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Feb. 2—On Jan. 11, 2000, EIR submitted a memoran-
dum to then-U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, 
demanding that Britain be put on the list of states spon-
soring terrorism. The memorandum provided the evi-
dence from official complaints against London by the 
governments of a dozen countries, which had demanded 
that London cease giving sanctuary and assistance to ac-
cused and convicted terrorists from those countries. 
London’s role in providing a safe haven for Islamist ter-
rorists to arrange funds, publicity, and recruitment was 
so flagrant that the U.K. was dubbed “Londonistan” by 
French intelligence agencies even before 9/11.

London’s aid to the terrorists of Chechnya and other 
Islamic extremist groups from the Russian North Cau-
casus was one of the major cases. The EIR memoran-
dum stated:

“On Nov. 14, 1999, the Russian Foreign 
Ministry filed a formal protest to Andrew 
Wood, Britain’s Ambassador in Moscow, 
after two Russian television journalists were 
brutally beaten as they attempted to film a 
London conference, where [Osama] bin 
Laden’s International Islamic Front, Ansar 
as-Shariah, Al-Muhajiroon, and other Is-
lamist groups called for a jihad against 
Russia, in retaliation for the Russian mili-
tary actions in Chechnya.

“One of the victims of the beating, ORT 
cameraman Alexandr Panov, told Kommer-
sant that he was ‘very surprised’ at the indif-
ference of the British government. Some of 
the participants at the ‘charity’ event were 
people wanted by Interpol, but Scotland Yard, 
although evidently aware of their residence 
[in Britain], does not react.

“On Nov. 10, 1999, the Russian govern-
ment had already filed a formal diplomatic 

démarche via the Russian Embassy in London, protest-
ing the attacks on the Russian journalists, and also the 
admissions by Sheikh Omar Bakri Mohammed, the 
head of the ‘political wing’ of the bin Laden organiza-
tion, Al Muhajiroon, that the group was recruiting Mus-
lims in England to go to Chechnya to fight the Russian 
Army. Bakri’s organization operates freely from offices 
in the London suburb of Lee Valley, where they occupy 
two rooms at a local computer center, and maintain their 
own Internet company. Bakri has admitted that ‘retired’ 
British military officers are training new recruits in Lee 
Valley, before they are sent off to camps in Afghanistan 
or Pakistan, or are smuggled directly into Chechnya.”

Today, the North Caucasus terrorists—through their 
key role as commanders in the al-Qaeda-allied rebel 
armies in Syria—are being supported more than ever 
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A Jan. 19, 2014 video, seen here on YouTube, shows two jihadi fighters in 
Russia, claiming credit, in advance, for the Volgograd suicide bombings. The 
video promised “a present” for the Sochi Olympics and all those who attend 
the games.
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by London and its allies Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and 
Turkey, with the approval of the Obama Administra-
tion. Despite repeated warnings from top U.S. officials 
in the military and intelligence communities, such as 
former Deputy CIA Director Michael Morrell, who 
have identified the al-Qaeda affiliates in Syria as the 
biggest global terrorist threat today, the Obama Admin-
istration continues to facilitate its allies in the so-called 
“Friends of Syria,” supplying money and arms to these 
terrorists, who are not only active in Syria, but also 
Iraq, Lebanon, and in Russia itself.

On Dec. 29 and 30, 2013, the Dagestan-based sol-
diers of these jihadi armies struck inside Russia with 
two deadly attacks on major transportation centers in 
the city of Volgograd. About 35 people died, with nearly 
100 others wounded.

On Jan. 19, 2014, a video surfaced showing two 
jihadi fighters in Russia, who claimed credit, in ad-
vance, for the Volgograd suicide bombings. The video 
promised “a present” for the Sochi Olympics and all the 
tourists who attend the games, which begin on Feb. 7.

According to the U.S.-based Long War Journal 
(LWJ), the video came from “a group calling itself the 
‘Mujahid Subversive Group of Ansar al Sunnah.’ ” LWJ 
adds, “The group, which said its leader is ‘Dokku Abu 
Uthman,’ or Doku Umarov, the chief of the Islamic 
Caucasus Emirate, released the statement yesterday on 
the website of Wilayat Dagestan, the Dagestani media 
branch of the Islamic Emirate of the Caucasus.”

Investigations into the decades-long history of 
Chechen and Northern Caucasus terrorism show that the 
terrorist armies today have an unbroken chain of rela-
tions to the Anglo-American-Saudi support of Osama 
bin Laden, and the precursors of al-Qaeda, going back to 
the 1980s Afghanistan war with the Soviet Union. That 
has now become the jihadi war against Russia.

