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A Dossier of Saudi-Sponsored Jihad
A U.S.- and Japan-based publication, the Modern 

Tokyo Times, has published one of the most thorough 
publicly available dossiers on the Chechen and Cauca-
sus terrorists involved in the Syrian conflict.

Entitled “Russia Hit by Terrorist Attacks: Gulf Pet-
rodollars, Syria and Caucasus Islamists,” the Jan. 2 ar-
ticle by Ramazan Khalidov and Lee Jay Walker (the 
MTT’s chief reporter) is the latest of more than a dozen 
MTT articles that track the activities of the Chechen ter-
rorist groups such as the Jaish al-Muhajireen wal-Ansar 
(Army of Emigrants and Helpers) brigade and the 
Riyad-us-Saliheen Brigade (Sabotage Battalion of 
Chechen Martyrs). These armies are comprised of 
Chechens, other North Caucasians, but also increas-
ingly, large numbers of jihadis and neo-Salafi foreign 
veterans of the rebel war on Syria.

Using quotes from terrorist leader Doku Umarov, 
the article says that Russia is now targeted by the same 
Islamist battle-tested networks traveling through the 
“NATO Turkey ratline” and financed by Gulf Arab pet-
rodollars.

“Vast numbers of jihadists from the Caucasus region 
are entering Syria via NATO Turkey. Therefore, the 
knock on effect for the Russian Federation is abun-
dantly obvious,” the article says. Umarov is directly 
quoted warning that his “Riyad-us-Saliheen Brigade is 
now replenished with the best among the best of the 
Mujahideen, and if the Russians do not understand that 
the war will come to their streets, that the war will come 
to their homes, so it is worse for them.”

Umarov is also quoted from July 2013 saying about 
the Sochi Olympic games, that “We, as the Mujahe-
deen, must not allow this to happen by any means pos-
sible.” The “best among the best” refers to the al-Qaeda 
networks in northern Syria that are the direct recipients 
of the Gulf petrodollars. In addition, the article names 
the Chechen and other Caucasian leaders who have 
become commanders in the al-Qaeda-held areas around 
Aleppo that are in the hands of Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria and al-Nusra terrorists.

The article cites published material from the James-
town Foundation, a conservative think tank in the 
United States with extensive ties to U.S. military ser-
vices, various Russian news agencies (including ros-
balt.ru and Itar-Tass), and the Times of London, the 
latter of which reported that there were 10,000 foreign 
fighters in Syria as of August 2013.

Most importantly, the authors stress, “The collec-

tive intrigues of America, France, Georgia, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey, and the United Kingdom, towards Syria—
and their respective policies in the North Caucasus 
region—should alarm the Russian Federation because 
the same intrigues are aimed at Moscow.” This is “just 
like Afghanistan in the 1980s,” they say, and the policy 
is unbroken from the time of the overthrow and murder 
of Libya’s Qaddafi in 2011, to the Volgograd attacks.

Backlash Against Anti-Putin Campaign
U.S. Rep. Michael Grimm (R-N.Y.), co-chair of the 

House Russian Caucus, issued a strong statement on 
Dec. 30 condemning the two terrorist attacks in Russia 
in advance of the Winter Olympics in Sochi (see Docu-
mentation). He has been echoed by a few others who 
have called for U.S.-Russian collaboration against a 
common enemy.

One of the most effective ways to move forward on 
such a change in policy would be the forcing of Presi-
dent Obama to declassify the 28 suppressed pages of 
the Congressional Joint Inquiry on the 9/11 attacks, 
which, informed sources insist, would reveal the cru-
cial Saudi role in those attacks, thus highlighting the 
fact that the United States and Russia face the same 
threat: the British-controlled Saudi kingdom.

Documentation

Volgograd: The 
Russian Response
The Foreign Ministry of Russia, Dec. 30: “This new 
strike, cynically planned for the eve of the New Year, is 
yet another attempt to open a domestic front, sow panic 
and chaos, incite ethnic strife and conflicts in Russian 
society.

