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nia, Azerbaijan, and Moldova. A confidential seven-
page paper leaked to the German news weekly Der 
Spiegel proposed joint exercises and training between 
NATO and the three countries, increasing the “interop-
erability” of their militaries with NATO, and their par-
ticipation in NATO “smart defense” operations.

April 4: Secretary Hagel told Bloomberg in an in-
terview that stationing a third Army brigade in Europe 
was among the possibilities that NATO should con-
sider. NATO military planners are to come up with a list 
of options by April 15.

April 5: Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk told 
Polish TV that “The strengthening of NATO’s presence 
[in Poland], also military presence, has become a fact 
and will be visible in the coming days, weeks. The dis-
cussion is not about if, but rather about the scale, pace 
and some technical aspects of strengthening Poland’s 
security.” Tusk had complained that NATO was not 
moving into Poland fast enough. The Polish govermnent 
had asked NATO to station 10,000 troops on its territory 
“as a visible demonstration of the alliance’s resolve to 
defend all its members after Russia’s seizure of Crimea,” 
reported the London Independent on April 2.

April 6: Czech President Milos Zeman said, during 
an interview on Czech public radio, that NATO should 
be prepared to send troops into Ukraine if Russia moves 
to annex more of the country. “The moment Russia de-
cides to widen its territorial expansion to the eastern 
part of Ukraine, that is where the fun ends,” he said. 
“There I would plead not only for the strictest EU sanc-
tions, but even for military readiness of the North At-
lantic Alliance, like for example NATO forces entering 
Ukrainian territory.”

Definitely on the agenda for July is a NATO military 
exercise on Ukrainian soil with Ukrainian participation, 
called Rapid Trident. It will bring together some 1,300 
international forces in Ukraine. NATO is providing no 
further specifics, but according to Rapid Trident’s Face-
book page, last year’s exercises involved more than 
“800 pieces of weaponry and about 170 military and 
combat vehicles. . . . In addition, 4 Mi-8 helicopters, a 
military transport aircraft An-26 of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine and a German transport aircraft C-160 were in-
volved to work out airborne operations and elements of 
evacuation of the wounded from the field of battle.”

In addition to U.S. and U.K. troops, Rapid Trident 
2014 will include units from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bul-
garia, Canada, Georgia, Germany, Moldova, Poland, 
Romania, and Ukraine.

A Global Outcry

Obama/NATO Policy 
Leading to WWIII
The following statements are among the most direct 
condemnations by qualified Western sources of the 
Obama/NATO policy—shaped by the British Empire—
that is leading to World War III.

Germany
Gen. Harald Kujat (ret.), former German chair-

man of the NATO military committee, March 4:
In an interview on Germany’s state-run DLF radio, 

General Kujat said that Russia wants to protect Russian 
nationals in the “Near Abroad,” and if need be, even by 
military force. If Ukraine or Georgia became members 
of NATO, that would cross a red line for Moscow. Fur-
thermore, the Black Sea Fleet base in Crimea is a cru-
cial issue for Russia. NATO cannot and should not in-
tervene militarily, since Ukraine is not an Alliance 
member, Kujat said.

A further escalation, potentially into a war between 
Ukraine and Russia, would be “a catastrophe for Europe 
and for the world,” Kujat warned.

Carlo Masala, professor at the German Army 
College in Munich, March 4:

In an interview with the Munich tabloid Abendzei-
tung München, Masala warned, “If NATO entered into 
a military conflict with Russia, we would instantly be 
standing at the brink of potential nuclear war. No human 
being can have an interest in that.”

Sahra Wagenknecht, deputy chair of the Left 
Party in the Bundestag, March 13:

In a press conference attacking the German gov-
ernment for its unholy alliance with a Kiev govern-
ment that is illegal and includes Nazis and anti-Sem-
ites, Wagenknecht charged the West and NATO with 
having a confrontationist approach, warning that any 
military intervention would escalate into a “Third 
World War.”

