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Col. Patrick Lang: The
U.S. Must Purge Itself

Special Forces Col. W. Patrick Lang
(ret.), who was also a senior official in
the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA),
published the following remarks on Dec.
11 on his blog, Sic _Semper Tyrannis
(SSC), which has a wide military reader-
ship. The article refers to Director of
Central Intelligence John Brennan’s re-
sponse to the Senate Select Committee
on Intelligence’s release of the unclassi-
fied part of its report on “The Central In-
telligence Agency’s Detention and Inter-
rogation Program.”

CIA Director Brennan’s self-administered auto da fe
fell flat. He met with POTUS this AM and was evi-
dently told to get his statement in line with the presi-
dent’s position “or else.” The “else” is pretty clear. He
could easily find himself doing the “Hagel Two Step.”
As a result the gospel according to Brennan backed
away from any real defense of the deeds of CIA in its
tormented and torturing history since 9/11.

On the one hand, he told us that information derived
from torture was, at times, useful. On the other hand he
told us that it is “unknowable” if the information so de-
rived had any real value. He said that some of the things
done by CIA officials were “abhorrent” but in answer to
a question was ambiguous and non-committal as to
whether or not it might be necessary to do the same kind
of things in the future.

Well, pilgrims, ... the US is a signatory of the UN
Convention Against Torture. This convention signature
was ratified by the US Senate and for that reason has the
status of US federal law.

The CIA and its Corps of Tormentors disgraced and
soiled the United States as did the US Army at Abu
Ghraib. Insufficient punishment was meted out to the
senior army culprits at Abu Ghraib, but now there is a
chance to make an example of the monstrous fools who
motivated, directed and executed this renewal of the In-
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quisition. It should be mentioned that Cheney and
Rumsfeld played a direct role in encouraging US Army
intelligence to torture prisoners at Abu Ghraib.

I suggest the following as steps to be taken by the
SST community:

* Brennan has made himself an accomplice in what
amounts to a criminal conspiracy to violate federal law.
He should be fired and should be prose-
cuted for that crime.

* The Obama Justice Department
should reverse its stated position and re-
open investigations that may lead to the
indictment of Cheney, Rumsfeld, Rodri-
guez, and all those who participated in
this criminal violation of US and interna-
tional law. For the president and Holder
to fail to do this would make them be in
violation of their oaths of office. They
swore to see that the law of the US would
be upheld and enforced.

* All interested readers of SST should press their
governments abroad to have their courts indict all those
guilty of crimes against the Torture Convention in inter-
national law.

* The full Senate report on this matter is over 6,000
pages long and is at present classified as was the 500-
page summary. The full report should be de-classified
and released to the public. The material to be released is
mainly CIA cables and internal documents that support
the summary judgments aleady released. IMO the full
report should be released in an unredacted form so that
those guilty of these crimes against US and interna-
tional law can be identified and prosecuted for their
crimes.

* The large sums of money paid to the torture psy-
chologists should be “clawed back” in the process of
prosecuting these consultants.

* To prevent future “adventures” of this sort, covert
action should be removed from CIA’s menu of missions
and placed under DoD where effective oversight by
Congress and a bias against adventurism is predomi-
nent. This was the case in WW2 when OSS (a JCS sub-
ordinated organization) ran covert operations. CIA
should be an organization that does clandestine
HUMINT (espionage) and nothing else.

I appeal to this committee to move history in this
matter and to help restore the honor of the United
States.
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