Ratline Identified
At the time of EIR’s January 2000 memorandum, 

the London role in the ratline through which Islamist 
terrorists were being recruited, armed, trained, and in-
doctrinated in Chechnya was not unknown to official 
agencies of the United States. And U.S. government 
documents show that the ratline then was going—as it 
is now—directly through NATO member Turkey.

An  Oct. 16, 1998 report by the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, entitled, “Usam Ben Laden’s Current and His-
torical Examples,” released years later to the watchdog 
organization Judicial Watch under the Freedom of In-
formation Act, states that, “A direct route has been es-

tablished to Chechnya from Pakistan and Afghanistan 
through Turkey and Azerbaijan. Abu Sayaf (also writ-
ten incorrectly as Abu Safay) coordinates this traffic of 
volunteers, as well as drug trafficking, working as a 
representative of Ben Laden in the Chechen foreign 
ministry under the protection of Movlady Udugov.”

After the 9/11 attacks in the U.S., the extent of offi-
cial knowledge of the Chechen-al-Qaeda connection 
throughout the 1990s was further revealed.

In late 2001, in Illinois, a Federal indictment was 
filed against Enaam M. Arnaout, chief officer of the 
Saudi-created Benevolent International Foundation. 
Documents in that case, United States of America vs. 
Enaam M. Arnaout, show the depth of U.S. law en-
forcement’s information about the funding networks 
used by bin Laden and the al-Qaeda networks.

A document filed by then U.S. Attorney Patrick 
Fitzgerald in the Arnaout case, reveals extensive infor-
mation about the Chechen operations, and in a February 
2002 press release, the Justice Department announced 
that Arnaout, “the executive director of Benevolence 
International Foundation, Inc. (BIF), a purported chari-
table organization based in south suburban Chicago, 
pleaded guilty to racketeering conspiracy, admitting 
that he fraudulently obtained charitable donations in 
order to provide financial assistance to persons engaged 
in violent activities overseas.” Arnaout admitted to fi-
nancing Chechen fighters and agreed to cooperate with 
the U.S. government in some fashion. (Fitzgerald, Pat-
rick J., United States of America v. Enaam M. Arnaout, 
“Government’s Evidentiary Proffer Supporting the Ad-
missibility of Co-Conspirator Statements,” before Hon. 
Suzanne B. Conlon.)

The above-cited evidentiary proffer in Fitzgerald’s 
case against Arnaout and the BIF shows that, as early as 
1995, BIF, a Saudi-created charity, was funding train-

Wikimedia Commons

The Kavkaz Center is a highly sophisticated website which 
serves as a multi-lingual clearinghouse for anti-Moscow and 
anti-Putin initiatives.
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ing camps for Islamist jihadis in Chechnya. The docu-
ment says that “in 1995, Madani al Tayyib (then in the 
Sudan serving as al Qaeda’s chief financial officer) 
asked an al Qaeda member to travel to Chechnya 
through Baku, Azerbaijan, to join with al Qaeda in the 
fighting in Chechnya.” He was “told that he would be 
joining up with Ibn al Khattab, a mujahideen leader 
who had worked in Afghanistan with Bin Laden. At 
about this time, the website of the Chechen mujahideen 
indicated that Ibn al Khattab led the Arab contingent of 
fighters in Chechnya. BIF (and the Global Relief Foun-
dation) had been identified on the Internet website as 
conduits for financial support to those fighters.”

While Ibn Khattab was killed in 2002, his main mis-
sion had been accomplished—establishing the link be-
tween the Chechen separatists and the Islamists of al-
Qaeda, and setting up the training camps that offered 
the best instruction in irregular warfare, especially 
bombing techniques using suicide terrorists.

But, while the U.S. intelligence about the real nature 
of the Chechen-al-Qaeda danger was vast, it was never 
used to shut down Islamist networks, for pragmatic rea-
sons: Factions of the U.S. establishment in cahoots with 
London used the Islamist terror apparatus for covert op-
erations against Russia, especially in Chechnya and 
other areas of the North Caucasus.

