The first level he calls a timocracy, where indi-
viduals strive for the appearance of merit, rather than 
working to actually achieve it. There is a deterioriation 
in culture, the abandonment of the study of philosophy, 
and the introduction of ambition and other baser mo-
tives into leading individuals in this system, including 
the desire for an accumulation of wealth.

From this condition, it is a small step to what Plato 
calls an oligarchical society, one in which wealth is the 
dominant value, rather than virtue and knowledge. 
Those motivated by the acquisition of wealth take over 
the leading offices, and move to turn the rest of the pop-
ulation into a class Plato calls “drones,” who share the 
characteristic of being motivated by greed, but are 
largely poor, even beggars. Property qualifications, ex-
plicit or implicit, are established for political positions, 
and any aspiration other than the acquisition of riches is 
devalued.

LaRouche: ‘Democracy Is 
Not a Rational Solution’

Lyndon LaRouche made the following remarks to as-
sociates on Sept. 1, 2012.

First of all, the problem lies in the fact that most 
people are corrupted. They’re corrupted by what 
they accept, as what they think is their own opinion, 
and their own interest. And this is expressed most 
clearly, when they start talking about “my interest.” 
“It’s in my interest.” That’s where the problem starts. 
Because you’re living in an oligarchical society, and 
the oligarchical society was designed a long time 
ago, as history tells us. You go back to think about 
the siege of Troy, for example, Homer’s account of 

this, and you begin to get a sense of how mankind 
degenerated. And how all human cultures are degen-
erated cultures, in that sense.

Therefore, you try to say, let’s define a morality, 
based on our experience, and our desires, and our 
opinions, and let’s have a “democratic” opinion, 
which as facts have shown, is the worst thing you can 
do. Because democracy can not be a rational solution 
for the human problem. You have to step outside 
popular opinion entirely, because that’s what the 
problem is.

The failure of humanity lies in popular opinion, 
as a belief. Because the belief that they adopted was 
the belief that was embedded in them by oligarchism. 
And therefore, even without their master, they’ll 
behave as slaves. They’ll be slaves to one another. 
Democracy, as we see with the case of a certain Pres-
ident of the United States, was simply a process of 
slavery. But it was jointly shared.


