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April 26—The news about the alleged use of chemi-
cal weapons by Syria’s Assad government, according 
to opinions which the White House indicates have 
been assessed with “varying degrees of confidence,” 
must trigger, for all our contemporaries who do not 
suffer from total amnesia, a vivid “déjà vu effect” 
with respect to the Iraq War, where the issue was also 
weapons of mass destruction (which, however, turned 
out to be complete lies perpetrated by Tony Blair). 
Anyone who now argues that the “red line” drawn by 
President Obama has been crossed, and that the 
United States must intervene militarily, as U.S. Sen. 
John McCain or the Anglophile international media 
demand, is playing with the fire of a third world 
war—this time a thermonuclear war—which in all 
probability would lead to the extinction of human civ-
ilization.

The chronology of this obvious fabrication is in-
teresting: On Monday, April 22, at a meeting of U.S. 
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel with his Israeli coun-
terpart, Moshe Yaalon, in Israel, there was no mention 
of the use of poison gas. Curiously, on the next day, 
Tuesday, April 23, Israeli Brig. Gen. Itai Brun said 
in a speech in Tel Aviv, that Syria had “repeatedly” 
used chemical weapons. That afternoon, Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu did not mention this to U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry. On Wednesday, Secre-
tary of Defense Hagel remarked on how strange it was 

that no one had spoken of it during his visit on 
Monday.

On Thursday, White House legislative director 
Miguel Rodriguez announced that it is assumed that 
Syria has deployed “chemical weapons on a small 
scale.” Then that afternoon, during a conference call, 
with regard to the intelligence failure in the case of the 
Iraq War, there was some backtracking; a White House 
spokesman said they would continue the investigation 
until they have verifiable facts. Meanwhile, the Israeli 
military let it be known that Brun’s “evidence” came 
from photos that originated with “rebels” in Syria. Brit-
ish Prime Minister David Cameron joined the chorus—
harking back to Tony Blair—saying that there is “lim-
ited evidence” that chemical weapons had been used, 
and that these were “probably” used by the regime; he 
then had the nerve to emphasize that this would be a 
war crime. Even CNN had a commentary on the occa-
sion of the 10th Anniversary of the Iraq War, demand-
ing that George W. Bush and Blair be indicted for war 
crimes, and a two-year-long tribunal in Malaysia found 
them both guilty of the same charge.

Where Are the Facts?
Nevertheless, Senator McCain promptly claimed 

that the red line had been crossed, so the U.S. must now 
create a no-fly zone and provide “trustworthy” rebels 
with weapons. The first measure could be accom-
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plished only by military means, for which there is nei-
ther a UN mandate, nor permission from the American 
Congress; and the second is sheer madness, given the 
proliferation of weapons to similarly “trustworthy” 
rebels in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, all of Southwest 
Asia, and half of Africa. Lyndon LaRouche commented 
that McCain had obviously lost his capacity for judg-
ment and asked: “Where are the facts? . . . You’re talk-
ing about going to thermonuclear World War III on the 
basis of bullshit.”

Since a no-fly zone could of course be enforced 
only by military means, that’s where the real red line 
would be crossed—namely between the Blair Doc-
trine, which prescribes so-called “humanitarian” inter-
ventions all around the world, and the Putin Doctrine, 
which upholds the UN Charter and the inviolability 
of national sovereignty guaranteed by international 
law.

Both Russia and the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff are 
trying to prevent an escalation, but so far nothing pre-
vents Saudi Arabia and some other Gulf states from 
providing terrorist organizations such as al-Nusra in 
Syria with unlimited amounts of money and weapons. 
The fuse is burning for thermonuclear world war, and 
all who are pushing for an escalation, as do some media 
in Germany, are clearly out of their minds.

Financial Disintegration
The threat of war in Southwest Asia is growing, as 

the trans-Atlantic financial system, as well as the Euro-
zone, are in an advanced state of disintegration. The 
so-called “quantitative easing”—i.e., money print-
ing—is like an IV drip on which the entire bankrupt 
casino economy depends, like a terminal patient on a 
life-support system. The hyperinflationary increase 
of liquidity, in tandem with the murderous austerity 
of the Troika [IMF, ECB, European Commission], is 
destroying one nation after another, and it can no 
longer be dismissed out of hand that this is fully inten-
tional.

In Spain, unemployment is at its highest level since 
the Spanish Civil War (1936-39): 27.2%. Each day, 
there is an average of 3,581 new unemployed, and there 
are 2 million households in which not a single member 
of the family has a job. In Andalusia, the unemploy-
ment rate is 36.8%; youth unemployment in Spain is 
57.2%! The brutality of the police against protesters 
outside the parliament in Madrid reflects the moral 
bankruptcy of those who constantly prate about how we 

should have “more Europe.”1

In Portugal, the 77-year-old poet and former Social-
ist Party presidential candidate Manuel Alegre wrote in 
an article entitled “Cyprus and Us”:

“We are like prisoners in the concentration camps, 
who live in the illusion that their time has perhaps not 
yet come, while others have already been lined up for 
the gas chambers. There is not a swastika in sight, there 
are no soldiers barking orders, the phrase Arbeit macht 
frei has not yet appeared above the entrance to our 
country.