At the very time that the DIA was identifying the al-
Qaeda-Chechen connection in 1999, a group of neo-
conservative Cold Warriors created the Orwellian-
named American Committee for Peace in Chechnya 
(later, American Committee for Peace in the Caucasus) 
at Freedom House, an anti-Russian Cold War think tank. 
ACPC was headed by former U.S. National Security 
Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski, who developed, along 
with British intelligence’s Islam specialist Dr. Bernard 
Lewis, the notorious “Muslim Card” against the Soviet 
Union, whereby Islamic extremists could be used to 
wage irregular warfare against the Soviets. That policy, 
financed by the U.S., Britain, and Saudi Arabia, created 
al-Qaeda. The roster of the ACPC was a “Who’s Who” 
of neo-cons, such as Richard Perle, who demanded in 
1999 that Russia give up Chechnya completely.

With the West covering up for terrorism, al-Khattab’s 
operations were very effective. The “Caucasian Knot,” 
another separatist organization supported by the U.S. 
National Endowment for Democracy, calculated the toll 
from terrorist attacks from 2000 to 2012 inside Russia 
territory. Claimed mainly by Caucasus jihadi groups, 
1,216 persons were killed, and more than 3,263 wounded.

And the U.S. under Barack Obama has openly 

joined with the Persian Gulf kingdoms, Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar, with NATO member Turkey, and with 
London, to finance Islamist fighters in Syria to over-
throw the government of Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad. As the U.S. itself admitted in December 2013, 
money and arms that the U.S. and Britain were sending 
to “non-al-Qaeda” groups in Syria was going directly to 
al-Qaeda allied groups.

With the Dec. 29-30 terrorist attacks in Volgograd, 
and the threat to the Sochi Olympics, the spotlight has 
again been put on the North Caucasus.

But the real threat posed by the West-Persian Gulf-
backed jihadis is not a particularized terrorist network 
against a city or event like the Olympics. The Chechen 
terror apparatus is an arm of the Anglo-Dutch-led trans-
Atlantic establishment that is geared up for war against 
the Eurasia development bloc led by Russia and China. 
As Lyndon LaRouche is warning, this showdown, using 
Islamic terrorism as a tactical weapon, is global, and the 
threat is nothing less than the early onset of thermo-
nuclear war.

Jihadis Called Back to the Caucasus
For nearly three years, Syria has been the play-

ground for the Anglo-Dutch empire, where its irregular 
warfare troops are hardened. And the Chechens have 
taken a leadership role in the jihadi armies there.

On Jan. 2, 2013, the Modern Tokyo Times, based in 
the U.S. and Japan, published one of the most thorough 
publicly available articles on the Chechen and Cauca-
sus terrorists involved in Syria. Entitled, “Russia Hit by 
Terrorist Attacks: Gulf Petrodollars, Syria and Cauca-
sus Islamists,” the article, by Ramazan Khalidov and 
Lee Jay Walker, describes the activities of Chechen 
groups such as “The Jaish al-Muhajireen wal-Ansar 
(Army of Emigrants and Helpers) Brigade” and the 
“Riyad-us-Saliheen Brigade” (Sabotage Battalion of 
Chechen Martyrs). These armies are comprised of 
Chechens and other North Caucasians, but increasingly 
also larger numbers of jihadis and neo-Salafi foreign 
veterans of the rebel war on Syria.

Quoting Chechen terrorist leader Doku Umarov, the 
article says that Russia is now targeted by the same Is-
lamist battle-tested networks that travel through the 
“NATO Turkey” ratline and are financed by Gulf Arab 
petrodollars.

“[V]ast numbers of jihadists from the Caucasus 
region are entering Syria via NATO Turkey. Therefore, 
the knock on effect for the Russian Federation is abun-
dantly obvious,” the article says. Umarov is quoted boast-
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ing that his “Riyad-us-Saliheen Brigade is now replen-
ished with the best among the best of the Mujahideen and 
if the Russians do not understand that the war will come 
to their streets, that the war will come to their homes, so it 
is worse for them.” “Emir of the Caucasus” Umarov also 
threatened the Sochi Olympics, saying, “We, as the Muja-
hedeen, must not allow this to happen by any means pos-
sible.” The “best of the best” that Umarov says are “re-
plenishing” his forces, are the al-Qaeda networks in Syria 
that are the direct recipients of the Gulf petrodollars.

Citing published material from the Jamestown Foun-
dation, a conservative U.S. think tank with extensive ties 
to the U.S. military, from Russian news agencies, and 
from the London Times, the article names the Chechen 
and other Caucasian leaders who have become com-
manders in the al-Qaeda-affiliates in Syria, the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and the al-Nusra Front.

The threat to the Russian Federation is “just like Af-
ghanistan in the 1980’s,” authors Khalidov and Walker 

write, adding that Western intelligence agencies, espe-
cially those of Britain and the U.S., used Islamist terror-
ism as a surrogate warfare attack against Russia.

