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March 13—A new system of international relations is 
now emerging everywhere on this planet. We are truly 
embarking on a New Paradigm for all mankind. This 
new paradigm can been understood through the beauti-
ful expression of State Councilor Yang Jiechi of China, 
in his description of the upcoming Belt and Road Forum 
for International Cooperation, to be held on May 14-15: 
“The Belt and Road Initiative was proposed by China. 
Yet it is not going to be China’s solo show,” Yang said, 
adding that “A better analogy would be that of a sym-
phony performed by an orchestra composed of all par-
ticipating countries.” As UN General Assembly Presi-
dent Peter Thomson of Fiji expressed it, 
in referring to the New Silk Road in a 
recent interview with Xinhua, Xi’s 
vision “is the only future for humanity 
on this planet.”

One can also say that the related 
vision of the great German-American 
space pioneer and rocket scientist, 
Krafft Ehricke, is the only future for hu-
manity, on and off this planet! It is co-
herent with President Xi’s vision. We 
should celebrate Ehricke’s upcoming 
100th birthday, just a few days from 
now, on March 24.

Just as China today speaks of a mul-
tipolar world, and a system of win-win 
cooperation through the development of 
the Belt and Road Initiative (the New 
Silk Road), and the development of 

space infrastructure platforms for the mutual benefit of 
all nations, Ehricke similarly envisioned what he called 
an “open-world” system, a world of unlimited growth, 
and expansion throughout the universe. Ehricke called 
it a polyglobal world. A world not bounded by so-called 
“limited resources” in which we believe that we are 
“running out of everything,” or the “closed-system” of 
geopolitics, in which mankind is limited to one small 
planet.

The development of a permanent lunar colony is 
key to mankind’s expansion throughout the Solar 
system. How will this be accomplished? Not by priva-
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tized, commercial spaceflight and “public-private part-
nerships” for so-called cheap tourist flights to the lunar 
surface and other planetary bodies. The achievement of 
a permanent lunar presence is the gateway to the devel-
opment of a human economy in space. And that requires 
the creation of a new system of economic value, not 
defined in monetary terms, but using national credit to 
fund those great projects that will “provide for the gen-
eral welfare” of our Nation, as referenced in the Pre-
amble to our Constitution.

The realization of such a goal requires the immedi-
ate implementation of Lyndon LaRouche’s Four Laws, 
starting with the immediate reinstatement of Franklin 
Roosevelt’s original Glass-Steagall Act. Second, a new 
National Bank must be created. Third, this new national 
credit must be directed into energy-dense projects in 
the productive economy, new technologies, and infra-
structure platforms. Finally, crash programs must be 
adopted to finally achieve thermonuclear fusion tech-
nologies and restore an energetic, imaginative, and pur-
poseful space program. (See the video, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=vKD20EjUYi4)

LaRouche develops his entire Four Laws platform 
around the principle he defines as “the essential distinc-
tion of man from all lower forms of life.” Recognizing 
this distinction, he says, the Four Laws platform “pres-
ents the means for the perfection of the specifically af-
firmative aims and needs of human individual and 
social life.” Advances in human creativity and produc-
tive capacity are key, not money!

We must make sure that our government 
immediately takes up these policies. We 
must restore our national mission for physi-
cal economic development, including space 
exploration and colonization, for the benefit, 
and with the cooperation of all nations, and 
in fulfillment of what Ehricke, the great 
space pioneer and aeronautical engineer, 
called “Mankind’s Extraterrestrial Impera-
tive.”

A permanent manned lunar presence can 
only be realized through the vision of lunar 
development outlined by Ehricke, most em-
phatically in his 1984 report titled,” Lunar In-
dustrialization and Settlement—Birth of 
Polyglobal Civilization.” In this work he 
writes,

Our work in space will change Earth’s present 
closed-world environment into an open one with 
access to vast space resources and other criti-
cally needed benefits that will greatly improve 
the lives of all people, and preserve Earth at it’s 
best—as man’s home and garden for the maxi-
mum human future.

This makes very clear Ehricke’s understanding 
that space travel and exploration are not for cheap 
thrills and billionaire fantasies, but are absolutely es-
sential to new scientific discoveries and economic 
platforms, needed for the advance of human civiliza-
tion.

Ehricke outlines five essential stages of lunar devel-
opment. He recognized the Moon as an essential prov-
ing ground for our development in space:

The Moon is the logical proving ground for sub-
sequent industrial developments and settlements 
elsewhere. Only 2-3 flight days away, it allows 
us to develop, at our very doorstep, the experi-
ence we need to operate successfully and cost-
effectively in more distant regions. No other ce-
lestial body and no orbiting space station can 
more effectively permit development of the hab-
itats, material extraction and processing meth-
ods, and in essence, all the science, technology, 
and sociology required for a responsible ap-
proach to extraterrestrial operations.
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Ehricke’s five stages of lunar development are these: 
First, we examine the Moon from Earth. Second, we 
examine the Moon from lunar orbit, consider what 
might be the optimal site for an industrial base, and es-
tablish automated laboratories and pilot facilities on the 
surface. Third, we locate the best spot on the Moon for 
an initial industrial base, and establish it there. Fourth, 
from this base we establish a larger industrial zone that 
can return resources to Earth while expanding around 
the Moon. And fifth, we expand and diversify from this 
base to create a translunar space-faring civilization, a 
civilization that has gone beyond the Moon to other 
bodies.

These five stages of lunar development are centered 
on the growth of what Ehricke calls the “human sector”:

The most important aspect of lunar development 
lies in the human sector. It bears repeating that 
technological progress and environmental ex-
pansion are no substitutes for human growth and 
maturity, but they can help the human reach 
higher maturity and wisdom.

This is the outlook and perspective that any U.S. 
President requires in defining a serious national mis-
sion for space exploration and development. This is 

what is required for a permanent lunar colony and co-
operation among nations in the creation of a truly 
“polyglobal,” “open-world” system. The United States 
must reject the existing, failed economic paradigm and 
join in the “win-win” paradigm offered through coop-
eration with China and Russia. President Trump’s 
meeting with China’s President Xi on April 6 could be 
the beginning of a new relation between the two na-
tions and the opening for the United States to join in 
cooperation with China and many nations at the up-
coming Beijing Belt and Road Summit. Our national 
mission for space exploration and development must 
be based on a vision of cooperation in scientific and 
technological advance for the common aims and the 
peace of all mankind.

Krafft Ehricke reminds us of Mankind’s Extrater-
restrial Imperative:

Space opens new horizons beyond Earth and 
offers new beginnings in ways we can manage 
this precious planet. It offers noble aspirations, 
opportunities for creative action, for bringing 
the human family closer together and contribut-
ing to a better future for all.

Let us proceed, as indeed we must!


