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with UN and Arab League special envoy Lakhdar Bra-
himi, that he has no intention of stepping down before 
his term expires next year; he called for a negotiated 
settlement and transitional process with legitimate op-
position forces. He also denounced foreign powers for 
intervening in alliance with al-Qaeda.

With the armed rebels losing momentum, Brahimi 
met on Jan. 11 with Russian special envoy and Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov and U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of State William Burns in Geneva, to pursue 
a new proposal for a ceasefire and transitional govern-
ment. While details of the dialogue were limited, the 
trio announced that they would continue to meet.

London’s Regionwide Assault
The Syria crisis is but the most visible point in a 

regionwide assault, led from London, which is target-
ing a number of regimes. Jordan is on the verge of a 
social explosion; northern Lebanon is under siege by 
Saudi-funded neo-Salafist terrorists, who are sending 
weapons and jihadi fighters into neighbor Syria; and 
Iraq is in turmoil, as Saudi Arabia fuels a Sunni insur-
gency in the western provinces bordering on the Saudi 
Kingdom, aimed at creating a Sunni separatist buffer 
state.

Much of North Africa is also in a state of siege. This 
week, French troops were deployed into Mali, when Is-

lamist rebels, heavily armed from the stockpiles of 
weapons that were set free after Libya’s Qaddafi was 
overthrown and assassinated in October 2011, took a 
crucial town in the middle of the country and threatened 
to overrun the capital (see article, below). In Libya 
itself, on Jan. 3, President Mohammed Megaryef was 
the victim of an attempted assassination. He survived 
the sniper assault, although three of his security guards 
were injured.

Every one of these crisis spots could be a flash-
point for a larger war, given that both Russia and 
China have vital interests in the regions targeted for 
destabilization.

As the Syria situation moves into a new phase of 
prolonged conflict, barring a breakthrough in the “Three 
B” (Brahimi, Bogdanov, and Burns) talks, the issue of 
Iran continues to play out in the background. Sometime 
in the immediate weeks ahead, there will be another 
round of P5+1 talks among Iran, Russia, China, the 
United States, Britain, France, and Germany. If those 
talks do not produce a concrete agreement covering 
Iran’s nuclear enrichment program, the clock will start 
ticking towards yet another Persian Gulf crisis. And if 
Syria, Libya, Mali, Jordan, Lebanon, or North Korea do 
not produce a larger global confrontation, any military 
conflict with Iran will be a certain trigger for general 
war.

Prince Bandar’s al-Nusra 
Terrorists in Syria

Jan. 14—Citing the Paris-based Intelligence Online 
newsletter, Al Manar TV of Lebanon reported earlier 
this month that Saudi intelligence, led by Prince 
Bandar bin Sultan bin Abdulaziz, is bringing the ji-
hadis, who are waging a civil war against the Syrian 
forces loyal to President Bashar al-Assad, under the 
umbrella of the al-Nusra Front, an arm of al-Qaeda.

The report said that Prince Bandar, who was the 
Saudi ambassador to the United States when the U.S. 
was attacked on Sept. 11, 2001, is organizing the ter-
rorists through Jordan and Lebanon. “Thanks to 
funding from the General Intelligence Department 

[of Jordan] and support from the Saudi Intelligence 
in Lebanon, al-Nusra was able to swiftly arm its 
forces, and make the Syrian regime suffer painful 
blows through its expertise in Iraqi bombings,” the 
Intelligence Online report noted.

Bandar bin Sultan, who is chief British meddler 
Tony Blair’s partner in crime, was named director of 
Saudi intelligence on July 19, 2012, as the Syrian 
crisis was escalating. From that post he acted not 
only to strengthen the arming of the terrorists against 
Syria’s al-Assad regime, but also to bring to the fore 
an anti-Assad, Saudi-run administration in Lebanon, 
bordering Syria. The objective is to push more arms 
and terrorists into Syria.

Qualified Washington sources have confirmed to 
EIR the report of Bandar’s role in backing the terror-
ists.
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