“We shall not retreat, but continue our tough and 
consistent battle with a crafty enemy who knows no 
borders and can only be stopped by joint efforts. The 
criminal attacks in Volgograd, like the terrorist attacks 
in the USA, Syria, Iraq, Libya, Afghanistan, Nigeria, 
and other countries are organized on the same model 
and inspired from the same quarters.”

The statement then criticizes politicians and ana-
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lysts who try to divide terrorists into “good” and 
“wrong” ones, depending on which geopolitical goals 
they pursue, saying that this is a dangerous line, “in the 
context of the continuous, openly provocational calls 
from guerrilla leaders like Doku Umarov to unite forces 
under the flag of jihad and recruit new fighters for the 
terrorist war.”

This approach has boomeranged in the past, with 
tragic consequences. “Terrorism is always a crime, for 
which punishment must be mandatory. Today, as never 
before, unified condemnation of terrorism is needed, 
along with genuine international solidarity against it 
and the ideology of violence and extremism that fosters 
it.”

Journalist Kirill Benediktov, Dec. 29: Benedik-
tov, a columnist for Izvestia, and editorial board member 
at Terra America, writing in Izvestia, presented the case 
for decisive moves to end Saudi Arabia’s nurturing of 
terrorism abroad, as well as for harsh measures within 
Russia.

Benediktov zeroed in on the two trips to Russia by 
Saudi intelligence chief Prince Bandar bin Sultan in 
recent months, in the wake of which came British and 
Arabic press leaks describing his purpose as extortion. 
Those reports claimed that Bandar had pressured the 
Russian leadership to compromise on Syria: in ex-
change for the Kremlin’s withdrawing support for 
Assad, the prince was allegedly offering guarantees for 
the protection of the Sochi Olympics against acts of 
terror. While those reports remain unconfirmed, said 
Benediktov, “there is no doubt that the Salafite regimes 
of the Gulf, especially Saudi Arabia, have supported 
Wahhabite terrorism.”

He suggested that Russia could work together with 
the United States and with Iran, to weaken the influence 
of the Salafites throughout Southwest Asia. “Hostile ac-
tions against Russia by countries like the Gulf monar-
chies,” he said, “even if veiled in cryptopolitical form, 
should receive an adequate response. Russia is now 
strong enough to be able to take unfriendly action vis-à-
vis regimes that for many years have exploited a Wah-
habite fifth column to destabilize our country.”

The new attacks indicate “the high probability that a 
powerful Wahhabite underground has come into exis-
tence in recent years. Therefore a number of extremely 
harsh measures should be taken in the immediate future, 
to identify this underground, and these measures must 
involve the legitimate leaders of the Muslim commu-
nity.”

Benediktov is an expert on space exploration, and 
spoke at the April 2013 Frankfurt conference of the 
Schiller Institute (see EIR, April 26, 2013).

•  Journalist Maxim Shevchenko, Dec. 30: In a 
column for Zavtra, Shevchenko wrote that the worst 
short-term outcome for Russia would be a surge in calls 
from radical nationalists and liberals alike, to let the 
Caucasus go. The government should counter this ten-
dency, Shevchenko wrote, with a clear and firm posi-
tion of consolidating all anti-terror civic forces, both 
secular and religious, and excluding from the media 
any outbursts of Islamophobia or Caucasusophobia 
which only breed extremism.

On the geopolitical level, Shevchenko wrote that 
Russia’s ties with key Eurasian nations are targeted by 
the attacks: The Volga River is Russia’s main transport 
artery with Iran, and for the Moscow-Beijing-Tehran 
triangle. He warned against the creation of a hotbed of 
terrorism on the Volga transport artery and an active 
Wahhabite (therefore anti-Shi’a/anti-Iranian) under-
ground there.

Shevchenko also pointed out that in Syria the Wah-
habite anti-Shi’a factor was deliberately pumped up by 
Saudi Arabia, along with Israeli and certain U.S. cir-
cles.


