Krafft Ehricke’s Vision

The late Krafft Ehricke (1917-
84), space scientist and pas-
sionate advocate for space ex-
ploration, summarized his
philosophy of astronautics in
three laws (1957):

First Law. Nobody and
nothing under the natural
laws of this universe impose
any limitations on man except
man himself. Second Law.
Not only the Earth, but the
entire Solar System, and as
much of the universe as he

tiny as an element of life, endowed with the power
of reason and the wisdom of the moral law within
himself.

The first law is astronau-
tics’ challenge to man to write
his declaration of indepen-
dence from a priori thinking,
from uncritically accepted
conditions, in other words,
from a past and principally
different  pre-technological
world clinging to him. This
can be done. The Declaration
of Independence and the Con-
stitution of this country prove
it.
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