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The final panel of the April 13-14 New Paradigm con-
ference of the Schiller Institute, held in Frankfurt, Ger-
many April 14, was devoted to the question of reviving 
Classical culture. Coming the day after a magnificent 
Classical concert, the presentations and discussions 
served as a point of reflection upon that profoundly 
moving experience, as well as a discussion of the way 
forward.

The April 13 concert featured selections from operas 
by the great Italian composer Giuseppe Verdi, whose 
200th birthday is being celebrated this year, and a per-
formance of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s Requiem 
Mass in D minor, by a largely amateur chorus of politi-
cal activists with the Schiller Institute. All the music 
was performed at the “Verdi tuning” of A=432 Hz.

There were three parts to the final session. First, a 
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The Schiller Institute Chorus and Orchestra, joined by several professionals, performs Mozart’s Requiem Mass, at the Verdi turning 
of A=432 Hz.
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presentation on “The Current World Crisis: Its Social 
Nature and Challenge to Social Science,” by Andrey 
Fursov, a historian, and director of the Russian Studies 
Center at the Moscow University for the Humanities, 
Izborsk Club, Russia. The second part was a panel on 
“Aesthetical Education and Beauty,” which was led by 
Helga Zepp-LaRouche. Her brief remarks were fol-
lowed by similarly brief presentations by Italian opera 
singer Antonella Banaudi; the chairwoman of the Mov-
imento Solidarietà (Movisol, the LaRouche movement 
in Italy) Liliana Gorini; and John Sigerson, the Schiller 
Institute music director in the United States. Thirdly, 
there was a discussion period and wrap-up statements 
by Helga and Lyndon LaRouche.

We present here the full remarks by Fursov, Zepp- 
LaRouche, and Banaudi, a summary of the presenta-
tions by Gorini and Sigerson, and the concluding dis-
cussion.

Andrey Fursov

An Asymmetrical Answer 
To the British Empire

Mr. Fursov’s speech was titled, “The 
Current World Crisis: Its Social 
Nature and Challenge to Social Sci-
ence.”

Dear Colleagues:
First of all, I would like to express 

my gratitude to the organizers of the 
conference, who invited me to speak 
here.

I would like to start my talk with a 
quotation from the quintessential Brit-
ish imperialist, Winston Churchill, 
who, in 1940, wrote in a letter, that 
“Great Britain was fighting not against Hitler, and not 
even against National Socialism, but against the spirit of 
the German people, against the spirit of Schiller, so that 
this spirit would never be reborn.”

But now we are here, at a conference which was or-
ganized by the Schiller Institute, and it is our kind of 
asymmetrical answer to the British Empire. . . .

Crisis has become a code word of our time. But the 
question is—a crisis of what? We are told that it is a 
crisis of finance, it is a crisis of state, it is a crisis of edu-
cation—so, it is a crisis of everything. But what does 
this mean, to be a crisis of everything? A crisis of every-
thing means a systemic crisis. It is a crisis of the social 
system, and this social system is capitalism.

So, first, a crisis of capitalism, and only secondly, a 
crisis of civilization, mankind. But what is capitalism? 
Descartes used to say “define the sense of the words.” 
My working definition is that capitalism is a compli-
cated institutional system which limits capital in its 
own long-term and holistic interests, and ensures ex-
pansion in space, externalizing the crisis, and exploita-
tion.

The last element is vital, because capitalism, like 
antiquity, like the slave system, is an expansively ori-
ented system. When in the course of the evolution of 
capitalism, the global rate of profit was diminishing, 
capital used to carve out parts of known capital zones, 
and transform them into the capitalist periphery, the 
zone of raw materials extraction, and that of cheap 
labor. But in 1991, with the fall of the socialist camp, 
including the U.S.S.R., and with the start of semi-gang-
ster type of capitalism in Russia, non-capitalist zones 
evaporated. Now capitalism is everywhere. It encom-
passes all the globe. Complete victory.

But every acquisition is a loss. 
Now there is no place to expand. In-
tensification of capitalism is the 
whole agenda. The problem is that 
capitalism is an extensively con-
structed system in principle. Several 
institutions—the nation state, civil 
society, politics, and mass educa-
tion—limit capital’s possibility to ex-
ploit the core of the system, in the 
way, or on the scale it does at the pe-
riphery. The institutions I have men-
tioned externalize exploitation, 
somewhat compared to the way So-
lon’s reforms did in ancient Athens.

Lords of the Crisis Rings
I do not want to minimize the level of exploitation in 

the so-called highly developed countries, but there is a 
certain limit to it, or, to be more precise, there was in the 
period of 1945-1975. It is no coincidence that the 
French called this period “the glorious 30 years.” I say 
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