Beijing Belt and Road Forum
Launches ‘Project of the Century’

by William Jones

May 16—The Belt and Road Forum, held in Beijing on
May 14-15, brought together 29 heads of state and
heads of government and over 1,500 delegates, includ-
ing many heads of think-tanks dealing with the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). Most prominent among these
was Schiller Institute President Helga Zepp-LaRouche,
who is considered by many Chinese scholars as the in-
spiration behind the project. During the conference,
Mrs. Zepp-LaRouche received extensive media cover-
age and was well received by all the delegates. The
Forum was a clear consolidation by the Chinese gov-
ernment of the overwhelming support for the Belt and
Road Initiative by over 100
governments and international
institutions.

President Xi  Jinping
opened the conference with a
sweeping philosophical vision
of what the world might look
like if we reject the pettiness
and intrigues of traditional
geopolitics. “Over 2,000 years
ago, our ancestors, trekking
across vast steppes and des-
erts, opened the transcontinen-
tal passage connecting Asia,
Europe, and Africa, known
today as the Silk Road,” Presi-
dent Xi said. “Our ancestors,
navigating rough seas, created
searoutes linking the East with
the West, namely, the maritime
Silk Road. These ancient silk
routes opened windows of
friendly engagement among
nations, adding a splendid
chapter to the history of human
progress. Spanning thousands
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of miles and years, the ancient silk routes embody the
spirit of peace and cooperation, openness and inclu-
siveness, mutual learning, and mutual benefit. The
Silk Road spirit has become a great heritage of human
civilization.”

Xi went through the origins of the ancient Silk Road
with the dispatch by the Han Emperor of Zhang Qian,
who opened the road to the West, launching a new era of
collaboration between East and West, an exchange of
goods and produce as well as an exchange of ideas and
culture. China exported its four great inventions to the
West (the compass, gunpowder, papermaking, and print-
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Helga Zepp-LaRouche (lower right) and other participants on May 14, 2017, at the opening
session of the Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation.
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ing), and received from the
West the astronomy, medi-
cine, and calendar of the
Arabs. “History is our best
teacher,” Xi said. “The glory
of the ancient silk routes
shows that geographical dis-
tance is not insurmountable.
If we take the first coura-
geous step towards each
other, we can embark on a
path leading to friendship,
shared development, peace,
harmony, and a better
future.” Such is the para-
digm he wished to build in
this modern era as an alter-
native to the wars and con-
flicts that have marked the
rule of “geopolitics.” “From
the historical perspective,
humankind has reached an
age of great progress, great
transformation, and pro-
found changes,” Xi continued. “In this increasingly
multi-polar, economically globalized, digitized, and
culturally diversified world, the trend toward peace and
development becomes stronger, and reform and innova-
tion are gaining momentum. Never have we seen such
close interdependence among countries as today, such
fervent desire of people for a better life, and never have
we had so many means to prevail over difficulties.”

“In terms of reality, we find ourselves in a world
fraught with challenges. Global growth requires new
drivers, development needs to be more inclusive and
balanced, and the gap between the rich and the poor
needs to be narrowed. Hotspots in some regions are
causing instability, and terrorism is rampant. Deficit in
peace, development, and governance poses a daunting
challenge to mankind. This is the issue that has always
been on my mind,” Xi said.

He then outlined some of the achievements of the
first five years of the endeavor, noting how the Belt and
Road dovetails with the individual development pro-
grams of the countries along the way. While he noted
that the Belt and Road were a Chinese proposal, he un-
delined that the initiative itself is owned by all who par-
ticipate and share in its benefits.

Xi then laid out five characteristics of the Belt and

10 Mankind Transforms Himself

China's President Xi Jinping delivers the keynote address at
the Belt and Road Forum, May 14, 2017.

Road. First, it must become
aroad of peace. “We should
foster a new type of interna-
tional relations featuring
win-win cooperation,” Xi
said, “and we should forge
partnerships of dialogue
with no confrontation and of
friendship rather than alli-
ance. All countries should
respect each other’s sover-
eignty, dignity, and territo-
rial integrity, each other’s
development paths and
social systems, and each
other’s core interests and
major concerns,” he said.

The Master Key

Second, it must become
aroad of prosperity. “Devel-
opment holds the master
key to solving all prob-
lems,” Xi said. “In pursuing
the Belt and Road Initiative, we should focus on the
fundamental issue of development, release the growth
potential of various countries and achieve economic in-
tegration and interconnected development and deliver
benefits to all.”

Third, it must be a road of opening up. “We should
build an open platform of cooperation and uphold and
grow an open world economy,” he said. “We should
jointly create an environment that will facilitate open-
ing up and development, establish a fair, equitable and
transparent system of international trade and invest-
ment rules, and boost the orderly flow of production
factors, efficient resources allocation, and full market
integration. We welcome efforts made by other coun-
tries to grow open economies based on their national
conditions, participate in global governance and pro-
vide public goods. Together, we can build a broad com-
munity of shared interests.”

