II. Russia and China Are Different

Xi Extends Belt and Road
To War-Torn Mideast

by William Jones

Jan. 24—On a ground-breaking visit to three major
countries in the Middle East—Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
and Iran—from January 19 to 23, President Xi Jinping
brought to this war-torn region a message of hope and
optimism, through his commitment to revitalize the
Middle East by linking China’s plan for a New Silk
Road with these, the countries of the ancient Silk Road.
This move now promises to overturn the rules that
have hitherto prevailed in the region, long a play-
ground of British financial interests, one which they
have used to keep the world destabilized and on the
brink of war.

While China has long had inter-
ests here, receiving much of its oil
and gas from the Middle East, it has
kept a low political profile in an area
long dominated by Britain and the
United States. During the Bush-
Obama regimes, the entire region has
been subject to a major destabiliza-
tion that has created chaos and devas-
tation in its wake, with the potential
for leading to a new world war. Fol-
lowing on Russian President Putin’s
historic intervention against terror-
ism begun last Sept. 30, the high-
level Chinese intervention has the
potential to turn the situation com-
pletely around.

In an article published in the UAE
newspaper Al-Ittihad, author Mo-
hammed Aref expresses the sense of
optimism engendered by the visit.
“China is redrawing the map of the
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world, turning the seven continents into six by making
Asia and Europe one continent,” he wrote. In the arti-
cle, Arefalso notes the key role of the “Silk Road Lady,”
Helga Zepp-LaRouche, in spearheading what is now
the main thrust of China’s foreign policy, to which she
has given the name, the New Silk Road.

But this New Silk Road, or what the Chinese call
the Silk Road Economic Belt and the Twenty-first Cen-
tury Maritime Silk Road, is not simply a project for
economic cooperation, but rather is a new paradigm
for relations between sovereign nations. The strategic
significance of the Silk Road narrative is not lost on the
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Xi Jinping wears the Abdulaziz Medal he has just been awarded by Saudi King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.
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countries visited by the Chinese President. The old
Silk Road, dating back 2,000 years, was in many re-
spects a Golden Age for the countries of the Middle
East and Central Asia. While Europe was immersed in
the Dark Ages, there was a flourishing of culture, art,
and science in the great capitals of Central Asia and the
Middle East. In fact, it was through Latin translations
of Arabic works, often by Jewish scholars in places

like Andalusian Spain, that the first glimmerings of the
literary and scientific work of the ancient Greeks were
made known to the West. In that era, China and the
countries of Iran, Egypt, and the Arabian Peninsula
were involved in a great union of trade and cultural
exchanges. The message of the Chinese President is
that that era can be revived with Twenty-first Century
methods.

Arabic Daily Hails
Zepp-LaRouche’s Role
In New Silk Road

Jan. 21 (EIRNS)—The Arabic-lan- ’:
guage newspaper Al-Ittihad in the
United Arab Emirates published a
column by Mohammed Aref, a science
and technology consultant, on Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s visit to Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, and Iran, congratulating
the New Silk Road Lady—Helga Zepp-
LaRouche—and the Schiller Institute
for this new visionary policy.

The column, titled “China’s 51st
Century” (according to China’s record
of its history), gives a poetic and exciting image of
the tour by President Xi to the region and of China’s
emphasis on the New Silk Road and economic devel-
opment in its policy declaration.

In 1997, Aref was the first Arab journalist to write
a full-page review of EIR ’s first Eurasian Land-Brige
Report, in the London-based Arabic daily Al-Hayat,
of which he was the Scientific Editor.

After debunking the argument that China’s econ-
omy is in decline, Aref states: “China is redrawing
the map of the world, turning the seven continents
into six by making Asia and Europe one continent.
‘Let the world be, for no one can succeed in conquer-
ing the world and changing it,” as the Chinese saying
goes, and as expressed by the Chinese Foreign Min-
istry Arab Policy Paper which was issued last week,
in which is revived the Silk Road, which used to link
Chinese with the Arab world for more than 2,000
years. The road of Chinese wisdom is like the a “Silk

Mohammed Aref

Road’ which connects the greatest continental Asian-
European landmass, and extends to the shores of the
Pacific, Indian, and Atlantic oceans through infra-
structure for agriculture, industry, trade, technology,
science and culture.”

