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Tajik Defense Ministry, Aleksandr Chubarev admitted 
this in an interview with Russia’s Itar-Tass news agency. 
It was reported that the First Army Brigade stationed in 
Kurgian-Tyube used tanks and artillery to seize the ter-
ritory of the neighboring 11th Military Unit. The ensu-
ing clash killed at least 30 people, but unofficial reports 
put the number as high as 200. It is also reported that the 
11th Military Unit is not resigned to let this armed 
attack by the First Army Brigade pass. What is also evi-
dent is that thousands of residents fled to refugee camps 
in northern Afghanistan in the wake of the armed clash.

The clandestine Voice of Free Tajikistan, allegedly 
broadcast from Takhor refugee camps in northern Af-
ghanistan and which voices the views of both Massoud 
and Hekmatyar, said on one occasion that the govern-
ment had lost control of the former Popular Front of the 
brothers-in-arms Safarali Kendjayev and Sangak Safa-
rov. If this state of affairs continues, the broadcast 
warned, the possibility of military takeover will exist in 
Kabul.

Two other events of substance have occurred: War-
lords from Tursunzade, west of Dushanbe, formerly 
loyal to the Tajik government, have attacked the cities 
of Tursunzade and Kurgian-Tyube. Former Tursunzade 
Mayor Ibod Boimatov, supported by 300 cadres, two 
tanks and two armored personnel carriers entered Ta-
jikistan from Uzbekistan and captured the aluminum 
factory in the city on Jan. 26. In Kurgian-Tyube, 
Mahmud Khudaberdiyev, commander of the First Bri-
gade, took control of the police station and government 
buildings. Both Khudaberdiyev and Boimatov have de-
manded that the Rakhmanov government resign.

On the night of Jan. 21, the pro-Moscow spiritual 
leader of Tajikistan, Mufti Fatkhulla Sharipov, was ma-
chine-gunned down at his home west of Dushanbe. The 
Mufti was considered a key element in the upcoming 
talks between various Tajik factions scheduled to be 
held in Ashgabad, Turkmenistan, under UN observa-
tion. Mufti supported the Emomali Rakhmanov gov-
ernment. It is no surprise that the talks failed afterwards.

It is not clear as yet who killed the Mufti. But there 
is no question that many Tajik observers believe that 
opposition leader Akbar Turadzhonzoda, who is based 
in Peshawar, Pakistan, is a beneficiary of the Mufti’s 
death. He has denied any involvement of the opposition 
in the assassination. However, Tajik government agen-
cies believe that the killers came from the south, from 
refugees camps across the border. President Rakhmanov 
is quoted in a Moscow public TV broadcast on Jan. 22 

saying, “Show them which Islamic States are training 
these terrorists. Iran, Pakistan, and Afghanistan train 
them specially to terrorize the Tajik people. They feed 
them, they pay them. Show them, and let the interna-
tional community know.”

It is obvious that the institution-less Tajikistan, rife 
with clan rivalries and past animosities, flush with drug 
money, arms, and ill-wishers, and left in the lurch by 
the rest of the world, cannot prevent another slaughter. 
It is coming, and there is possibly nothing that can be 
done to prevent it.

On the other hand, a military solution is out of the 
question. It would further destabilize the region, as 
hundreds of thousands of refugees will pour out through 
the porous borders and set up refugee camps. These ref-
ugee camps will breed more killers, drug-runners, and 
bounty-hunters. At some point, the conflict will flow 
into the heart of the neighboring nations. None of the 
Central Asian nations has the resilience to absorb these 
forces of instability or has the ability to eradicate them.

LaRouche’s 1999 Video: 
‘Storm Over Asia’

In late 1999, Lyndon LaRouche produced a two-hour 
documentary video, Storm Over Asia, whose opening 
words offered a prophetic warning of events that are 
playing out, today, across the vast region of the Cauca-
sus and Central Asia.

The documentary began with scenes of warfare in 
Chechnya and along the India-Pakistan border.

“What you’re seeing is a war in the North Caucasus 
region of southern Russia. What you’re also seeing, is a 
war which has broken out simultaneously in the border 
between Pakistan and India.