And fourth, it must become a road of innovation.
“We should spur the full integration of science and
technology into industries and finance, improve the
environment for innovation, and pool resources for in-
novation,” Xi said. “We should create space and build
workshops for young people of various countries to
cultivate entrepreneurship in this age of the internet
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President of Russia Vladimir Putin, left, and President of China Xi Jinping.

and help realize their dreams.” In this regard, China, in
the coming five years, will offer 2,500 short-term re-
search visits to China for young foreign scientists,
train 5,000 foreign scientists, engineers, and manag-
ers, and set up 50 joint laboratories.

Fifth, it must become a road connecting different
civilizations. “In pursuing the Belt and Road Initia-
tive,” Xi said, “we should ensure that when it comes to
different civilizations, exchange will replace estrange-
ment, mutual learning will replace clashes, and coexis-
tence will replace a sense of superiority. This will boost
mutual understanding, mutual respect, and mutual trust
among different countries.”

To underline the Chinese commitment to the suc-
cess of the initiative, Xi announced that China would
commit an additional 100 billion RMB (about $14.5
billion) to the Silk Road Fund, and that the China De-
velopment Bank and the China Export-Import Bank
would set up special lending schemes respectively
worth 250 billion RMB and 130 billion RMB for Belt
and Road projects on infrastructure, industrial capacity,
and financing.

Xi announced that China will also provide assis-
tance worth RMB 60 billion to developing countries
and international organizations participating in the Belt
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and Road Initiative to launch more projects
to improve people’s well-being. It will also
provide emergency food aid worth RMB 2
billion to developing countries along the
Belt and Road and make an additional con-
tribution of US$1 billion to the Assistance
Fund for South-South Cooperation.

China will also set up many new mech-
anisms to support the Belt and Road, Xi
said, including a liaison office for the Fo-
rum’s follow-up activities, along with the
Research Center for Belt and Road Finan-
cial and Economic Development, the Fa-
cilitating Center for Building the Belt and
Road, the Multilateral Development Fi-
nancial Cooperation Center in coopera-
tion with multilateral development banks,
and an IMF-China Capacity Building
Center.

President Putin’s Historic Goal

The other speakers at the plenary fol-
lowing the Chinese President underlined
their whole-hearted supported for Presi-
dent Xi’s initiative. The first to follow the Chinese
President, in a very important symbolism, was Russian
President Vladimir Putin, the closest collaborator with
President Xi among world leaders on the Belt and
Road project. In his speech, Putin reiterated the com-
plementarity of the Belt and Road project and Putin’s
own proposal for a Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU).
“I believe,” Putin said, “that by adding together the po-
tential of all the integration formats like the EAEU, the
OBOR (Belt and Road), the SCO (Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization) and the ASEAN (Association of
Southeast Asian Nations), we can build the foundation
for a larger Eurasian partnership. This is the approach
that, we believe, should be applied to the agenda pro-
posed today by the Peoples Republic of China. We
would welcome the involvement of our European col-
leagues, which would make it truly concordant, bal-
anced and all-encompassing, and will allow us to re-
alise a unique opportunity to create a common
cooperation framework from the Atlantic to the Pacific
for the first time in history.”

One after the other, government leaders and leaders
of the international organizations spoke on behalf of the
Belt and Road Initiative. New mechanisms were set up
for financing and a Memorandum of Understanding
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Roundtable at the conclusion
of the conference, there were
leaders of 30 countries as
e - i .. % “““ih" well a; repreielntatril\lf(es odf tEe
" —% ﬂﬂﬁ“““‘““ b= UN, the World Bank and the
Jinnn L IME. They had reached, Xi
said, a “broad consensus” in
————— their exchange of view and
had issued a joint communi-
que.

Also attending the Forum
was U.S delegation headed
by Matthew Pottinger, head
of the East Asia Bureau of
the National Security Coun-

xinhua  cil and a Special Assistant to
Leaders’ Round Table Summit of the Belt and Road Forum, chaired by China President Xi Jinping — President Trump. Pottinger
on May 15, 2017, the day afier the opening session.

expressed support for U.S.
companies becoming en-
was signed the multilateral development banks affirm-  gaged in the Belt and Road Initiative and said that the
ing their support for the Belt and Road Initiative. U.S would set up an American Belt and Road Working
In a press conference following the meeting, Presi-  Group, which would be a partnership between the U.S
dent Xi said that China had signed Belt and Road coop-  Embassy and U.S. companies and would serve, Pot-
eration agreements with 68 countries. At the Leaders’  tinger said, “as a node for collaboration in the area.”

The New Silk Road Becomes the World Land-Bridge

The BRICS countries have a strategy to
prevent war and economic catastrophe.
It's time for the rest of the world to join!

This 374-page report is a road-map to the New World
Economic Order that Lyndon and Helga LaRouche have
championed for over 20 years.

Includes:

Introduction by Helga Zepp-LaRouche, "The New Silk Road
Leads to the Future of Mankind!"

The metrics of progress, with emphasis on the scientific
principles required for survival of mankind: nuclear power
and desalination; the fusion power economy; solving the
water crisis.

The three keystone nations: China, the core nation of the
New Silk Road; Russia’s mission in North Central Eurasia and
the Arctic; India prepares to take on its legacy of leadership.

The report is available in PDF $35
and in hard copy $50 (softcover) $75 (hardcover)
plus shipping and handling.

Order from http://store.larouchepub.com

Other regions: The potential contributions of Southwest,
Central, and Southeast Asia, Australia, Europe, and Africa.
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