In his concluding paragraph, Aref reports Zepp-
LaRouche’s historic role:

““The Arab-Asian Land-Bridge: The
Pulsating Heart of the New Silk Road’
was the title of my report in a London
newspaper in November 1997, and I
never imagined then that this project,
which was designed by the Schiller In-
stitute, would be adopted by China and
that the Chinese President would bring it
with him to the Arab region this week.
Last September, Beijing celebrated the
release of the Chinese translation of the
new report, ‘The Silk Road Becomes the
World Land-Bridge.” In the next month the Arabic
translation of the report will be published, and is pre-
pared by Hussein Askary, the Iraqi member of the
Schiller Institute, which was established by the
German Academician Helga LaRouche, who is called
by the Chinese ‘The Silk Road Lady,” because she
paved the way for the New Silk Road through hun-
dreds of conferences and scientific and political semi-
nars, and she ‘established the concept of the Eurasian
Land-Bridge as a war prevention tool,” according to
the Chinese Scholar Deng Yifan. Helga LaRouche
and China are like the woman, about whom the Chi-
nese proverb states: ‘The female always surpasses
the male by her calmness, and she becomes fruitful
even in her silence.” And the other proverb: The
Great Country is like the lower part of the river,
where the earth of the world meets the female of the
world [Daodejing, Chapter 61—ed.].”

Aref’s column is here.
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http://www.alittihad.ae/wajhatdetails.php?id=87966

China Issues Arab Policy Paper

Prior to Xi’s departure for the Middle East, the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry issued an “Arab Policy Paper,”
the first of its kind, which outlined an agenda for coop-
eration with the region. The occasion of the publication
was the 60th anniversary this year of the establishment
of diplomatic relations with an Arab country, Egypt.
But the paper would also provide the groundwork for
Xi’s visit.

“Over the past 60 years,” the paper says, “China-
Arab friendly cooperation has made historic leaps in
breadth and depth. It has become a model of South-
South cooperation and gained the following successful
experience: Both sides have always respected and
treated each other as equals and remain brothers,
friends, and partners no matter what happens on the
world arena; both sides have insisted on the principle of
mutual benefit, win-win, and common development,
and have pursued common interest and sustainable de-
velopment no matter what changes or developments
take place on either side; and both sides have promoted
dialogue, exchanges, and mutual learning among civili-
zations, and have always respected each other’s social
system and development path no matter what differ-
ences exist in ideology.”

It is precisely such a relationship, based on mutual
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respect, that China has been at-
tempting to build with its neigh-
bors in the “One Belt, One Road”
strategy. The interventionism
and unilateralism practiced by
the Bush and Obama administra-
tions, dictated by their British
game-masters, has caused havoc
in the region. Establishing peace
requires a new paradigm in inter-
national relations, and this is what
China is trying to establish.

In Saudi Arabia, the first stop
on his trip, Xi witnessed the sign-
ing of fourteen agreements, in-
cluding agreements on oil pro-
duction and nuclear energy, and
an agreement to work toward a
free-trade agreement with the
countries of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) by the end of
2016. In Saudi Arabia, President
Xi met with Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz al
Saud, Saudi Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman, the
speaker of the Majlis (Consultative Council), and the
head of the GCC.

Xinhua/Wang Ye
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani presents Xi Jinping at the welcoming ceremony in
Tehran.

Suez Canal—A Silk Road Hub

The second stop on Xi’s trip was Egypt. China has
increased its cooperation with the country since Presi-
dent Abdel Fatah al-Sisi took power and re-established
some order in a situation that was quickly spinning out
of control under the Muslim Brotherhood president,
Mohamed Morsi. China views Egypt as a major hub on
the Belt and Road, with the newly improved and ex-
panded Suez Canal now able to service a much larger
amount of expected shipping from the Asia-Pacific
region.

In an article published in Al-Ahram, the major
Egyptian daily, prior to his visit, President Xi outlined
a development perspective: “The aspiration of the
Arab people for a better life not only provides the mo-
mentum for reform, it also lays the foundation for re-
gional stability.” “By jointly developing the Belt and
Road Initiative,” Xi wrote, “the two sides can link up
our respective development strategies, [and] deepen
and expand cooperation in energy, trade and invest-
ment, infrastructure and high technology. China wel-
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comes Egypt and other Arab
countries to get on board the
fast train of its development
and hopes that our respec-
tive  development  and

growth could be well-
aligned and mutually rein-
forcing.” The two sides

signed 21 trade agreements,
including a broad five-year
cooperation agreement. These
included agreements on co-
operation in civil aviation,
electricity, higher education
and science, media, bank-
ing, and trade. China will
invest $15 billion in Egypt
in infrastructure projects,
including a China-Egypt
Suez Economic and Trade
Cooperation Zone, which is
slated to provide employ-
ment to 10,000 Egyptian
workers. China will also invest in the construction of
a new Egyptian capital city just east of present-day
Cairo.

In Cairo, President Xi also gave an important speech
to the Arab League in which he underlined the thrust of
his policy for the region as a whole. “The key to over-
coming difficulties is to accelerate development,” Xi
told the members of the League. “Turmoil in the Middle
East stems from the lack of development, and the ulti-
mate solution will depend on development, which bears
on everyone’s well-being and dignity. It is a race against
time and a struggle between hope and disillusion. Only
when young people are able to live a fulfilled life with
dignity through development can hope prevail in their
heart. Only then will they voluntarily reject violence,
extremist ideologies, and terrorism.” Xi also reiterated
China’s support for an Israel-Palestine two-state solu-
tion and the creation of a viable Palestinian state with
its 1967 borders.