“The forces behind these attacks on Russia and on 
India are the same. They are a mercenary force which 
was first set into motion by policies adopted at a Trilat-
eral Commission meeting in Kyoto in 1975: policies 
originally of Brzezinski and his number-two man there, 
Samuel P. Huntington; the policies which were contin-
ued by then-Trilateral Commission member, that is, 
back in 1975: George Bush, before he became Vice 
President.
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“These were policies which were continued by 
George Bush as Vice President. Under Bush, this 
became known as the ‘Iran-Contra’ drug-financed op-
erations of mercenaries deployed with private funding 
all over the world: recruited from Islamic and other 
countries, and targetting Russia’s flank.

“This mercenary force, created then, still exists. The 
primary responsibility for creating the force, was the 
government of the United Kingdom—most notably, 
most emphatically, the government of Margaret 
Thatcher, a policy which has been accelerated and con-
tinued in full madness by the present Prime Minister, 
Tony Blair, of the United Kingdom.

“This war, if continued, using mercenaries, can 
lead to nuclear general war. The major powers princi-
pally threatened today by this mercenary operation, 
are two of the world’s largest nations: China and India; 
China on its western borders, India on its northern bor-
ders.

“Iran is also threatened; but, more notably, Russia. 
If these nations are pushed to the wall by a continuing 
escalation of a war which is modelled on the wars which 
the British ran against Russia, China, and so forth, 
during the Nineteenth Century and early Twentieth 
Century, this will lead to the point that Russia has to 
make the decision to accept the disintegration of Russia 
as a nation, or to resort to the means it has, to exact ter-
rible penalties on those who are attacking it, going 
closer and closer to the source, the forces behind the 
mercenaries—which include, of course, Turkey, a 
prime NATO asset being used as a cover for much of 
this mercenary operation in the North Caucasus and in 
Central Asia.

“This is our danger. The weapons the Russians have, 
are no longer the large armies, the capabilities we 
thought of under the old Ogarkov Plan of the 1980s. 
Those vast armies are dissipated, weakened. Russia is 
ruined almost, by a vast economic destruction, caused 
by IMF policies, and related policies. But Russia still 
has an arsenal, an arsenal of advanced weapons, and 
laboratories which can match the weaponry—most ad-
vanced weaponry—being developed in the United 
States, Israel, Britain, and elsewhere.

“If Russia is pushed to the wall, or decides to disin-
tegrate willfully, or fight back—the likely thing is, it 
will fight back. It will use the weapons it has. It does not 
have the weapons to win a war, but it has the weapons 
sufficient to impose a powerful, deadly deterrent on the 

nations behind the mercenary forces which are pres-
ently attacking it. Therein lies the danger.

“Unfortunately, most people in the United States are 
living under the delusion, that with the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, the combined military power of the 
United States and its British Commonwealth allies—
including Australia, New Zealand, and so forth, coun-
tries that are really under the British Queen personally, 
as the United Kingdom is—believe that these forces, 
Anglo-American forces, are so powerful, that they can 
ignore the United Nations Security Council, and con-
duct wars on their own, with impunity. . . .

The War Danger Today
“Now, Russia, as you shall hear in a moment, has 

been deliberately, willfully ruined and looted. It is not 
Russian gangsters coming out of Moscow who have put 
their money in banks in New York, and elsewhere; it is 
American gangsters put into power by the British, and 
by George Bush, back in 1991, when he appointed Bob 
Strauss as U.S. Ambassador to Moscow, who have 
hired Russians, retained Russians, to loot Russia. And 
they take part of the proceeds, which they pocket as 
commission for stealing from Russia and other coun-
tries; they deposit it in various banks, like the British 
monarchy’s Antigua bank.

“Antigua is totally under the British Crown, the 
British monarchy. And more people speak Russian in 
the business there, than any other language. Why do 
they speak Russian? Because they’re Russian gangsters 
who keep their money there, and deploy their money 
through there. So, the gangsters which we hear about in 
the United States, the Russian gangsters, are British and 
American-controlled gangsters. They are thieves for 
the U.S. mafia.

“So, these forces have looted Russia. And these are 
the forces these guys want to play with.

“So that we’ve come to the point, that the Russian 
system is collapsing. The Russian people have a choice 
of taking back their country, getting rid of that—this 
gangster process, constituting government again, to 
meet the demands of the general welfare of Russia and 
its posterity; of cooperating with nations such as China, 
India, and other countries, Iran and other countries; 
Western Europe and other countries: to promote the 
general welfare and the sovereignty of nation-states.

“And that, that, the authors of globalization, which 
is a codeword for oligarchy, don’t like. . . .”