But this is not ancient history. Khalidov and Walker 
also note that the Gulf oil sheikhdoms in league with 
the NATO powers, and using Turkey as a logistics hub 
and ratline, have created a renewed jihadi threat that 
goes in an unbroken line from the 2011 overthrow and 
murder of Libyan President Muammar Qaddafi to the 
Volgograd attacks of December 2013.

In recent months, Umarov has been calling jihadis 
back from Syria to fight for their own emirate.

Chechen Commanders in Syria
To stop the new al-Qaeda onslaught, the Chechen 

and Caucasus terrorism network has to be the first piece 
of the Anglo-Dutch-Saudi-backed jihadi empire to be 
shut down.

According to Jamestown Foundation specialist 
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Andrew McGregor, writing for the Terrorism Monitor, 
on Dec. 13, 2013, a major Islamist rebel army, headed 
by Chechen commanders, has sworn its allegiance to 
the al-Qaeda-affiliated ISIS, aka ISIL (Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant). The group, the Islamist Army of 
Muhajirin and Ansar in Bilad al-Sham, is “dominated 
by fighters from the Northern Caucasus,” and led by 
“Abu Omar, an ethnic Chechen from Georgia’s Pankisi 
Gorge.” McGregor doubts the group’s claim that it has 
several thousand fighters, but a Dec. 12 report from the 
Jamestown Foundation warns that “the Chechen groups 
are among the top ten strongest military groups of the 
Syrian opposition and, therefore, have substantial influ-
ence among them. As the conflict in Syria deepens, the 
role and influence of the Chechens is likely to increase.”

Like the Syrian rebels, the Chechens are highly de-
pendent on outside assistance, especially from Turkey 
and from the drug trade that helps finance Islamist ter-
rorist operations. At a press conference on Sept. 9 2013 
in Moscow, Syrian Foreign Minister Walid Muallem 
once again brought the Chechen issue to the fore, em-
phasizing that the Syrian government is not fighting an 
internal rebellion but an international coalition. “People 
from the Caucasus and Chechnya are among the terror-
ists,” Muallem said, adding that “Turkey trains terror-
ists from 83 countries.”

In May 2013, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov pointed to another key point of coordination—
the highly sophisticated website KavkazCenter, which 
serves both as a mouthpiece for Chechen leader 
Umarov, and also as a multi-lingual clearinghouse for 
reporting on every possible anti-Moscow and anti-Pu-
tin initiative and development, including up-to-date re-
ports on the ongoing destabilization of Ukraine. During 
a visit to Sweden, Lavrov asked the Swedish govern-
ment to ban the KavkazCenter website, which was put 
on the sanctions list of the UN Security Council in July 
2011, and had moved to Sweden after being shut down 
in Estonia, Lithuania, and Finland.

Allegations have been made by Voice of Russia and 
on the U.S. website, infowars.com, that KavkazCenter, 
which has operated since 1999, has been funded in the 
past by the U.S. State Department. Whether or not that 
allegation can be substantiated, there is no lack of 
cheerleaders, including former officials of the Chechen 
separatist government, well-ensconced in Western cap-
itals and the Persian Gulf kingdoms. And the money-
flows to the jihadis are not hidden in a maze of front 
companies, but come directly from government coffers.

Documentation

‘Storm Over Asia’

Here is an excerpt from the transcript of Lyndon La-
Rouche’s November 1999 “Storm Over Asia,” a fea-
ture-length video, now available at http://larouchepac.
com/node/21709.

Section 1: War in Central Asia
What you’re seeing is a war in the North Caucasus 

region of southern Russia. What you’re also seeing, is a 
war which has broken out simultaneously in the border 
between Pakistan and India.

The forces behind these attacks on Russia and on 
India are the same. They are a mercenary force which 
was first set into motion by policies adopted at a Trilat-
eral Commission meeting in Kyoto in 1975: policies 
originally of Brzezinski and his number-two man there, 
Samuel P. Huntington; the policies which were contin-
ued by then-Trilateral Commission member, that is, 
back in 1975: George [H.W.] Bush, before he became 
Vice President.

These were policies which were continued by 
George Bush as Vice President. Under Bush, this 
became known as the “Iran-Contra” drug-financed link 
operations of mercenaries deployed with private fund-
ing all over the world: recruited from Islamic and other 
countries, and targetting Russia’s flank.