President al-Sisi also hosted the Chinese President
on a tour of the Luxor Temple, more than 3,400 years
old, stressing the relationship of these two ancient
cultures. Both presidents viewed performances under
the stars at Luxor by both Chinese and Egyptian per-
formers.
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Chinese President Xi brought to the war-torn Middle East a message of hope, the New Silk
Road. Here, a refugee takes a walk in downtown Homs, Syria.

Long-Term Agreement With Iran

Finally, President Xi visited Iran, the first head of
state to do so in the aftermath of the signing of the P-5
nuclear agreement with Iran, in which China was a key
participant. Iran, especially, has its own history as a key
country along the ancient Silk Road. Many of the sur-
viving documents and contracts from the old Silk Road
period were written in languages stemming from old
Persian and much of the culture of the ancient Silk Road
was also Persian.

In an article by the Chinese President published in
the Iranian newspapers a day before he arrived, Xi
wrote: “Over 2,000 years ago during the Western Han
Dynasty in China, the Chinese envoy Zhang Qian’s
deputy came to Iran and received a warm welcome.
Seven centuries later, during the Tang and Song dynas-
ties, many Iranians came to China’s Xi’an and Guang-
zhou to study, practice medicine, and do business. In
the Thirteenth Century, the famous Iranian poet Saadi
wrote about his unforgettable travel to Kashgar, Xinji-
ang. In the Fifteenth Century, a renowned Chinese nav-
igator, Zheng He, from the Ming Dynasty, led seven
maritime expeditions, which took him to Hormuz in
southern Iran three times.”

More recently, China has had a long-standing eco-
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nomic relationship with Iran since 1971, which was not
curtailed during the days in which economic sanctions
kept other countries away. While 140 countries have
now sent delegations to Tehran, eager to cut deals with
the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Chinese still maintain
something of a special status with Iran. This was par-
ticularly stressed by Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei who, in his meeting with the Chinese Presi-
dent, said that Iran still mistrusted the West, but that
China was seen as an old friend. The two countries
signed an unprecedented 25-year Comprehensive Co-
operation Agreement coordinating the two nations’ re-
spective development agendas. They also signed a
Memorandum of Understanding on Jointly Promoting
the Silk Road Economic Belt and the Twenty-first Cen-
tury Maritime Silk Road.

Iran and China signed seventeen documents for co-
operation in economic, industrial, cultural, and judicial
fields, including an agreement between Iranian and
Chinese nuclear chiefs for peaceful energy coopera-
tion. Others agreements involved environmental coop-
eration, financing of a bullet train railway, and banking

cooperation. President Rouhani called this a “new
chapter” in the two countries’ relationship.

The visit of the Chinese President to the Middle East
has indeed signaled a “new chapter” in the history of the
Middle East. The historic decision by Russian President
Vladimir Putin to help Syria fight terrorism, success-
fully judoed attempts by Obama and the British to launch
war in Europe and begin a new round of “color revolu-
tions” in the Mideast. Now, the visit of the Chinese Pres-
ident has provided the basis for a new paradigm in rela-
tions among nations, based on the mutual interests of
them all, and a revival of those elements of their cultures
which represented a high point for humanity. As the New
Silk Road will be traveled more rapidly by high-speed
rail than was the ancient road by camel, the great values
of cooperation and mutual benefit characteristic of the
old Silk Road can be transmitted more rapidly on the new
one. If the project is brought to fruition, these nations—
which provided such an important role in the advance of
human civilization 2,000 years ago—can again make a
valuable contribution to the development of mankind on
our planet, launching a new Renaissance for humanity.

The BRICS countries have a strategy to
prevent war and economic catastrophe.
It's time for the rest of the world to join!

This 374-page report is a road-map to the New World
Economic Order that Lyndon and Helga LaRouche have
championed for over 20 years.

Includes:

Introduction by Helga Zepp-LaRouche, "The New Silk Road
Leads to the Future of Mankind!"

The metrics of progress, with emphasis on the scientific
principles required for survival of mankind: nuclear power
and desalination; the fusion power economy; solving the
water crisis.

The three keystone nations: China, the core nation of the
New Silk Road; Russia’s mission in North Central Eurasia and
the Arctic; India prepares to take on its legacy of leadership.

Other regions: The potential contributions of Southwest,
Central, and Southeast Asia, Australia, Europe, and Africa.

The New Silk Road Becomes the World Land-Bridge

The report is available in PDF $50

and in hard copy $50 (softcover) $75 (hardcover)
plus shipping and handling.

Order from http://store.larouchepub.com
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