Alexander Rahr, German-Russian Forum, 
March 19:

Speaking with journalists in Berlin, Rahr said a 
“conflict of unimaginable dimensions over the future 
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of Europe” is threatening now, with Crimea being 
only a secondary crisis spot. If the West continues to 
try to pull all former Soviet states in the Community 
of Independent States, minus Russia, into NATO, 
“we are at the brink of the Third World War,” Rahr 
warned.

France
Jacques Attali, former advisor to several French 

Presidents, wrote in his blog March 26:
“It is crazy, for the West, to turn the Crimean prob-

lem into an opportunity for confrontation with 
Russia. . . .

“Today’s ongoing confrontation will get us no-
where. But it will give meaning to those who had long 
predicted that the situation here today could get to what 
we have seen in the immediate situation before the First 
World War, when a series of absurd events resulted in 
the outbreak of a world war.”

Denmark
John Scales Avery, the Contact Person in Den-

mark for Pugwash Conferences, member of the 
Danish Peace Commission of 1998, and chairman of 
the Danish Peace Academy, March 14:

In an article entitled “Ukraine and the Danger of 
Nuclear War,” Avery writes, “The current situation in 
Ukraine and the Crimean Peninsula is an extremely 
dangerous one. Unless restraint and a willingness to 
compromise are shown by all of the parties involved, 
the crisis might escalate uncontrollably into a full-scale 
war, perhaps involving nuclear weapons.”

Norway
Floyd Rudmin, professor at the University of 

Tromso, March 30:
In an article on the “Need To Re-Perceive the Crisis 

in Ukraine and Try To See a Russian Perspective,” pub-
lished in Counter Currents, Rudmin says that European 
nations, which have suffered two world wars on their 
territory, must tell Americans to cut out the drive to de-
monize and attack Russia, “before an incident turns into 
conventional war, turns into missile war, turns into nu-
clear war. Those transitions could take 30 minutes.”

United States
Paul Craig Roberts, columnist and former 

Treasury official in the Reagan Administration, on 

his website, PaulCraig Roberts.org, Feb. 17:
“What I object to is the lack of awareness on the part 

of the [Ukrainian] protesters that by permitting them-
selves to be manipulated by Washington, they are push-
ing the world toward a dangerous war. I would be sur-
prised if Russia is content to have U.S. military and 
missile bases in Ukraine.

“It was fools like [State Department official Victo-
ria] Nuland playing the great game that gave us World 
War I. World War III would be the last war.”

March 3:
In a column on his website titled “The End Is 

Nearer than You Think,” Roberts claims that Obama 
continues the policies of the neoconservatives who 
“believe that nuclear war can be won, and that the 
U.S. has the advantage to destroy Russia in a first 
strike.”

“War will be the result of the ignorance, gullibility, 
and stupidity of the American population, its prosti-
tute media, and the hegemonic ambitions of the evil 
neoconservatives,” Roberts writes. “The corrupt 
rulers of Europe will sell out their peoples for Ameri-
can money until they are all vaporized in nuclear ex-
plosions.”

March 28:
In a column on his website, “Pushing Toward the 

Final War,” Roberts attacks Obama’s recent trip in 
Europe and says: “Obama doesn’t say what effect the 
U.S./NATO military buildup and numerous war games 
on Russia’s border will have on Russia. Will the Rus-
sian government conclude that Russia is about to be at-
tacked and strike first? The reckless carelessness of 
Obama is the way wars start. . . . Why are people so 
blind that they do not see Obama driving the world to its 
final war?”

Stephen Cohen, Russian studies professor at 
New York University, to CNN, March 9:

“I think we’re two steps from a Cuban Missile Crisis 
and three steps from war with Russia for the first 
time. . . .

“We need to get a negotiation going on. . . . Over the 
last 20 years we’ve moved NATO right to Russia’s bor-
ders. Ten years ago Putin announced very clearly, I 
don’t like NATO on my borders, but looking ahead, I 
have two red lines. One is Georgia, the former Soviet 
republic. We crossed that red line, he thinks, and we had 
a war. Now he thinks we’ve crossed the red line else-
where, in Ukraine.”