“But Minister Schäuble, Durão Barroso,2 and the 
proprietors of Germanized Europe strike  fear. They do 
not need to invade nor bomb. They make a decision and 
exterminate a country. Yesterday it was Cyprus. The 
fifth column which governs the European countries and 
the regimented commentators believe that they will not 
be affected; Cyprus is a small country. They already 
said the same thing about Greece. As long as they do 
not put a mark on our lapel, they believe that we are 
going to escape. But I am already beginning to feel con-
demned. I cannot stop feeling like a Cypriot. I was con-
vinced that we belonged to the European Union, a proj-
ect for shared prosperity among equal and sovereign 
countries. But Cyprus, after Greece, and, in a certain 
way, after ourselves, make me see that this Europe is a 
fraud. It is no longer a project of peace and liberty; it 
begins to be a totalitarian threat, with the objective of 
impoverishing and enslaving us countries of the South. 
That is why it behooves us to feel like Cypriots. Before 
it reaches us.”

Alegre is unfortunately right, and only errs on one 
point: Europe is not “Germanized,” but is in the clutches 
of the British Empire, as the EU in its current form is 
nothing but the regional expression of globalization, 
which, in turn, is nothing other than the British Empire. 
Because the majority of the German population is also 
already on the killing floor of severe cuts in health care, 
pensions, and the education system, and for many 
people, the fear of the future has long since given way 
to a fear of the present.

The German population is by no means to be equated 
with the unspeakable Finance Minister Schäuble, who 
in an April 25 radio interview with Deutschlandfunk 

1. Greater supranational control by the EU bureaucracy, less national 
sovereignty—ed.
2. Wolfgang Schäuble is the German Finance Minister; José Manuel 
Durão Barroso is the president of the European Commission.
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was asked about the consequences of the policies of the 
Troika in Italy and Greece—for example, that many re-
tired people are commiting suicide because of the cuts. 
Schäuble’s response reflects the indifference of a desk-
bound bureaucrat, who, of course, sees no connection 
between his signature and the “collateral damage” trig-
gered by his policies. Schäuble said: “There are, unfor-
tunately, in some cases, terrible, wrong decisions and 
despair. There are exaggerations in media coverage.” 
He then cited the European Central Bank statistics on 
the distribution of assets in the EU Member States, 
which show that the assets in other countries are much 
higher than in Germany.

Friedrich Schiller came to the conclusion, after the 
failure of the French Revolution because of the Jacobin 
Terror, that the biggest problem of his time was the lack 
of a capacity for empathy among his contemporaries. If 
Schiller could hear today how Schäuble coldly dis-
misses suicides by many people as “wrong decisions,” 
he would probably say: “How is it that we can still 
allow ourselves to be ruled by barbarians?” For it is 
only our habituation to the culture of submission that 
allows us to accept Schäuble, and the also incredibly 
cold-hearted Chancellor Merkel.

We have a very short window of opportunity to pre-
vent the Third World War and the complete disintegra-
tion of the trans-Atlantic financial system. The reason 
for the threat of war, namely this systemic crisis, must 
be resolved immediately by terminating the casino 
economy, with a real banking separation. We need to 
bring the struggle for the reintroduction of the Glass-
Steagall Act in the U.S., into the Bundestag and all par-
liaments in Europe.

Translated from German by Daniel Platt

Documentation

Russia: UN Investigation 
Blocked by ‘Politicizing’

April 27—A Syrian government request in March for 
the UN to send a team to the country to investigate al-
legations that chemical weapons had been used in 

Aleppo, has been stalled due to Western “politicizing” 
of the issue, Russian officials charged this week. They 
compared this to the treatment of Iraq during the buildup 
to the war there.

Syrian Information Minister Omran Ahed al-
Zouabi, in an interview with Russia Today TV yester-
day, emphasized that it was the Syrian government that 
had made the request.

And yet, the investigation remains stalled. The 
team, to be led by Swedish scientist Ake Sellstrom, 
hasn’t set foot inside Syria. The reason, according to 
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, is that the Syrian 
government will not allow “unfettered access” to any 
place it wants to go, but is limiting the investigation to 
places where chemical weapons have allegedly been 
used. “We remain in close contact with the Syrian au-
thorities, most recently, through another letter urging 
the Syrian government to grant unconditional and un-
fettered access to the mission,” UN spokesman Martin 
Nesirky said.

Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman Alexander 
Lukashevich blasted the delay, characterizing Ban’s 
position as “nothing but a demonstration of a politi-
cized approach.” In a statement posted on the Foreign 
Ministry website yesterday, Lukashevich said: “The 
inspection system proposed is analagous to that used 
at the end of the previous century in Iraq, which—
unlike Syria—was under UN sanctions. It is difficult 
to understand why the UN secretariat prefers to take 
its cue from those who care, not about concrete steps 
to prevent attempts to use chemical weapons in the 
Syrian crisis, but to change the regime of a sovereign 
state.”

Earlier in the week, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov, after the meeting of the NATO-Russia Council 
in Brussels, said that the request for “unfettered access” 
of the UN team came from certain Western members of 
the Security Council. “This is an attempt to politicize 
the issue and to make Syria face the same requirements 
that were set for Iraq some time ago, when they searched 
for nuclear weapons there,” he said. Lavrov added that 
both Russia and the Syrian government support investi-
gations by experts based on specific information of al-
leged use.

Syria has proposed that Russian experts be included 
in the team, but the UN has not done so. The Syrian Na-
tional Council has attempted to veto Russian participa-
tion.