This mercenary force, created then, still exists. The 
primary responsibility for creating the force, was the 
government of the United Kingdom—most notably, 
most emphatically, the government of Margaret 
Thatcher, a policy which has been accelerated and con-
tinued in full madness by the present Prime Minister, 
Tony Blair, of the United Kingdom.

This war, if continued, using mercenaries, can lead 
to nuclear general war. The major powers principally 
threatened today by this mercenary operation, are two 
of the world’s largest nations: China and India; China 
on its western borders, India on its northern borders.

Iran is also threatened; but, more notably, Russia. If 
these nations are pushed to the wall by a continuing es-
calation of a war which is modelled on the wars which 
the British ran against Russia, China, and so forth, 
during the Nineteenth Century and early Twentieth 

http://archive.larouchepac.com/node/21709
http://archive.larouchepac.com/node/21709
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Century, this will lead to the point that Russia has to 
make the decision to accept the disintegration of Russia 
as a nation, or to resort to the means it has, to exact ter-
rible penalties on those who are attacking it, going 
closer and closer to the source, the forces behind the 
mercenaries—which include, of course, Turkey, which 
is a prime NATO asset being used as a cover for much 
of this mercenary operation in the North Caucasus and 
in Central Asia.

This is our danger. The weapons the Russians have, 
are no longer the large armies, the capabilities we 
thought of under the old Ogarkov Plan of the 1980s. 
Those vast armies are dissipated, weakened. Russia is 
ruined almost, by a vast economic destruction, caused 
by IMF policies, and related policies. But Russia still 
has an arsenal, an arsenal of advanced weapons, and 
laboratories which can match the weaponry—most ad-
vanced weaponry—being developed in the United 
States, Israel, Britain, and elsewhere.

If Russia is pushed to the wall, or decides to disinte-
grate willfully, or fight back, the likely thing is, it will 
fight back. It will use the weapons it has. It does not 
have the weapons to win a war, but it has the weapons 
sufficient to impose a powerful, deadly deterrent on the 
nations behind the mercenary forces which are pres-
ently attacking it. There lies the danger.

Unfortunately, most people in the United States are 
living under the delusion, that with the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, the combined military power of the 
United States and its British Commonwealth allies—
including Australia, New Zealand, and so forth, coun-
tries that are really under the British Queen personally, 
as the United Kingdom is—believe that these forces, 
Anglo-American forces, are so powerful, that they can 
ignore the United Nations Security Council, and con-
duct wars on their own, with impunity.

Most Americans tend to believe that, and believe 
they don’t have to worry about foreign wars. They don’t 
have to worry about terrible things happening in Africa 
or South America, or Eurasia generally. “It won’t come 
here,” just as many Americans said before Pearl Harbor 
about the war then ongoing in Europe.

In reality, it can come here. I’m not predicting that it 
will; I’m saying the likelihood—the danger—exists. 
And as long as the present policies of our government 
continue, especially the policies of the right-wing Stone 
Age faction inside the Congress, the right-wing policies 
of Vice President Al Gore and of Madeleine Albright, a 
Brzezinski associate. As long as these policies on the 

United States’ part continue, the danger of war is grow-
ing.

It’s not immediate, not tomorrow, and not the day 
after tomorrow. But wars come on like that: you get to 
a point of no return, there’s still no war. Then, some-
where down the line, maybe a couple of years later, the 
war actually breaks out.

And war is breaking out all over the world now; not 
only in the Balkans, as we saw recently, not only in an 
insane bombing attack on Saddam, for no reason what-
soever—the continued war against Iraq. Now the crazy 
intervention in Timor, which can lead to chaos in that 
region of the world. War is breaking out in small wars, 
all over the world.

If that process continues under present conditions, 
we are headed in the direction of something terrible—
possibly even a nuclear war. Americans have to wake 
up and realize that problem.

Think back to New York in the old days. We once 
had a man who sold merchandise cheaply with radio 
ads. He called himself “Crazy Eddie.” And he used to 
say “my policies are insane.” Crazy Eddie’s policies 
and way of thinking, apparently have been picked up by 
Al Gore, and some people in the Defense Department 
and elsewhere in the United States. We’ve got to get the 
“Crazy Eddie policies” out of the United States govern-
ment.

As I shall indicate, these—the problems we face are 
deadly ones, but they’re problems which can be 
solved. . . .

A war breaking out in the North Caucusus region of southern 
Russia, or elsewhere in Asia, could rapidly lead to general 
thermonuclear war, LaRouche warned in the 1999 video, 
“Storm Over Asia.”


