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tial. We are increasingly vul-
nerable to the effects of 
“electromagnetic events,” 
such as coronal mass ejec-
tions (CMEs), he said. He 
used the example of a CME 
in 2012, which fortunately 
went away from Earth. This 
should have been a wake-up 
call, he wrote in a paper at 
that time. Had this hit Earth, 
it would have had an impact 
twice that of the Carrington 
Event of 1859, and could knock out electrical grids, 
causing massive devastation.

The final presentation, by this author, was titled “How 
To Pay for It.” He opened by saying the question is not 
“Can we afford it?” but, “Can we afford not to do it?” He 
explained Lyndon LaRouche’s work on physical econ-
omy, to show that we can indeed forecast the future. He 
contrasted Alexander Hamilton’s ap-
proach to national credit to the “credit” 
policies that followed the death of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy. Hamilton’s concern 
was with the future, and how to increase 
productive value. Today’s Wall Street ap-
proach to credit produces worthless paper, 
which is turned into “buying power” for 
the wealthy, paid for by looting govern-
ments and the population. This system is 
on the verge of a final disintegration, and 
Glass-Steagall must be implemented at 
once, to turn it around. As in the case of 
asteroid strikes, it will be too late to ad-
dress it after it happens, he said.

A Call to Action
The conference continued with a 

dinner, then a stirring call to action by 
Rogers. She again counterposed the 
intent of Kennedy, in approaching the 
crises of his time, to the failures of politi-
cal and institutional leaders today. Given 
what we have heard from our panelists 
today, she said, we cannot tolerate the 
gutlessness and ignorance of our so-
called leaders. My campaign is a vehicle 
for you to act, as a citizen of our republic. 
With the immediate danger of nuclear 

war, and a global financial meltdown, there is nothing 
that should hold you back.

She then called on the panelists to lead a discussion 
on the lessons of Chelyabinsk.

The questions were very pointed, and provided 
ample room for deliberation. For example, a question 
about the value of President Obama’s plan to land on an 
asteroid provoked general hilarity. There was also a 
question about whether we are entering a “little Ice 
Age.” López quipped that it’s better to be warm than 
cold, and Baker reviewed evidence of decreasing activ-
ity of the Sun.

Schlanger discussed the destruction of cognitive 
thinking and the importance of an education process 
which recognizes the innate wonder in children, their 
hunger for real ideas. This provoked an enthusiastic re-
sponse from those in attendance, including Drs. López 
and Baker, who emphasized that textbooks are killers of 
young minds, and young people must be engaged in 
hands-on science, outside the confines of the present 

Apollo 17 
Astronaut Schmitt 
Greets Conference

Greetings to you all. I am sorry 
that I cannot be with you and 
join in the exciting discussions 
I know will take place during 
this conference.

Deep space, from the Moon 
outward, is the equivalent of 
Earth’s wildernesses of the 
1800s. Deep space’s enormous 
influence on lives, science, and 
the future of humankind has 
just begun. Lunar science and 
energy enable a far broader 
range of human activities, in-
cluding lunar and Martian set-
tlement, planetary protection 
from impacts, and a rejuvena-
tion of human freedom.

Good luck in your delibera-
tions.

Best regards,
Harrison H. Schmitt
Apollo 17 Astronaut
Former U.S. Senator
Author, Return to the Moon
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